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Wednesday, the 14th September, 1977

The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS

Questions were taken at this stage.

LAND AGENTS SUPERVISORY
COMMITEE

Replacement: Grievance

MR TONKIN (Morley) [5.02 p.m.J: The
illusion of protection, I believe, is worse than no
protection at all because it allows for a false sense
of safety and a false sense of security.

As I have said previously, I believe the Land
Agents Supervisory Committee should be
scrapped because it is not doing its job and is, in
fact, a useless piece of window dressing. I called
for this action to be taken some time ago because
of the then failure of the Land Agents
Supervisory Committee to act against Eric
Charles Richards when I levelled certain
accusations against him whichA: believed were
well substantiated.

At that time the committee stated that ray
opinions were ill founded and, indeed, wrong.
That was stated in The Sunday Times of the 1 8th
January, 1976. We had the situation where the
Commissioner of Consumer Affairs had to go to
the Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administrative Investigations for action to be
taken.

Mr Grayden: Mr Speaker, we cannot hear the
member. Would he please speak up?

The SPEAKER: Order! The member will
resume his seat. Two procedures should be
followed. Firstly, perhaps the member for Morley
should speak up and, secondly, there should be
less conversation in the Chamber. The member
for Morley.

Mr TONKIN: Thank you. The Commissioner
of Consumer Affairs did go to the Parliamentary
Commissioner for Administrative Investigations,
and the idea apparently was to get the
commissioner to act.

It has been said by the Chief Secretary that
there was a withdrawal of the complaint and, in
actual fact, the Parliamentary Commissioner did
not make a final determination on the matter.
The fact remains that the Commissioner of
Consumer Affairs had to go to the Parliamentary
Commissioner for Administrative Investigations

in order to get his department to do what it
should have done previously.

Mr O'Neil: That is not correct. If the member
reads the answer I gave to his question he will
find that is not the case. The member is saying
that no action was likely to be taken by the
committee until there was a direction from the
Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative
Investigations.

Mr TON KIN: I am not saying no action was
taken. I am saying the Commissioner of
Consumer Affairs felt he had to go to the
Parliamentary Commissioner for Administrative
Investigations in order to get what he considered
to be adequate action.

Mr O'Neil: What has that to do with the
committee? The committee already had taken
action.

Mr TONKIN: Because it was a case of a
complaint against the committee. I think that is a
very serious state of affairs. I might add that
when I made the complaint to the Land Agents
Supervisory Committee, Mr Richards, who was
President of the Real Estate Institute of WA, said
that everything was being done which needed to
be done to remedy matters. I just cannot accept
that. 1 noticed that the same man later lost his
land agent's licence.

Mr O'Neil: And he had it reinstated.
Mr TONKIN: I endeavoured to obtain some

degree of justice for those people who had been
robbed. I sought advice from the then Minister
for Justice (Mr Neil McNeill) who said the field
of civil action might still be available to the
people who were involved.That indicates that
there was a prima facie case.

The Land Agents Supervisory Committee
either could not or would not take the necessary
action; maybe it could not because of a legislative
imperfection. If that was the case, of course, it is
my contention that legislation should be
introduced to change the situation. If the
committee would not take action, that also bears
out my contention that the committee was not
discharging its responsibilities satisfactorily. .

We believe there was evidence of a need for a
change, and adequate evidence that there was a
case to be made for changing the way in which
land agents were being supervised. People without
land agents' licences are advertising at this very
time for the use of a land agent's licence. What is
the point of having a licensing system if people
who do not bold licences can advertise in order to
use another person's licence? It is well known that
people advertise and sell blocks of land, knowing
that those blocks of land cannot be used for the
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purpose advertised. for example, .1 refer to duplex
sites. It is misrepresentation, and we take this
very seriously.

Rackets and misrepresentation are rife. I have
spoken to many reputable land agents. I do not
consider they are reputable because they belong
to the institute, or because they are in the
business in a big way. The definition of
"'reputable" is sometimes rather strange. As far as
I am concerned, any land agent who does the
right thing, and does not have complaints laid
against him, is reputable. Those reputable land
agents have come to me and stated that the
rackets which arc going on should be stopped.

,In January, 1974, the Law Reform Committee
stated that the Land Agents Supervisory
Committee should be replaced by a five-member
authorily. This Government acts very speedily to
clobber employees, as was demonstrated when the
fuel and energy legislation was amended.

I have complained over a period of three years,
and still no action has been taken with respect to
land agents. How long are people to wait while
injustice piles on injustice, while
misrepresentation follows misrepresentation, and
while good honest citizens are being cheated out
of their savings?

No person wants to be in the position of
receiving scant consideration from this
Government, and to be constantly at the mercy of
unethical land agents who are a burden on society
and are running amuck while making profits.
Those people should not be present in a properly
regulated society. There have been three years of
prevarication by this Government-a period of
three years of shirking its responsibility. We
believe the Government should act upon the
advice of the Law Reform Commission that there
should be a serious and honest attempt to
overcome the problem-not just the attitude that
things such as those mentioned by the member for
Morley will go away.

It does not matter what the Minister for
Labour and Industry says; truth is truth. There
correctly is concern amongst the people who have
been cheated in this way. We believe the Land
Agents Supervisory Committee is not doing its
job. Whether it is because of a lack of will on its
part, or a lack of legislative teeth-which it is
always possible to overcome-the situation should
be corrected immediately. An authority should be
set up as was recommended over three years ago.

I remind members that this Government acts
very speedily to clobber trade unions, employees,
and employee organisations, but it will not do
anything to wipe out this kind of racket.

Mr Grayden: Those statements are completely
untrue.

MR O'NEIL (East Melville-thief Secretary)
[5.21 p.m.): I would have thought the answers I
gave to the questions asked by the honourable
member today would have caused him to refrain
from being critical of the Land Agents
Supervisory Committee. Quite clearly his
preamble contains an assumption that is not
correct.

Mr Tonkin: I did not make the assumption
then. I corrected my speech according to the
information given to me.

Mr O'NEIL: It so happens that as recently as
this morning t had discussions with the chairman
and the secretary of the Lind Agents Supervisory
Committee on matters related to proposed
legislative changes. It would appear to me that it
is extremely probable that substantial
amendments to the Land Agents Act will be
introduced during this session of Parliament to
bring about some of the changes recommended by
the Law Reform Commission.

The honourable member would know that in
any matter as complicated as this, and in the
amending legislation to be introduced, it is not a
simple matter to go through the process of
ensuring all the aspects are covered to satisfy the
Government and other interested parties.

I am happy to say that after a long period of
time and after many discussions with interested
parties, the Government is in a position where it
will almost certainly introduce a Dill in the next
few weeks to make certain adjustments to the
Act.

The fact remains that the honourable member
still seems to consider that the Land Agents
Supervisory Committee is not doing its job. I have
pointed out to him that is not so. The committee
did not require any prompting by anyone to
initiate action against the person concerned.

Mr Tonkin: Why did the commissioner go to
the Ombudsman?

Mr O'NEIL: I do not have any idea why the
commissioner went to the Ombudsman and made
a complaint.

Mr Tonkin: You are making a fine speech! You
have no idea.

Mr O'NEIL: I have already indicated that
because the Ombudsman happens to be a
parliamentary officer, the Speaker advised the
honourable member in an answer to a question
that some investigations were conducted by the
Ombudsman, but the complaint was withdrawn
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before its merits were determined and before
action was taken.

Mr Tonkin: Had other action been taken?
Mr O'NEIL: I have stated in answer to a

question earlier today that other action had been
taken beforehand. I am talking about the issue
the mem 'ber has raised in this grievance debate
where he accused the Land Agents Advisory
Committee of being inefficient and not doing its
job.

Mr Tonkin: Have you any idea then why .the
commissioner went to the Ombudsman?

Mr O'NEIL: I do not have a clue why he did
that, and neither do I know what is behind the
member's action in this matter. I gather that the
honourable member believes the Land Agents
Supervisory Committee has powers which are
beyond the powers stated in the Act.

Mr Tonkin: No, I do not. I said there could be
legislative changes but the committee said
everything was satisfactory. In the letter they sent
to me they have said there are some things they
cannot do.

Mr O'NETL: I have said that is already in the
pipeline and th~e honourable member will be
hearing about it.

Mr Tonkin: It will take another three years.
Mr O'NEIL: The honourable member needs to

do some research, because I think the initial
report of the Law Reform Commission on this
matter was brought down in December, 1974.

Mr Tonkin: Why is it dated January, 1974?
Mr O'NEIL: I do not know. In any case,

appropriate action has been taken on matters
referred to in the Law Reform Commission's
report, and the Government will take action, I
hope in the not-too-distant future, to introduce
amending legislation as a result of that report.

It so happens that the question from the
honourable member which I answered today
appeared on my table while I was having
discussions with the chairman of the committee
and he was quite disturbed at the implications and
imputations against the committee. He gave me
his personal assurance that action had been taken.

There is a certain process which the committee
must take in respect of complaints against land
agents, and one step is to require the
Commissioner of Police to carry out investigations
into the allegations. All1 of us know those things
take time. There is a requirement upon these
bodies to obtain legal advice as to what action is
available to them and how it should be instituted.

In respect of this particular problem the

cancellation of the person's licence finally took
place. Remember, it. is not the supervisory
committee which issues the licence;, at the
moment it is the court. The supervisory
committee has a responsibility to examine
complaints, to determine whether a course of
action is available to it, and to proceed along
those lines. That is precisely what the committee
did. As I said previously, the honourable member
seems to think this supervisory committee has
acted improperly. The committee serves the State
and the industry very well. The present chairman
has been with the committee for 13 years or more,
and to the best of my knowledge this is the first
time that any imputations of impropriety have
been made against that committee.

TRANSPORT

Air Services: Grievance
MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne). [5. 17 p.m.]: My

grievance relates to the provision of air services
throughout the State. Despite the protestations of
the communities served by jets, and the findings
of the Royal Commission into airline services, the
entry of a second operator,' TAA, is still
imminent; and that is cause for concern. Because
of the threat of entry of that se~ond- operator.
fears that have been held that services would be
downgraded seem to. be a foregone, conclusion
now. The reason for my raising this matter today
is that even now, before the entry of TAA. the
very threat of such entry is having an adverse
effect on existing services. This effect
manifesting itself in two ways.

[. want to take the opportunity to outline these
effects to the House, but first I want to refer to
the findings of the 1974 Royal Commission into
Airline Services. The Commission spoke in the
following terms of the present service operated by
MMA using F28 jets. I quote from -page 240 of
the Royal Commission report-

M.M.A. provides to the numerous
communities it reaches in Weste'rn Australia
a highly efficient, well organised, adequate
and satisfactory air transport service.

Further on it states-
The isolated communities served by

M.A.A.-.are fortunate indeed to have
such a fast, modern jet system serving their
needs,

Still further it states-
The services are well-reputed and

-extremely popular; complaints are few.. .
and no community served would willingly
give up the present frequencies of service.
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Mr Pearce: It would be better if they banned
smoking.

Mr LAURANCE: As a non-smoker I could
agree with you. All the I I jet ports outside Perth
which are served by F28 jets have smaller
populations than any other towns in Australia
which have jet services. These were my own
comments to the Royal Commission. Tamworth
has over 70 000 people, and they are serviced by
turbo-prop F27 aircraft. Broken Hill has a
population of around 35 000 people, and they too
are serviced by F27 aircraft.

Western Australia has a far superior service.
Twin air services do not operate anywhere else in
Australia other than in the coastal region of
Queensland. New South Wales does have two
airlines but they do not cater for the same places.
They have divided the State into two regions, and
each region is serviced by one air line.

So it is not true to say there are twin air
services on any of those routes.

Mr Jamieson: Are you saying only one
company flies to Mt. isa?

Mr LAURANCE: No; [ excepted Queensland.
Mr Jamieson: I am speaking of Mt. isa.
Mr LAURANCE: That is an interesting point.

That flight goes on to Darwin, which is a similar
situation to the one we are looking at in this
State.

It is no wonder the Royal Commission
recommended against TAA's entry into this
State, at least for the time being. However,
because of the interstate aspect-the fact that
Perth will be linked with Darwin by TAA's
entry-jurisdiction over the matter was taken out
of the State's hands and the matter was referred
to the High Court, which ruled in favour of
TAA's entry. That is why I say it is imminent; the
only matters to be finalised are details of loadings,
fares, and so on.

All the fears about frequency of services, size of
aircraft, and downgrading look like coming true.
The mere threat of TAA's entry is already
jeopardising the services we have. It is only the tip
of the iceberg, and is giving us an insight into
what is likely to happen to air services in this
State if that day ever comes.

Two things are occurring because of the threat
of TAA's entry. Firstly, the company is altering
its schedules dramatically to try to increase
loadings to full loadings. MMA has provided a
service to these towns with a daily jet service to as
Miany outports as possible, regardless of loading.
Because of the threat of TAA's entry, MMA will
lose traffic on some of the more profitable routes,

so it is rescheduling and redirecting its aircraft to
increase loads as far as possible at the other ports.
On traditional services such as Perth-Geraldton-
Carnarvon-Learmonth and return, I now find that
to get to Perth I have to go from Carnarvon to
Paraburdoo, which doubles the flight time.

Mr Bryce: We thought your philosophy was in
favour of competition.

Mr LAURANCE: To get to Learmonth the
schedule now is often Perth- Pa raburdoo-
Karratha-Learmonth, and so on. This
rescheduling will have an influence on the service
to which we are accustomed.

If TAA operates in this State, it will use 0C9
aircraft, and MMA will be forced to follow suit to
give comparable service to one or two ports. I
predict that nine out of I 1 outports would be
reduced to a commuter service.

The second result is an industrial one. The
Federation of Air Pilots (WA Branch) has a fear
that 36 pilots will become redundant if TAA
comes in. That may not happen all at once but it
is a real fear because the pilots believe it to be a
fear. They are expecting to become redundant
and they are looking to their future. Some of
them will be absorbed into Ansett Transport
Industries, the main operator. If that occurs, the
pilots are concerned about their seniority. Sn
there is an internal squabble about seniority
between the parent company and subsidiaries. It
is for them to sort out.

Mr Jamieson: That is on with Airways of New
South Wales.

Mr LAURANCE; The pilots are being forced
to take action to overcome that situation because
they are concerned about their future with the
threat of TAA hanging over us. This industrial
action is inconveniencing passengers. It is
deplorable that a Government airline could cause
this situation.

Mr Bryce: We are waiting for you to tell us you
have found a communist among the pilots.

Mr LAURANCE: If TAA were not granted
entry, these problems would largely vanish. I
therefore implore the Minister for Transport and
the Government to intervene to prevent this
unnecessary intrusion because it will certainly
lead to a lessening of the wonderful service we
now enjoy. The entry of TAA should not only be
opposed but prevented! Despite the High Court
ruling which permitted the entry, it is a
Government airline and the Government should
have [he final say. It is a Commonwealth
Government airline, so the Commonwealth
Government should obviously have the final say in
this matter, and I believe the State Government
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should point out forcibly to the Commmonwealth
that despite the High Court's ruling TAA should
be told it is not welcome in Western Australia.

The rules have already been bent to
accommodate TAA. Right from the outset it has
had what can only be described as a "rails run".
The interstate technicality arises because the
airline proposed instituting a service to Darwin,
which is in the Northern Territory. The Northern
Territory is not a State, and TAA can operate a
Perth-Port Hedland service. If the Northern
Territory were a State, the airline would be able
to operate an interstate service only, and not an
intrastate service, and it would not be able to
Operate also between Perth and Port Hedland
only. But because of a technicality it has been
allowed to operate an intrastate service.

In addition, MMA was told a while ago it was
not allowed to use DC9s because the strips are not
wide enough and there is doubt about safety. The
Department of Civil Aviation and TAA have been
to great expense to develop a low profile tyre to
enable DC9s to operate, yet only a few years ago
MMA was forced to go into F2Ss and these have
proved to be excellent.

TAA's entry can only downgrade the existing
service, and I urge the State Government to take
positive steps to prevent it until such time as the
people of the State decide it can be done without
any diminution of services.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister for
Works) [5.26 p.m.): All members representing
people in the north will appreciate the point made
by. the member for Gascoyne. The Government
has been aware of this position for some time and
in recent years we have had discussions with
Federal Ministers, TAA, and the executives of
MMA. We are very concerned that the air service
to the people in the north may be downgraded.
The honourable member can rest assured we will
do whatever we can to retain modern equipment,
good strips, and a service equal to that operating
at the moment.

We all appreciate the pioneering MMA has
done in the north. It has provided services to areas
at times when they were difficult and costly to
operate. For some time there has been the
possibility or' another service commencing
operation in Western Australia, and the recent
ruling by the High Court leaves little scope for
the State Government to prevent it.

Several months ago I personally had discussions
with the executive of TAA and expressed our
concern that the type of service we have at
present should be retained. We want, the same

frequency and nothing less in the way o&r
equipment.

I am also concerned about the air pilots. If
there is a possibility of 30 of them being put out
of work, we will do whatever we can to assist in
this regard. We are aware of the problems and
will continue to do what we can in the interests of
the people in the north and the pilots involved.

SEWERAGE

La Salle College: Grievance

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [5.28 p.m.]: I direct
my grievance to the Minister for Works. I have
tentatively discussed the matter with him so it will
be no surprise to him.

I have previously spoken in the House about.
sewerage problems in the Swan electorate but I
now wish to raise a particular problem which is
worthy of better consideration by the
Government.

In 1972 my predecessor (Mr J. 3. Brady
M.L.A.) wrote to the General Manager of the
Metropolitan Water Board requesting sewerage
connections for the de la Salle Boys' College,
which was the name by which it was known. He
stated in his letter he had been endeavouring for
10 years-going back to 1962-in have sewerage
connected to the college. His letter in 1972 fell on
deaf ears because in his reply dated the 3 1st May,
1972, the general manager advised as follows-

It is pointed out for your information that
the Board 'proposes td have a pumping
station in Viveash which would serve the
College but the station is not likely to be
constructed for several years. Although the
Northern Main Sewer will provide relief to
the existing sewers in the eastern suburbs by
the end of 1974, 1 regret that it is necessary
for the Board to keep new sewerage
connections to a minimum to avoid
overloading the existing sewerage system in
the Midland area.

That was in 1972, and we hoped that things
would have been better by 1977. However, it was
not to be. On the 12th November, 1973, the
President of the P & F Assocation of the school
again approached the general manager pointing
out the difficulties. He said that a septic system in
this type of terrain and overloaded to this extent
was a disaster. He indicated that an extension of
the sewerage to Muriel Street would not only
service the college, but also would act as a future
connection through to the rapidly expanding
suburb of Viveash. He asked the general manager
to give this matter his urgent consideration.
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Of course, the urgent consideration resulted in
nothing being done, and I do not know the reason
for this lack of action because I do not have the
correspondence on it.

On the 10th December, 1973, the then member
for Swan (Mr J. J. Brady, MLA), wrote again to
the general manager about this matter pointing
out that it was approximately 10 years since he
had first raised it. He asked whether it was
possible for the matter to receive urgent attention.

At that time the school itself made overtures
and the reply received by Mr Thomas gave a
rather surprising excuse. On that occasion the
excuse given was as follows-

I have already replied to the letter advising
* that as the College is a non ratea ble

institution the cost of providing sewerag
would have to be borne by the College. A
copy of that letter is enclosed.

As I understand it no approach was made to the
college to provide the funds. In fact, those
circumstances have now changed; and the college
is a ratable property, and the sewerage can be
connected in the normal way. That was in 1973.

In a letter sent by my predecessor on the 21st
February, 1974, to Mr Jolly, principal of the
college, he pointed out the difficulties and the
lack of success he had had with the board in
regard to the provision of sewerage to the college.

We then come to my first overtures to the
board. I ascertained certain facts from the
Minister, and I would like to refer to a letter sent
by the Minister for Works to Mr D. J. Thomas,
Chairman of the Board of Management of La
Salle College, in regard to the connection of
sewerage to the college. It reads in part as
follows-

It is understood that La Salle College is
located in the Board's sewerage reticulation
area IDA, Midland, which has been
recommended for inclusion in the works
programme for the 1978/79 financial year.

Mr O'Connor: What is the date of that letter?
Mr SKIDMORE: It is dated the 1st July, 1977.
Upon receipt of the letter Mr Thomas

approached me. He expressed the view that he
believed it was time the college received a little
more consideration than it had received over the
I5 years since it applied for this sewerage
connection.

I asked the Minister for Works some questions
in the House. and in reply I was informed that the
current estimate was $40 550 for the extension of
the sewerage main. The commencement date of

the project was presently unknown and it was
dependent on the availability of funds.

Surely it is not asking too much to spend
$40 550 for the extension of a sewerage main to a
college that has waited I5 years for it.

The college is planning presently to extend the
school, and if it can receive an assurance from the
Government to satisfy the Public Health
Department that the sewerage extension will be
commenced in six months, the school's
commitment to a septic system will be much
reduced. Unfortunately I was not able to obtain
the precise amount involved in the reduction;
although I approached the principal on this
matter I have not received the information.
However, I am assured by the board of
managment that a substantial sum of money
could be saved.

Why is it not possible for this work to be
commenced within the next six months? I ask the
Minister to please put this extension on the
programme for that six-month period and advise
me accordingly. I can then inform the college of
the decision and it will be saved approximately
$2 000 Or $3 000 by implementing a holding plan
until the sewerage connection is made.

It must be borne in mind also that possibly the
extension of this service will provide sewerage to
another 10 allotments in the area on its way to La
Salle College. The residents of the area will be
only too happy to see the fruition of a plan that
has been on the drawing board for nearly 15
years. Surely now the plan can move from the
drawing board to become a reality, and so relieve
the college of the necessity to spend an extra
amount of money. We must bear in mind that
many children attend this college.

I trust the Minister will consider my grievance
and will supply the college with some assurance.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister for
Works) [5.35 p.m.]: The subject of the grievance
of the honourable member is one that concerns
probably half the population of the metropolitan
area. I realise that a large number of children
attend this college, and that does make some
difference.

The honourable member contacted me just
recently about this extension and I conferred with
him at that time. I would like to make it clear,
however, that we are in some difficulties in regard
to funds for sewerage. Members will know there
has been something like an $8 million decrease in
the Federal allocation for sewerage this year.
Until our State Budget is brought down, it is
unlikely I can say just what money we have and
where it will be spent.
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I have, however, noted the concern of the
member, and as I said to him previously, I will
ask my officers to keep this matter under review.
Our State Budget will be introduced during the
next week or so, as the Premier has said, and
when we know what we can do I will give an
indication to the member.

MOTOR VEHICLES

Emission Control: Grievance

MR SODEMAN (Pilbara) [5.36 pi.m.]: I direct
my grievance to the Minister representing the
Minister for Conservation and the Environment in
this House, and the subject matter is vehicle
engine emission control and its application in the
northern part of Western Australia.

During the short time of 10 minutes which is
allotted to me to make my grievance, I wish to
put forward a suggestion and a request; and I will
support both of these with reactions from and
remarks made by individual motorists, mining
company personnel, and other representative
bodies.

Briefly, the nature of the request is that the
subcommittee of the Australian Transport
Advisory Council formed at the council's last
meeting on the 22nd July, 1977, in Perth, to
review the practicality of implementing the next
stage of vehicle emission control be also requested
to review the need for such controls in Western
Australia and, in particular, in areas north of the
26th parallel of this State.

My reason for directing this request through
the -Minister for Conservation and the
Environment is that Dr O'Brien, a representative
on the subcdii-iittee, is also the Chairman of the
Environmental Protection Authority.

The suggestion is that immediate consideration
be given to permitting motorists north of the 26th
parallel desirous of doing so, to disconnect the
exhaust emission control devices already fitted to
their vehicles. I have sought the reaction of people
living in the Pilbara and in other areas of the
State to the legislation that was implemented on
the 1st July, 1976. All were opposed to the
measure, and the comments of individual
motorists, mining companies, and other
representative bodies, ranged from conveying the

measre---a-virtually useless in certain areas of
the State to comments that it was totally
unnecessary, and that the consumption of fuel was
increased by approximately 30 per cent because
of the fitting of these devices.

It was noted that the power in vehicles was
decreased, and that mechanics felt the tuning,

maintaining, and repairing of the vehicles was a
tedious task.

One very important factor is the probability of
an economic reaction within the motor industry
itself, People owning cars which do not have this
device fitted to them-and I am thinking
particularly of Holdens and Falcons-will be
more inclined to retain their old vehicles because
of the factors I mentioned. This became apparent
in comments made by people in my electorate.

I do not feel personally that these emission
control devices are realistic requirements. There
are several recognised problem areas in Australia;
that is, Sydney, Melbourne, and possibly
Brisbane. We have one small pollution pocket in
our own city limits, but it is vividly apparent that
this environmental protection measure is by no
means warranted in the vast northern areas of our
State

The stat istical divisions of the north-west,
Kimberley and Pilbara comprise some 1 047 620
square kilometres, which represent 42.16 per cent
of the State's total land mass; and within nearly
half of the State's land mass there is a combined
population of approximately 70 000 people. That
represents only 7 per cent of the population of the
State.

Mr Speaker, when you consider the factors of
the land mass and the sparcity of population you
will realise that this imposition on people living in
areas such as the north is quite impracticable,
unrealistic, and unnecessary. I appreciate the
problems involved in acceding to an interim
request of the nature proposed, in respect of the
sale of northern vehicles after use, visits to the
metropolitan area by northern residents, and also
the technical changes required if the regulation
27(a) equipment is disconnected. However, they
are problems resulting from action that was taken
previously on a recommendation which was made
for nationwide implementation with no cognisance
of the specific requirements and needs in this
direction of people living in remote areas. I trust
that the Minister in considering my request and
suggestion will not allow these factors to affect his
thinking.

I had it put to me by a person with whom I was
discussing the problem that there may be a need
for a two-policy system to be implemented; that
is, one policy for people in polluted areas and
another policy for people in nonpolluted areas.
However, I find that would be administratively
top-heavy to control, so perhaps the suggestion is
not all that good. Nevertheless, it bears looking
at. It is interesting to note that Australian design
regulation 27(a) is in keeping with the standards
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imposed by the US Environmental Protection
Authority. The fact, as I have mentioned, that
this regulation has true application in certain
parts of Australia only, and the fact that it aligns
itself with Amerkcan standards add further weight
to the point I make that we could well do without
it in areas such as the north of Western Australia.

There is grave doubt about the effectiveness of
the controls which were introduced last year, and
the Australian Automobile Association gives
credence to that comment when one reads its
article in Thre West Australian of the 22nd July,
because it will be noted the association also has
apprehensions and recommends that the total
situation be looked at in respect of Australia as a
whole.

However, at this stage I can speak only on
behalf of the people I represent and the logical
submission that I put forward as an immediate
measure requires more urgent attention. As well
as asking the Minister to implement my request
and to consider my suggestion, I would alsoF ask.-
that he look at the legality of the continuity of use
of this particular equipment after licensing. From
information I have received, I understand there is
no stipulation that the equipment so affixed be
retained after licensing. I would be interested to
obtain the Minister's reaction to that point.

In conclusion I would comment that rules,
regulations, and legislation need to be realistic
and in accordance with local requirements; and
the people of the north, encumbered as they are in
respect of other aspects of high cost, can well do
without the additional impost of a restriction
which, although it may well be needed in other
areas of Australia and of the world, they feel is
not needed in their case.

MR P. V. JONES (Narrogin-Minister for
Education) [5.44 p.m.J: I would indicate to the
member for Pilbara that I will make the Minister
for Conservation and the Environment aware of
the points he has raised. I know something of the
continuing saga of this matter, and I know that at
successive meetings over some years the
Australian Environment Council has tried to
awaken the interest of ATAC in respect of the
need for emission control. The council has also
tried to make ATAC aware that emission control
needs to be implemented on a practical and
realistic basis and not, as the member has
suggested, in a blanket manner which does cause
hardship both economically as well as practically;
also such implementation is perhaps not really in
the best interests of what the principle of the
controls is all about.

The difficulties to which the member referred

are indeed very real. We know these controls can
lead to increased fuel consumption to a degree
that certainly outweighs any economical gain.
Also, problems exist in policing the regulation,
and the member referred to this.

It has been found in overseas countries that
where a vehicle must by law have fitted to it a
specific emission control unit, that unit sometimes
is immediately disconnected after licensing so that
the owner of the vehicle is not unduly penalised so
far as fuel consumption is concerned. It is also a
very real fact that the effects of vehicle exhaust
emission are more paramount and manifest under
certain climatic conditions different from those in
the geographical area to which the member refers
and which he represents so well. In his area the
need for controls such as those which are
envisaged and are legally required in other parts
of the world would not appear to be great; indeed,
during my membership of the Australian
Environment Council the matter was discussed in
those terms.

I indicate to the member that I will make the
Minister for Coriservation and the Environment
aware of his concern and of his suggestion in
respect of the area he represents; I will also make
the Minister aware of the difficulties regarding
the stipulation in respect of the continuing use of
the equipment.

The SPEAKER: Grievances noted.

METROPOLITAN MARKET ACT
AMENDMENT DILL

Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Old (Minister
for Agriculture), and read a first time.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
On motion by Mr Shalder, leave of absence for

20 days granted to Mr MePharlin (Mt. Marshall)
on the ground of urgent public business.

TRANSPORT AND ROAD PROBLEMS

State arid Federal Action: Censure Motion

MR McIVER (Avon) 15.48 p.m.]: I move--
That, in. the opinion of this House, the

present State Government and the Federal
Government are deserving of censure because
of the ir,.-

(a) Inability to face W.A.'s present
transport problems or to plan for
future needs.

(h) Failure to preserve the metropolitan
and rural rail systems of W.A.
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(c) Inadequate funding for road
construction in W.A.

(d) Excessive imposts on private
motorists and users of public
transport systems in W.A.

This is a motion of censure of the State
Government in respect of all facets of transport in
Western Australia, and of the Federal
Government for its failure to appreciate and
recognise the importance of transport in
Australia, with particular reference to Western
Australia.

It is perhaps a little ironical that I move this
motion at a time when road hauliers have
withdrawn their labour in respect of consignments
of goods to the north-west.

Mr Blaikie: You can move an amendment and
censure the union as well.

Mr MclVER: I am a little disappointed that
the Minister for Transport is not in this House so
that I could direct my criticism of the
Government to him personally. However, he is in
another place and I trust that the Minister
representing him in this House will convey the
suggestions and recommendations that I make, as
it is my intention to make constructive comments
whilst being critical of the Government.

The road transport situation in Western
Australia had deteriorated over a period of time,
due mainly to the policies implemented by
coalition Governments between 1959 and 1971
and from 1974 to the present time. In fact, the
transport situation in Australia today is chaotic.

I am delighted to know that the Premier and .1
are on common ground in this respect, because
when he went to Canberra recently to discuss
transport matters he was reported by The West
Australian of the 2nd September as stating that
Australia "was approaching a transport crisis."
However, the Premier did not point out that his
Government was one of the major contributing
factors to that crisis.

it would be most unfair of me to criticise the
Present Minister for Transport, because he has
been a member of Parliament for only a short
time and a Minister for even less time. I cannot
criticise him for the present situation, because
chaos existed long before he entered this
Parliament. However, his inexperience as a
member and a Minister does not excuse the
idiotic statements this Minister has been making
in relation to transport generally-statements
which are only idiotic, political garbage. 1 trust
the Premier will take up this matter with the
Minister. I intend to develop that point as I
unfold the theme of my remarks.

I mentioned earlier that road transport hauliers
had withdrawn their labour on the north-west run.
I firmly believe these people have a good case,
and I strongly support their claim for a standard
freight rate. In fact, the Opposition has supported
tils principle over a long period.

It is time the Government had a serious look at
the whole situation of road transport.
Unfortunately, we will always get minority groups
within any organisation who do not play the game
and there is a small number of road hauliers who
have not played the game for a number of years.
They have undercut the recognised freight rates
to the north-west in order to obtain consignments.
I emphasise this does not apply to all transport
operators, but unfortunately this minority group
has aggravated the position.

The major transport companies control the
cream of the freight to the north-west, while the
smaller consignments go to the subcontractors
and the owner-drivers. Thus, the small operators
do not receive anything like the monetary return
of the big companies.The owner-driver is
struggling to stay in the business while operating
on very fine profit margins. Members opposite
may say, "Why do they go into the industry?"
They are the same as the farmers; road transport
is in their blood. That is the type of work they
would wish to do all their lives. Just as a farmer
wishes to own his own farm, so it is the principal
objective and aim of the owner-driver to own his
own rig. However, when we take into
consideration his hire-purchase repayments and
his operating expenses -it can be seen he is
operating on a very line line. If he has a major
mechanical breakdown or even blows a tyre on
the run to the north-west, he is faced either with.
bankruptcy or with being placed so far behind
financially that he must leave the business.

Therefore it is of vital importance that the
Government take a serious look at this industry.
Most of these operators are Government
supporters, and members opposite have an
obligation to look after the people who keep them
in Government. However, in typical coalition
Government fashion, the Government has done
little to assist these people since the confrontation
commenced. I concede that discussions have been
and are being held in an endeavour to resolve the
dispute; but this does not get past the fact that
something must be done, and done quickly to
alleviate the problems being faced by these small
operators.

The main area of dispute centres around the
claim for a standard freight rate on goods carted
to the north-west. Recently, legislation was passed
through this Parliament requiring owner-drivers
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to keep accurate log books and authentic
documentation so the Transport Commission
knows. exactly where each consignment is going
and Who is responsible for that consignment so
that it can accurately assess road maintenance
tax. It is time the Government went a step further
and considered the implementation of standard
frtight rates to owner-drivers.

Let us consider the expenses an owner-driver
must incur before he leaves on a trip to the north-
west. He must obtain and pay for permits.
purcbase fuel and allow for expenses during the
trip.. In- addition, he must allow for possible
mechanical breakdowns or burst tyres. Without
labouring this point, I reiterate that these people
are operating on very small profit margins. Once
the driver travels north of the 26th parallel and
leaves the bitumen, the road is a road in name
only, and I do not need to emphasise to members
the wear and tear which results on his vehicle.

There is a great need to examine the overall
road transport situation in Western Australia in
an endeavour to improve the lot of' these people.
The situation is nothing new; it has occurred in
other countries. In fact, what is happening here in
a small way in relation to freight rates is rife in
America, where large monopolies control all
freights, with the small man getting only the
scraps from the plate. A similar situation is
developing in Western Australia. I am not a great
one for promoting strikes, but I do feel these
people have very good grounds for confrontation
at the moment.

I also believe the time has come when we must
impose certain restrictions on entry to the road
transport industry. We cannot have Joe 'Bloggs
and anyone else simply walking into this very
efficient field of transport, hoping to make big
profits. Rigs today cost thousands of dollars, and
most are equipped with air-conditioning and
sleeping compartments, and a certain standard
must be maintained.

This brings me to another point: The sooner the
Government makes up its mind to disband the
Road Traffic Authority and return to police
inspction of vehicles, the better. The Government
should return to the system which operated under
the Tonkin Labor Government, under the
guidance of the then Minister, and now Leader of
the Opposition, so that a proper inspection of
these vehicles is carried out under the auspices of
a department of motor vehicles.

I1 emphasise to the members of this Chamber
how frustrating it is when one is driving on the
open road to see so many of these substandard
transport vehicles, with smoke belching from

every part of the exhaust system, endeavouring to
negotiate a gradient. We have heard a speech
here tonight in relation to emission control. It is
difficult to see past some of these vehicles because
of the carbon-monoxide gases which are belching
from them. Do members opposite believe for one
moment that this is tolerated in any other
country? Of course it is not. The time is ripe for a
standard to be maintained. Those people who
wish to enter the transport field should prove that
they are financially capable of doing so.

We have a triplicate situation with the RTA,
the police, and the Department of Transport. If
the Government, for reasons of political
expediency, wishes to retain the RTA, this whole
questio n should be taken a step further. The
Transport Commission is responsible for issuing
permits. Therefore it should carry out the
inspections of these vehicles. It could be said that
this will add to the costs involved. However, if the
RTA is to be retained, the Transport Department
should be allowed at least to Carry out the
inspections of the vehicles, because it is
responsible for issuing the permits for the
consignment of all goods to the north.

A point, which has not been emphasised in
respect of the costs that have to be met by the
road hauliers, relates to petrol. There have been
many statements made on this matter, but the
present cost of fuel is a national scandal. It is a
Worse scandal than that created by Ned Kelly
when he roamed the wilds of Victoria! What is
happening in relation to petrol costs? The failure
of the Federal Government to accept the
recommendations of the Royal Commission in
relation to petroleum is absolutely scandalous. We
in Western Australia are subsidising the Eastern
States. The country people, particularly the
farmers, are subsidising the Perth motorists and
the commercial sections in regard to fuel.

1 am absolutedy staggered that Mr Anthony,
the Leader of the National Country Party, was
the main person advocating this move at a time
when the farmers in this State need every dollar
they can get their hands on. I do not believe the
people of Western Australia realise the situation
which faces the rural producers today.

Mr Laurance: That situation will only be solved
by finding more oil; not by driving the rigs away.

Mr Mclver: If the member for Gascoyne would
be quiet for a moment we will tear his argument
to shreds, because it is absolute rubbish.

Mr Laurance: After great effort we managed to
get the rigs back.

Mr McI VER: If members have a little patience
they will find that the picture will unfold. A
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Royal Commission carried out an in-depth study
in relation to the price of oil. The chairman of
that commission was justice Collins. Obviously it
must have been an in-depth inquiry because it
cost the taxpayers of Australia $1.5 million.
Evidence was taken from people in the petroleum
industry in every State in Australia. The Royal
Commission also travelled abroad to the major
oil-producing countries of the world. The
members of the commission visited Arabia. Iran,
the Arabian Gulf, and many other countries in
order to collate evidence.

When the members of the commission returned
to Australia it was obvious to them that the price
of petrol was 6c to 7c per gallon more than it
should have been. I will use the standard
measured gallon. Had the Government followed
the course taken by the New Zealand legislation
at that time it would have saved the motorists of
Australia millions of dollars.

As you will recall, Sir, everyone was awaiting
the outcome of the recommendations of the Royal
Commission. Then the Federal Government
introduced its Budget wherein it ignored the
recommendations made by Justice Collins and the
other members of the Royal Commission. The
Government did not accept the recommendations
in any form; and today the people of this country
are paying as a result of that decision.

Mr O'Connor: Do you know the price of fuel in
New Zealand?

Mr MOJVER: I do not know the price. I am
referring only to the legislation. .

Mr Sibson: Why don't you check it out?
Mr McI VER: I think that is rather irrelevant. I

am talking about the legislation.
Mr Laurance: You are talking about the price

of fuel.
Mr McIVER: I will be most interested to hear

the comments of the people who are interjecting
when they reply to the criticism I am levelling at
the Federal Government.

We must realise when dealing with oil
companies that we are dealing with very powerful
organisations which pour thousands of dollars into
the coffers of the Liberal-National Country Party
chalition Government, and it does not matter
what happens to the' primary producers of
Western Australia so long as they are pleased.
The Federal Government did not even have a
policy; it was leaving the matter to the States
while the States were relying on the Federal
Government to make the decision. The major
reason given by the Federal Government for its
rejection of the subsidy scheme was that it

Supported a free enterprise system; and in this
regard we come back to the interjection by the
member for Gascoyne.

Mr Laurance: Do you know what Mr Collard,
the former Federal member for Kalgoorlie, said
about the fuel equalisation scheme?

Mr MO!VER: I shall quote what has been said
by people who are really involved in this field. Mr
Collard is a layman, like I am.

To add insult to injury, and despite the fact
there was a clear indication that petrol prices
were 6ic or 7c a gallon more than they should be,
the oil companies then had the temerity to
approach the Prices Justification Tribunal for a
further increase.

Mr Blaikie: And what happened?
Mr McIVER: Unfortunately there was an

excess price of 6ic or 7c on every gallon of motor
spirit which is sold and at present it is ) Ic a
gallon.

Mr Blaikie: Who set up the PiT?
Mr McIVER: What has that to do with the

motion?
Mr Blaikie: You set it up because you were

worried about profits.
Mr McIVER: I shall ignore that interjection

because it shows complete illiteracy and ignorance
of the argument. The AACC report on crude oil
shows that the Federal Government prices oil on a
vastly different basis becaqse of the political
mechanisms and decisions of oil producers in the
Middle East. Can any member of this Chamber,
including the member for Gascoyne and the
member for Vasse, demonstrate why the Esso
company, as a result of those political decisions,
has the right to increase its price for crude oil
from Bass Strait?

Mr Blaikic: I can tell you.
Mr Mel VER: I am all ears!
Mr Blaikie: You send Mr Whitlam away and

he has breakfast with a couple of Arabs.
Mr McI VER: Good grief!
Mr Blaikie: And falls in a hole.
Mr MOIVER: Is that not shocking!
Mr Blaikie: Come on, keep going.
Mr McIV ER: One of the shocking facets of the

Federal Government's failure to accept any of the
recommendations of the Royal Commission is
that there is no tax. Mr Anthony has said that he
will consider a resource tax; but when a Minister
in the present Federal Government says that he
will consider a tax it means in essence that
nothing will be done about the matter.
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Mr Laurance: I hope you are right!
Mr McI VER: Liberal members may treat this

matter lightly, but the shocking thing is that while
country people are paying petrol prices which
have risen once again, as we saw from yesterday's
media, oil companies are receiving half a million
dollars a day in profit.

Mr Blaikie: Justified by the PJT that your
Government set up.

Mr McIVER: The new South Wales Labor
Government could see quite clearly that motorists
generally in that State were subsidising the
Melbourne motorists and that New South Wales
country people were subsidising the Sydney
motorists; and so that Government aborted the
decision of the PJT. The Minister for Consumer
Protection (Mr Sid Einfeld) introduced a petrol
equalisation scheme for a three months' trial. I
understand that only a short time ago this period
was extended. The result is that if one purchases
petrol in Wollongong one pays the same price as
that paid in Katoomba. That is what should be,
happening here and the Government has the
power to do it.

Mr Blaikie: That did happen here, and what
happened to it?

Mr McIVER: I shall answer the knowledge
boxes shortly! We must bear in mind that the
Royal Commission cost us $1.5 million; so we can
understand that it was an ia-depth inquiry. For
the benefit particularly of the member (or
Gascoyne and the member for Vasse I shall quote
what the Australian Automobile Chamber of
Commerce had to say in relation to the Federal
Government's failure to accept the
recommendations of the Royal Commission. I
quote-

The Australian Automobile Chamber of
Commerce today accused the Federal
Government of deliberately confusing the
public over the pricing of petrol.

AACC Executive Director, Graham Mill,
said in Melbourne that it appeared the
Government had included statements on the
future pricing of local crude oil in the Budget
as a means of covering up the huge handout
to major oil companies. He said the
Government had given inflation a massive
boost to finance what was nothing more than
a "Payola" bonanza for international oil
concerns, and at the same time placed a big
question mark over Australia's future oil
reserves.

"There will be no real benefits coming
from the current price decisions", Mr Mill
said, "but all Australians will pay dearly for

it. Subsequent statements by the Prime
Minister after the Budget, which compared
the price of petrol in Australia with that
applying in overseas countries, has convinced
the AACC that either the Governmrent dues
not know what it is talking about or is trying
to deliberately deceive the Australian
people."
Sitting suspended from 6. 15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mir McIV ER: Prior to the tea suspension I was
quoting from a document prepared by the
Australian Automobile Chamber of Commerce in
relation to the Federal Government's failure to
accept the Royal Commission's recommendations.
I was highlighting the reasons for the chamber's
opposition to that decision.

It will be recalled that the members for
Gascoyne and Vasse asked whether the reason for
this was to encourage oil companies to further
drill for oil. Instead of my answering the question,
let the AACC answer it. Surely this body is in a
position to know something about the industry.
Mr Mill went on to say-

"Mr. Lynch's suggestion that the
Government's decision to increase prices of
indigenous Australian crude oil would
encourage further exploration by Australian
and overseas oil companies was ridiculous.
Sufficient incentives already exist", Mr. Mill
said..

"What is really happening is the
Government is providing money to
international oil companies to buy into other
Australian energy resources so that they can
continue the pernicious monopoly of world
energy resou rces. This is highlighted
graphically by Esso's reported purchase of
twenty-five percent of a major Queensland
coal deposit for $24 million.

It is not my intention to quote at length from the
document, so I will conclude with the following
extract-

"The other fallacy is that the international
oil companies will immediately turn around
and spend these new windfall profits on
exploration for oil in and around Australia
for Australian consumption. In fact they will
continue as they have always done and
search for oil in the most cost efficient areas
of the world. Australia is not one of these.
Our nearer neighbours Indonesia and
Malaysia already have attracted considerable
interest by major oil companies and BHP as
potential areas of high grade petroleum
feedstock.
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This is a special message for the members for
Gascoyne and Vasse. The letter continues-

-Anybody Who thinks that the oil
coVmpanies are going to rush out and start
drilling all over Australia once more is a fool
and the biggest ones appear to be the
principle government advisors", Mr Collins
said.

Mr Sibson: On what basis is that statement
made? Thai would be a broad statement to make.

Mr McIVER: It was made by the AACC and
surely, as he is in the motor trade, the member for
Bunbury would recognise that body.

Mr Sibson: Members of that body are not
always right.

Mr McI VER: Members of that chamber would
not hand out Labor how-to-vote cards on election
day. They are not left-wing members or members
of the KGB. They are very responsible business
people.

Mr Sibson: That is right.
Mr McI VER: I trust that answers the question.
Mr Sodeman: That proves the point made by

the members for Gascoyne and Vasse.
Mr McIV ER: I forecast that there will be a big

takeover by the oil companies of the small service
stations in this State. I do not have to remind
members of what has been taking place for a long
time and is still taking place in this regard. As
soon as a service station proprietor proves his
business is viable and increases his sales, the oil
company concerned increases the rent. The
proprietor can accept these increases for only so
long, before he has to retrench his bowser
attendants and so aggravate the unemployment
problem. The end result is that he has no recourse
but to sell his business or diversify into some other
field. Why should he have to do this? He has
taken on the garage because that is the work he
wants to do.

I come back to my point that the Government
can do in Western Australia what has been
accomplished in New South Wales. It can adopt a
petrol equalisation scheme.

Mr Blaikie: How does Solo get on in New
South Wales?

Mr McI VER: Solo sells the petrol at the same
price at which it is sold by everyone else. It is an
equalisation scheme. The honourable member
could not have heard what I said before.

Mr Bertram: He heard, but did not understand.
Mr McIVER: Probably members think that

was a political statement because a Labor
Government is in office in New South Wales. Let

us study what the Secretary of the Western
Australian Automobile Chamber of Commerce
thinks about this matter. He wrote-

The Hon. S. D. Einfeld, M.L.A.,
Minister for Consumer Affairs,
I Oxford Street,
DARLINGHURST. N.S.W. 2010
Dear Mr. Einfeld,
I have been requested by the Executive of
this Chamber-

I will repeat that because obviously he is not
writing the letter on his own account, but as a
result of a direction of the chamber-the result of
a unanimous decision-

I have been r equested by the executive of this
chamber to express to you personally and to
your Government, our admiration for the
courageous step you have taken with respect
to petrol prices in New South Wales and the
refusal to allow the obviously unnecessary
wholesale price increases that have regularly
been approved by the Prices Justification
Tribunal to be passed onto consumers and
industry in your State.
This Chamber has long advocated, along
with its federal organisation the Australian
Automobile Chamber of Commerce, that
there could be no possible justification (or
the P.J.T. to grant further increases as long
as the justified wholesale price was not being
fully utilised in all sectors of the Australian
market by the oil companies. We maintain in
effect that the P.J.T_ were allowing some
sectors of the Australian public and industry
to pay higher prices for motor spirit and in
effect subsidising cheaper fuel for other
sectors purely because such an arrangement
suited oil company marketing methods.

The fact is that oil companies, through their
rigid control over the retail market, are
selling in Perth, petrol at the retail level at a
lower Figure than has been approved by the
P.J.T. at the wholesale level and evidently
this Situation has rightly struck you and your
Government as being ludicrous.

It is this type of situation which obviously
decided the Federal Royal Commission on
Petroleum to recommend the establishment
of a national fuel agency and it is to be
intensely regretted that in the national
interest the Federal Government has avoided
its responsibilities in this regard. However,
sound decisions such as displayed by your
Government could still force the oil industry
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to a more rational distribution network and a
fairer pricing policy.

Again, our commendation for the sound
decision taken by your Government.

Yours faithfully,
W. F. Harry

Executive Director
I have clearly indicated to the House the situation
which exists today. It is scandalous. The increase
in the price of fuel means that we in the country
are subsidising city motorists. The effect on
country transport will be drastic. The transport
industry employs more people, directly and
indirectly, than any other industry in Australia.
The whole transport system is now in a chaotic
state,' but the Government is not attempting to
introduce any corrective measures.

We have heard much talk about the fight
against inflation, but the Government has done
nothing except aggravate the situation. What is
even more shocking is that the Leader of the
National Country Party (Mr Anthony) who
purports to be the leader of the primary
producing sector, is. the person responsible for the
increases in fuel prices. He should be taken to a
10-acre paddock and made to stone pick for two
weeks. 1

Mr Old: It would not take him two weeks to
pick 10 acres.

Mr Mel VER: Then he should be made to c ount
the doublegees also. The situation is scandalous,
and these decisions are made by people who are
supposed to represent primary producers. I have
not heard one bleat from National Country Party
members in this Chamber with regard to the
increase in fuel prices. They should be shouting
from the rooftops because of the increase in the
price of fuel. However, we in the country are
subsidising industry and city motorists. It is time
this Government had a look at the matter and put
some machinery into action to formulate an
equalisation scheme, as has been done in New
South Wales. If this Government is sincere it will
have a look at that scheme.

To add insult to injury, we saw in yesterday's
Press that the price of petrol is to be further
increased by 2c a litre at metropolitan pumps.
Although that increase was approved by the
Prices Justification Tribunal, it is still a
scandalous and shocking situation.

My final quote with regard to the fuel aspect
of transport is by Mr J. M. Greenwood, the
President of the Australian Automobile
Association. I might say I do not think Mr
Greenwood would be found handing out Labor

how-to-vote cards on election day, although I do
not know his political colour. The article is
headed, "Crude oil price 'Disaster' should be
avoided", and reads-

The Australian Government should
consider very carefully any increase in local
crude oil prices, the President of the
Australian Automobile Association, Mr J.
M. Greenwood, said this week.

He was commenting on an undertaking by
the Prime Minister at the Australian
Petroleum Exploration Association's annual
conference that local crude prices would be
increased after the three-month wage and
price freeze.

What a joke that was. The Royal Commission
recommendations were before the Federal
Government. To continue-

Mr Greenwood said the- Cabinet's earlier
long delay in announcing its decision on local
crude oil prices had given hope that Australia
may be spared the "disaster" of pitching its
oil at world parity prices.

The Industries Assistance Commission has
recommended a gradual increase to these
levels by 1985.

"Adoption of world parity for our crude oil
would be illogical and would run counter to
the best interests of Australia as a whole,"
said Mr Greenwood.

"Any increase would adversely affect our
present struggle to hold inflation down," he
added.

1 'have not quoted the complete document, Mr
Spehker, because I know the rules of this House.
The document stated that any increase in price
would adversely affect the present struggle to hold
down inflation.

Every day concern is expressed about inflation,
but how sincere are those people across the way?
The sooner there is a Federal election, the better.
There is no question that Labor will be returned
once again in South Australia, and I only hope it
will be the same story with regard to the Federal
sphere. These statements from strong supporters
of the coalition Government will increase in
crescendo when the date of the Federal elect ion is
announced.

Mr Coyne: I wish I was a betting man!
Mr McTVER: The member should not be too

sure. He will have a bet to settle next Saturday.
With regard to road- hauliers and road

transport generally, the increase in Fuel costs has
aggravated their problems considerably. We have
the situation of owner-drivers withdrawing their
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labour and demanding a standard freight rate for
consignments to the north. I believe their case is
justified and it should be given every
consideration for the reasons I have outlined.

Another facet of transport in Western
Australia is the Metropolitan Transport Trust.
We are very fortunate that the Chairman of the
Mill (Mr Shea) is a most capable and
conscientious person. He is renowned throughout
Australia for his ability in the transport field. He
has left no stone unturned in his attempt to
improve the service of the MTT.

First of all I want to clear up a misleading
point. Despite the fact that the Liberal Party
made great play on the purchase of Mercedes
Benz buses, it should be understood that those
buses were ordered during the term of the
previous Tonkin Labor Government. So, do not
let us have any hassle about that. The Labor
Government made a positive and direct move to
impro'e the transport system in Western
Australia.

Mr O'Connor: When was this?
Mr McIVER: The Tonkin Labor Government

ordered the new Mercedes Benz buses. It was a
Cabinet decision that new buses should be
purchased.

Mr O'Connor: Who sent away the
. epresentatives to look at them, and make the

epessary arrangements in connection with them
in Italy?

Mr McIVER: I do not know about that, but the
Minister cannot deny it was a' Labor Government
decision.

Mr O'Connor: Yes, but the Labor Government
did not initiate the action.

Mr McIVER: The Minister who is interjecting
opened the Westrail centre, but who initiated that
project? Which Government allocated the funds
for that Centre?

Mr O'Connor. I well remember that opening,
but the funds did not come from a Labor
Government.

Mr McIVER: Take the Narrows Bridge, for
example. Who initiated the construction of that
bridge?

Mr O'Connor: I was only a boy then.
Mr McIV ER: That is what happens in

government, and it is only a talking point. The
Minister is using a ridiculous argument, Mr
Speaker. Governments change from time to time
ahd something initiated by one Government can
be completed by another. That situation applies
equally to this Government.

Mr Coyne: I am going to open the Meekatharra
extension.

Mr McIVER: I have unlimited time and I am
as fresh as a daisy. I feel I could live to. .104 s0
there is no reason for me to hurry tonight.

Mr Sodeman: We enjoy listening to you.
Mr T. HI. Jones: Be fair, he has only four hours

to go!
Mr McIVER: The first move the Government

in Western Australia should take to induce people
to use public transport is to reduce fares. The
Premier looks at me in horror.

Sir Charles Court: I have not looked at you yet!
Mr McIVER: The same thing happened when

this idea was announced in New South Wales
People there said the deficit would be
astronomical. We do have to provide an
inducement to the public if we are to get them to
use the MTT services. At the present time many
members of the work force cease work at
fluctuating hours. In the summertime they have
to board buses in which there is standing room
only, and have to hang onto straps in a hot and
sticky bus, and for all this they have to pay full
fare.

Is it any wonder that the average person is
prepared to put up with the congestion on
Canning Bridge and the other inlets into the city,
such as the Causeway and the West Perth
subway, rather than utilise the Mill buses?

Mr Bertram: No.
Mr Young: Have you compared the fares of

Sydney and Melbourne with those of Perth?
Mr McI VER: I will clear that point up now.
Mr Skidmore: When a question is asked of the

member for Avon the answer is given in a very
nice way.

Mr McIVER: I shall quote, for the benefit of
the member for Scarborough, from a magazine
titled Railways of Australia Network. The article
is headed, "Back to Public Transport".

Mr Barnett: The temporary member for
Scarborough.

Mr McI VER: I quote as follows-
Just over a year ago a newly elected

Government in New South Wales - the
State in which the greatest number Of
passengers are carried on public transport in
a year - reduced fares by an average of 20
per cent.

It was a daring move in a time of inflation
and many doubted whether the inducement
would be enough to reverse the downward
trend in passengers that had been evident in
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the past 20 years - the years, significantly,
that have witnessed the proliferation of the
private motor vehicle.

Figures available so far indicate that for
the first time in 10 years the downward trend
has been reversed. It is a big plus for public
transport.

Mr Speaker, you will recall during the last session
of Parliament that I prophesised this would
happen. By reducing fares the people would be
induced to use public transport. The Minister for
Transport took me to task for going to New South
Wales to study this proposal. To continue-

Although, in a climate of rising costs, the
economies implicit in use of public transport
have no doubt been a major reason for the
increased patronage, there have been other,
perhaps less apparent, reasons.

The uninhibited use of the private motor
vehicle - once greeted as a means of freeing
commuters from the need to use public
transport - in bringing more and more
vehicles onto already overcrowded streets, is
making that mode of transport increasingly
less attractive. As will lack of parking space
and restrictive parking signs in destination
areas add to the motorists' problems.

That is parallel to our situation. To continue-
However, in a world becoming more and

more conscious of the need for conservation
of energy sources, the small but definite
trend in New South Wales is encouraging.

Mr O'Connor: What was the increase in
patronage and what was the deficit?

Mr McI VER: I do not know the deficit, hut as
in Western Australia the New South Wales
Government balanced its Budget.

Sir Charles Court: Not on its passenger
transport.

Mr McIVER: A balanced budget seems to be
the important thing.

Mr Young: After the reduction New South
Wales still didn't match our fares.

Mr McIVER: To continue with the quote-
In the United States, President Carter is

looking to public transport as one factor in
his energy conservation programme. Here in
Australia the National Energy Advisory
Committee has also recommended the more
effective use of public transport.

With freedom of choice still available to
commuters, it is interesting to note that the
trend towards greater use of public transport
has been a voluntary one.

This Government should follow similar lines and
induce the public to utilise the MTT services with
a reduction in fares. The New South Wales
arrangement applied also to the ferries. I strongly
advocate that the Government should look at this
question of a reduction in fares.

As a further inducement the buses should have
a special lane in which to travel express to the
city. Some time ago the Government initiated the
park-and-ride concept. I am not conversant with
the area but I believe the station is in Innaloo. We
should be expanding this sort of service, even
though last night a Liberal spokesman opposed
that move.

I believe there should be a special lane on
Canning Bridge for the exclusive use of buses and
taxis in peak periods.

Mr T. H. Jones: This is very effective in
Nottingham, England.

Mr McIV ER: This type of service during peak
periods should be attempted and I trust the
Government will continue to make sufficient
funds available to provide modern buses for the
community.

We need to look at the way Perth is spreading
in the respective corridors. Unfortunately, all the
developers care about is to quickly subdivide the
land ready for sale and they have no interest in
providing transport arrangements to these fringe
areas. They expect the Government to do this.
This increases operating costs when people travel
in from areas around Wanneroo using public
transport. The developers automatically believe
that the Government overnight can provide this
transport. However, this is very difficult to
achieve, particularly in the Mandurah-
Rockingham area. To implement these services
we need a more modern fleet of buses.

Mr O'Conner: A more modern fleet than we
have at present?

Mr McIVER: I believe we should add to our
present fleet, although it is not for me to say what
type of bus should be purchased. Perhaps the
articulated buses would be suitable. But we need
more of them so that people are not jammed in
like sardines, and so that we can move people far
quicker than we are doing at the present time.

I consider the Clipper service should be
extended, particularly to West Perth where most
of the medical practitioners, X-ray laboratories,
and so on are situated. This would provide
transport for pensioners to the medical offices and
obviate the necessity for them to walk to and from
the Clipper service. It would be of great benefit
and the cost would be very small.
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The situation in regard to the transport system
has developed, in the main, while the present
Government has been in office. It is not entirely
to blame for the chaos, because Governments
change. Unfortunately, the Labor Party was in
office for only a few years and did not have an
opportunity to prove itself to the people. lust
when we were getting on our feet in relation to
transport, we were defeated. The Perth City
Council must take some of the blame because it
was creating car parks when it should not have
been allowed to do so. It was disgraceful to allow
a car park to be built at Park Towers, and the
Government is partly responsible for that.

A start must be made on the installation of
synchronised traffic lights to expedite city traffic.
Admittedly, considerable cost is involved, but it is
a great advantage to have traffic lights
synchronised from one centre. In Brisbane Street,
Sydney, two sergeants and three highly trained
officers are on duty 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, operating the synchronised traffic lights.
They regulate and control the approaches to the
Sydney Harbour Bridge and the traffic fow in
the entire city block.

This system also plays a big part in regard to
crime in the city. There are closed circuit
television cameras at strategic points throughout
the city and the officers operating the lights have
it all before them. On many occasions stolen cars
have been located in a matter of minutes. When I
was there a bank robbery took place; the thieves
were pinpointed, patrol cars were sent out, and
they were apprehended in minutes.

I am not concerned about crime at the moment
but about the flow of traffic in the central
business district. We must make a
commencement on the installation of
synchronised traffic lights.

The Government is failing overall. It does not
have a policy in relation to transport. The
Director-General of Transport has compiled two
booklets on transport policy for Perth and he must
be commended on the work that has gone into
them. Many hours have been spent collating
evidence on the number of vehicles in the city, the
number of people who travel in the vehicles, and
so on. But no lead has been given on what is
required. Of course, the department can only
make recommendations; the Government must
make finance available. The report gives a great
deal of statistical information, but although it is a
Comprehensive document it does nothing to relieve
the transport problem in Perth at the present
time.

Another industry which has been very

suppressed and needs urgent attention is the taxi
industry. Here we have a body of people who
desire to be taxi operators, drivers, and owners.
The industry has been suffering because of rising
costs. I have already emphasised the situation
resulting from the cost of fuel, and it goes without
saying there must be a rise in taxi fares.

The problems of the taxi industry are being
aggravated by the encroachment of courtesy cars
operated by the large hotel consortiums. The Taxi
Control Board is considering this matter at the
present time and has made recommendations to
the Minister. Pressure is being put on the board
by the Taxi Operators' Association. For the sake
of those in the industry, I hope the representations
will result in a prohibition on courtesy cars, or
that at least stringent controls will be placed on
the operation of courtesy cars because they
encroach into taxi operations and erode that
particular facet of transport.

Taxi drivers work between 65 and 70 hours a
week-the average would be at least 60 hours a
week-and that is far too long for anyone to have
to work to gain a reasonable living. A taxi owner
has to cover the operating costs of his taxi and, in
many cases, hire-purchase commitments. in
addition, under the ive-year plan, he must
purchase a new car every five years.

Mr Sibson: Would you agree those who lease
their taxis are the most inconvenienced
financially?

Mr McIVER: I would go along with that.
However, they are all faced with difficulties.

Mr O'Connor: What do they net a week on
average?

Mr McIVER: I would say between $180 and
$200, which is not very much when one considers
the average age of those in the industry and the
fact that they must educate their children as well
as meet operating costs. I think they are getting a
raw deal.

Mr T. H. Jones: They work long hours for little
return.

Mr McI VER: They work long hours and under
great strain. In addition, they now have to cope
with vandals in the late hours, and the damage
they do to the cars.

Mr Blaikie: Do you think the Taxi Control
Board is a bit insensitive to their needs?

Mr Mel VER: I think there should be much
more liaison between taxi operators and the
board. I believe the board is needed in order to
establish conditions and rates. Without the board,
chaos would result, as in the case of road hauliers.
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There would always be a minority who would
undercut to obtain a fare.

At the present time, the taxi industry is going
through a very difficult period, which adds to the
chaos in relation to transport in Western
Australia. We' often hear people complaining
about taxis-they have to wait a long time or
cannot get a taxi-but there is more to it than
that. I hope every consideration is given to the
effect of the courtesy cars on the taxi ind ustry; I
consider the taxi drivers have a genuine case in
this connection.

Representatives of the Taxi Operators'
Association have supplied me with details of some
improvements which could assist their industry.
These are pertinent points, and so I will have
them recorded in Hansard. The first suggested
improvement is-

Stronger action to be taken with jay
walkers, particularly in Murray Street and St
George's Terrace.

That does not need elaboration: it is self-
explanatory. The next point is-

All hotels to have pick up and setdown
facilities for cabs, The City Clipper Service
to extend North of the line.

I have emphasised this point already. To
continue-

Night-clubs to have pickup and setdown
facilities for cabs.

State Housing Commission, Plain Street,
to have pickup and setdown facilities for
cabs.

This is a Government instrumentality and daily
we see a stream of taxis going to the Housing
Commission. To continue-

Taxis to be permitted to pick up and set
down at all bus stops, provided the time lapse
is not too great.

I want to emphasise here that if busways or
express lanes were set aside for buses, I believe
taxicabs should be permitted to use these lanes.
To continue-

The bus stands in Murray Street at the
Commonwealth Bank to be moved to the
opposite side of the road to facilitate. an
easier flow of traffic.

Taxi stand signs to be made larger and
illuminated at night.

All private homes and business houses to
have large numbers displayed.

This latter point is self-explanatory and as
members are aware nothing is more frustrating

than to search for a house number on a wet,
drizzly night. The list continues-

Permission to be granted to taxis to pick
up and set down passengers and airport crews
in the bus bay at the Airport during the
winter months.

Tow trucks to be permitted to impound
any vehicles left on clearways during
restricted times.

The implementation of this idea would speed up
city traffic. The clearways should be more closely
policed during busy periods. Motorists respected
the clearway signs for a while, but the situation
now is that more action should be taken against
offenders. If these people are not stopped, the
practice of ignoring these signs will continue. The
list continues-

There should be arrows put on at the
corner of Fitzgerald and Newcastle Streets
and Aberdeen and Newcastle Streets.

There are many other streets that need to
be looked at to easing driving conditions in
the inner and outer suburbs.

I realise that many of the matters to which I have
referred come within the province of the local
authorities. However, the suggestions should be
supported strongly by the Government to ensure
that they are implemented. The next proposal
reads as follows-

To synchronise all traffic lights in the city
block.

I have referred to that matter already. To
continue-

The Perth Entertainment Centre to
provide drive in pick up and set down
facilities.

Extend Myers Rank with the four meters
that are now in front of the Rank and just
behind the Bus Stand.

The Entertainment Centre Car Park and
the one opposite to be made into two huge
multi storey car parks to make up for meters
taken away from the City Block, also the car
park on Beaufort Street opposite the Court.
and Free Clipper Service to the city to keep
the public happy.

I must say I do not entirely agree in regard to the
car parks, but that is my own viewpoint and not
the view of the taxi operators.

Mr Sibson: Most of what you are saying is your
own point of view, I hope.

Mr McIVER: Naturally. Currently the taxicab
operators of Perth are undergoing a very trying
period. Their lot could be made a great deal easier
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if they were given more consideration. Courtesy
services are now being operated by the Sheraton-
Perth Hotel, the Hotel Parmelia, and Riverside
Lodge Hotel. I trust that the vehicles used to
operate these services are not ordinary low-priced
motorcars, because if a hack-type service is used,
it will further erode the incomes of taxi operators
of Western Australia.

I wish the taxi operators luck in their
recommendations to the board, and I trust that
the Government will give these recommendations
a very sympathetic hearing when they are
presented.

The other aspect of transport I wish to speak
about tonight is the Western Australian railway
system. Westrail has given wonderful service to
the people of our State. It has assisted with our
expansion, and it is worthy of note that the annual
income of railway employees in Western
Australia exceeds $84 million. We can add to that
figure the amount of $23 million which is spent
by the respective branches throughout the State
on stores. So in essence this is an industry that
contributes $107 million a year to the economy of
Western Australia.

I trust, Mr Speaker, that you will allow me to
digress very briefly from my motion. I have
moved this motion tonight with a degree of pride.
When I applied for a position in the Railways
Department on the 30th May, .1944, 1 little
thought that I would ever be standing in the
Parliament of the State advocating improvements
to our railway system. I had just left school at
that time, and in an endeavour to gain a little
status in applying for the job, I borrowed my
brother's Air Force long pants. He was on leave,
and I Wore these borrowed clothes so I would look
a little taller and appear a little more official
when I sought an interview for the position of a
junior worker.

It was vastly different in those days from what
it is now. One had to be of a certain height and a
certain weight, and have attained certain
academic qualifications, to be eligible for
employment as a junior worker. Of course, today
that position has changed and the situation is
more flexible. I thank you, Mr Speaker, for
allowing me to make those few remarks as a
preface to my remarks on our rail system.

Mr T. H. Jones: You were reminiscing.
Mr McI VER: At this stage I would like to refer

to a statement made by the Premier of this State.
I thought this was one of the most hypocritical
statements ever made, although what he said was
factual.

Sir Charles Court: That would take the prize!

Mr H-arman: Watch him-he might ask for it
to be withdrawn.

Mr McIVER: Recently the Premier spoke in
Canberra about railway and freight reforms. In
part the report of his comments reads 'as
follows-

Sir Charles said that the railways were
operating below economic speeds and axle
loadings because lack of finance had meant
that they had to be built too lightly.

To carry modern tonnages, more trains
and -more staff were needed. This added to
capital and recurrent costs-and therefore to
freight charges.

He went on to say-
Railways needed to be reconsidered

because they could Carry greater tonnages in
single trains than roads.

Mr Coyne: Hear, hear!
Mr McIVER: To continue-

This provided high-volume, cost-saving
transport.

"Let us think in terms of trains carrying
big tonnages on totally graded separate
tracks, crossing no roads and conflicting with
no other traffic, simply carrying massive
volumes of freight from centre to centre," he
said.

Sir Charles said that the third challenge
was reorganisation.

Bottlenecks and incompatible linkages
between different forms of transport had to
be overcome.

The economies of continuing door-to-door
delivery in single vehicles indefinitely and to
an exaggerated extent were questionable.

It would be better to devote more attention
to maximising the cost savings of bulk
movement.

If anyone has been in a position to carry out that,
it is the Premier of this State.

Sir Charles Court: And he has done it.
Mr McIVER: He was the Minister for

Railways when the change was made from the 3
ft. 6 in. line to the standard guage line, and he
was the one who could have done all those things
then.

Sir Charles Court: And did it.
Mr Mel VER: However, the railway system has

been starved of funds by the State Government
and the Federal Government, and the system is in
a chaotic situation now. Our railways are a
disgrace, and our system at present would be the
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joke of the world; particularly our suburban
service. Is it any wonder the patronage of the
suburban service is declining? The Premier went
to Canberra and made that statement, knowing
full well that the policies of his Government are
more, and more for diverting freezer freight and
other freight to road transport. How hypocritical
can he be? He cannot get away from that, nor can
he deny it.

The decision of the Premier of Western
Australia when he was Minister for
Railways-which I will deal with in greater detail
later--cost the people of Western Australia
millions of dollars. That was the result of his
obstinacy. The Avon terminal was opened months
before it should have been opened, because the
then Minister for Railways said it would open on
that date.

Sir Charles Court: The unions were pressing to
put it into operation.

Mr McI VER: I will quote what happened, and
the Premier will have the opportunity to refute it.

Sir Charles Court: Who got the rail
standardised?

Mr McIVER: Let the Premier be patient until
I have finished.

Sir Charles Court: Didn't you favour
standardisation so that you could have bigger
wheat trains?

Mr McIVER: Of course I did, but everything
must take time; and now it will cost the people of
Western Australia an additional $60 million or
$70 million to have the track rerailed and
reballasted, because the Premier would not listen
when he was told by the commission that 94-
pound rails were too light. Even the gangers who
were laying the rail said it was too light.

Sir Charles Court: Why don't you stick to the
facts? The Minister who will answer you will tell
you that he joined with me in trying to get heavier
rails.

Mr McIVER: We will get around to the
previous Minister.

Sir Charles Court: You stick to the facts.
Mr MclVER: I am sticking to the facts.
Sir Charles Court: We wanted the heavier rails.

Who put in the better iron ore wagons and wheat
wagons?

MrT MOIVER: I will get around to all thlat.
Sir Charles Court: Stick to the facts instead of

getting all confused.
Mr McI VER: I am not confused at all; we have

hit on a raw spot of the Government.
Sir Charles Court: Think about interstate

traffic instead of fiddling around with little local
stuff. It is all part of a greater scheme.

Mr McIVER: The greater scheme is costing us
dearly because the system is grinding to a halt as
a result of the Premier's decision.

Sir Charles Court: It was not OUr decision at
all; the Minister will tell you that, because he was
the one who was trying to get the heavier rails.

Mr McI VER: I mentioned previously that the
railway system in Western Australia is stagnant.
Let US look at what is happening in other parts of
Australia, and compare it with Western
Australia.

Let me refer irstly to Queensland. Here let me
apologise to the Premier of that State becuse I
did not think he was much of an economist
compared with our Premier. However, now I
think our Premier would be nowhere near the
Premier of Queensland who, according to the
article I have in my hand, is a mile in front.

At present the Queensland railway system is
undergoing a great change, particularly in the
City of Brisbane where electrification is taking
place. In this respect I would like to quote once
again from Railways of Australia Network.

Mr Shalders; I didn't think much of the central
station when we were there.

Mr McI VER: That was not the central station.
Mr Shalders: I didn't think much of it, anyway.
Mr McIVER: The article states-

Brisbane's massive public transport
programme received another "shot in the
arm" recntly with the letting of a $19.4
million contract for electric passenger rail
cars.

The 39 electric cars, to be built by
Walkers-A.S.E.A. Pty Ltd., Maryborough,
will revolutionise rail travel in Brisbane.

The Queensland capital is gearing up for
an exciting new rail era. The face of the
city's rail network is progressively changing
as new and reconstructed rail bridges,
viaducts, tunnels and station complexes
appear.

The first regular electric passenger services
will be operating between Darra and Ferny
Grove by mid 1979.

in conjunction with this the north and
southside rail networks are being joined by a
cross-river connection to form one complete
interconnected suburban system.

Already Brisbane commuters are
benefiting from this $100 million
redevelopment programme.
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The new electric trains will be the most
modern in Australia and possibly in the
southern hemisphere. Other comfort features
include soft woollen fabric seating, tinted
windows, woollen carpets in the seating,
sections and studded rubber floors in the
vestibules.

Electrification will mean nearly 25 per
cent faster travelling times than with the
existing diesel trains.

The cars will be capable of speeds up to
120 km per hour, but the actual maximum
operating speed in the suburban area will be
100 km per hour.

The 39 cars will operate as 13 three-car
units or six six-car trains with one spare unit.
A three-car unit will comprise a driver-motor
car, a central motor car and a driver-trailer
car w hich is unmotored.

Eighty people will be seated in each of the
driver-motor and driver-trailer cars, while
there will be 88 seats in the central car.
Passengers will be seated two-by-two on each
side of the aisle. The total carrying capacity
of a six-car train will exceed 1 000
passengers.

That is a little different from here where we have
the Royal Show coming up, and once again we
will not have sufficient railcars to shift patrons
who wish to use the rail service 'to travel to the
show.

Mr Blaikie: Brisbane has the worst passenger
bus service in the whole of Australia. It is run by
the Brisbane City Council. Be fair.

Mr McIV ER: 1 am talking about the
electrification of the rail system. What is the
member for Vasse talking about?

Mr Blaikie: I am talking about the passenger
bus service.

Mr McIVER: I am not talking about that.
Mr Blaikie: You wouldn't want to, either.
Mr McIVER: The article continues-

The new electric cars will have stringent
inbuilt safety features. These include energy
absorbing couplings, anti-climb bars on the
ends of cars, power operated automatic
sliding doors. ...

Thai is important. Funds are required to purchase
new cars; they cannot be purchased without
funds; and the cry from the Government
constantly when we question it in this House is
that it has a lack of funds. If Queensland can do
this without the assistance of the Federal

Government, why cannot Western Australia do
it?

Mr T. H-. Jones: We are the State on the move,
you know.

Mr McIVER: Let us now look at the funding
situation. The article states--

The 39 electric cars are being funded by
the Queensland Government from a special
allocation of State funds.

The Federal Government has side-stepped
its responsibility to pay two-thirds of the cost
of the cars.

The Commonwealth indicated that no
funds will be available to Queensland for the
electric cars but, at the same time, kept its
options open by indicating that if we award
the contract, it won't prejudice possible
future funding for the cars or other
associated urban public transport projects.

Canberra has now officially told
Queensland that the Australian Urban
Passenger Train Project has been scrapped.
(This was a plan for a standard electric train
for all main line capital cities.)

Mr T. H. Jones: New federalism!
Mr McIV ER: Yes, is it not marvellous! The

article continues-
Queensland has now been given the run-

around on electric rollingstock -by two
Federal Governments.

There it is; $100 million, and that State is not
worried about going to Canberra. It is doing that
on its own.

Mr Sibson: What is happening in New South
Wales?

Mr McIVER: I am very pleased the member
for Bunbury raised that point because in New
South Wales the Wran Labor Government is
going to give a $75 million boost to the State
railway system.

The Sydney Morning Herald of the 17th June,
states as follows-

The State Government awarded yesterday
contracts worth more than $75.3 million to
build 150 double-deck rail carriages and 40
locomotives.

The Premier, Mr Wran, said in Newcastle
last night that the rail carriages contract had
been won by the Newcastle-based firm A.
Goninan and Company Ltd. a subsidiary of
Howard Smith Industries Pty Ltd.

The company would produce 80 double-
deck motor carriages, worth $357 414 each,
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and 70 trailer carriages worth $192 480 each
by February, 1980.

Mr Sibson: That is good, is it not?
Mr McIVER: Mr Speaker, the member for

Bunbury is quite remarkable. He cries on the
shoulder of the former Minister for Transport in
an endeavour to retain the Australind, the
Bunbury Belle and the Shopper but it is a
different story when he stands in the House to
make a speech. I will bet he does not tell his
constituents what he says in this House.

Mr Sibson: I wanted to ask you what Don
Dunstan is doing with his railways.

Mr McIVER: As the hontourable member
knows, South Australia has handed over its
railways to the Commonwealth.

Mr Sibson: Is that in the State's interest?
Mr McI VER: The article continues-

The second part of the contract has gone
to Commonwealth Engineering Pty Limited,
at Granville.

Under the $31 281 573 contract the
company will deliver 30 diesel-electric and 10
electric locomotives to the Public Transport
Commission by June, 1979.

The article goes on to state that contracts have
been let in areas where unemployment is the
greatest. So, it is a twofold exercise, irstly to
update the rail system in New South Wales and
secondly to relieve unemployment. New South
Wales was left with a shockingly rundown railway
system after years of Liberal Government
stagnation. A direct result of that neglect and
Jack of track maintenance was the Granville
disaster, the greatest train disaster in the history
of our nation.

Wherever one goes in New South Wales today,
one sees people working on every section of the
line, installing new sleepers and new ballasting; it
is a real shot in the arm for the New South Wales
railways. No wonder the Premier of New South
Wales is so popular.

Let us have a look at the situation in Western
Australia.

Mr Shalders: If the Liberal Government was
responsible for the Granville disaster, by the same
logic the Labor Government is responsible for the
tremendous road to]l

Mr McI VER: The West Australian of the 13th
September, had this to say-

Rail workers
plan publicity

campaign

Unions representing about 10 000 workers

employed by Westrail have decided to start a
publicity campaign to highlight what they
claim is a general rundown in rail services.

They are getting to the stage where they are fed
up. In all the years I have been associated with
the railways I have never known the morale of the
employees to be so low, from the porters right
through to some of the top administrative officers.
We cannot operate an efficient railway service
while morale is so low. They must feel as though
they are part of a team. The Government itself is
an instrumentality which. requires teamwork to
operate efficiently-teamwork from the lowest
wage earner to the very top administrator.
Unfortunately some of the decisions which have
been made over the last couple of years, rather
than boosting morale have had the opposite effect.

I am sure the Minister for Works, who is
handling the motion on behalf of his colleague in
another place, would agree with me that the
railway unions are moderate unions which have
caused very little industrial trouble over a long
period. But is it any wonder that the unions now
are agitating for improvements to the system? Let
members compare for themselves the systems in
operation in Queensland and New South Wales,
to which I have just referred, and the suburban
railI services in Western Australia as revealed in
the following quote from The Locomotive

In Western Australia the question is just
how long the Westrail system can run down
before it stops from sheer neglect.

WA missed its chances of help during the
encouraging Whitlamt Labor government
period. Now the Charles Court government
conceals the poverty of its railways and its
miserly rail policy by painting over the rusty
cars.

With the lessons of most Western World
cities to be learnt, of choked road traffic and
alarming pollution, an impending oil fuel
crisis and the need for new and efficient rail
services, WA is still favouring cars and
buses.

Back in February 1973 the Australian
Labor government announced its five-year
Urban Public Transport Improvement
programme under which it offered non-
repayable grants to cover two-thirds of the
costs of approved projects.

In the first two years of the program the
Australian government approved assistance
totalling more than $138 million which
would enable the States to carry out works
estimated to cost $207 million.
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Approved projects were expected primarily
to improve the quality, capacity and
efficiency of public transport systems in
selected cities on the basis of an economic
and social cost-benefit analysis.

WA's share of this finance was some $4.37
million which would go towards projects
costing over $6.57 million to be carried out in
this State.

The person who wrote this article was the drivers'
spokesman. H-e states as follows-

In summer the drivers have been
embarrassed by frequent engine breakdowns
from overheating, with railcars having to be
towed to the terminals, resulting in irritating
delays and overcrowding at peak traffic
period, forcing passengers to endure
temperatures up to 40 deg. C.

In Winter months the rain and cold winds
penetrate the saloons through defective doors
and windows.

It doesn't require a highly paid firm of
consultants to puzzle out why patronage of
suburban railcars has fallen away.

The driving cabs of these railcars, where
the union's suburban membership must
spend most of their shifts, leaves much to be
desired. With the exception of the 10 ADKs
they can only be described as sweatboxes. in
summer and iceboxes in winter. Invariably in
summer the heaters cannot be turned off,
and in winter they will not work. They can't
be repaired because there are no spare parts.

The connecting doors are in the front, and
no amount of complaints has brought
rectification of the problem of proper sealing
of the doors, so it is difficult to keep them
closed, and during winter months rain enters

*the driving cab even when they are closed, It
is not uncommon to see water up to an inch
deep swirling on the floor and eventually
finding its way into the saloon.

Windscreen wipers never seem to work,
and can't be fixed because there are no
spares.

Mr Speaker, I emphasise the following quote very
strongly, because it has a direct bearing on the
safety of the patrons of the Western Australian
rail services. The drivers' spokesman states as
follows-

Some cars have no gauges for speedo, air
pressure brake etc. and in some the gauges
rarely work or they give incorrect indications.
These dangerous deficiencies can cause

enough nervous tension to affect drivers'
health.

I wholeheartedly agree with him; something must
be done; the time for talking has gone. The
Budget is due to be brought down shortly, and
even if it means budgeting for a deficit, we must
improve our suburban railway services. The
situation is so serious that the fitters are working
overtime, trying to fabricate parts which are
unobtainable through normal channels. They are
doing everything possible to keep the trains
running.

Let members consider what may occur
following a rail fatality. How would any member
like to be the train driver involved? The coroner is
likely to ask the driver, "Was everything in
order?" The driver would be forced to reply, "No,
the speedometer was not working and the train
had no air pressure gauge." Do members seriously
believe the Government would come forward and
stand by that driver in a coroner's court of
inquiry? I think not!

I commend these men for carrying on, day after
day, seven days a week under very trying
conditions. They would be quite justified in
stopping work tomorrow, and I am sure the
people of Western Australia would support them
in every way, once they learnt the facts of the
case. The railway unions have a brilliant record,
and their members are doing their best to keep
the service operating. But how can they provide
an efficient service to the people of Western
Australia when the railcars are in such a
disgraceful state of disrepair?

The Minister may have a look at this document
if he so desires. I shall quote a passage which
appears underneath a photograph. It says-

Les Young's (the secretary of the Drivers'
Union) left hand indicates the missing speedo
while his right hand shows 'the size of the
heater that operates efficiently only in the
wrong season.

Even with that crude makeshift lock on an
ADG, the door still won't stay shut.

Further on in the article it has photographs of
vehicles which have become rusty and the rust has
been covered over with paint. That is the state of
the locomotives in the State railways. This is the
situation which causes the Premier to go to
Canberra and poke out his chest and say, "We
must do something more for the railways." Sir
Charles Court has been the Premier since 1974.
H-e was Minister for Railways from 1959 to 197 1.
This is the situation we are faced with in the
railways. The blame must be placed fairly and
squarely at the feet of the Government.
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Sir Charles Court: The date is 1967.
Mr MeIVER: It is time the Government did

something about the situation in the suburban
railways because they are in a chaotic state in
Western Australia.

Mr O'Connor: Where are these locomotives
maintained? Who maintains them?

Mr McIVER: The diesel mechanics at the
diesel workshops. But I am referring to the
situation where these mechanics have to fabricate
the parts at the workshops. New parts are
unavailable, therefore the mechanics have' to
make them themselves.

Mr O'Connor: At the Midland Junction
Workshops?

Mr McI VER: Yes.
Mr O'Connor: Don't you think they do a first

class job there?
Mr McIVER: They do an excellent job. This is

where the Government should be ordering the
new locomotives. The Government should be
looking to the Midland Workshops where the
mechanics are properly trained and qualified.
They will carry out the work with great
efficiency.

Mr T. H. Jones: Some of the locomotives are
100 years old. When are you going to upgrade
them?

Mr O'Connor: Why didn't you upgrade them
when you were in office?

Mr T. H_ Jones: Some of these machines are
100 years old.

Sir Charles Court: You name one that is 100
years old.

Mr T. H. Jones: No wonder they are not
efficient.

Mr McNVER: I will name one of these
locomotives which is. 100 years old. It came into
operation in 1883.

Sir Charles Court: That is not 100 years old.
Mr McIVER: It is getting fairly close to it

though.
Mr T. H. Jones: It isn't far off 100 years.
Mr Mc! VER: Bearing in mind the comment I

made earlier about the Premier's statement in
Canberra as to how we must boost our railway
system, I asked the following question of the
Minister representing the Minister for Transport
on Thursday, the 25th August-

Has the Government yet placed orders for
new diesels for the suburban rail system?

The answer to that question was as follows-
No. The Government has not placed orders

for new diesel rail cars for the suburban
system. As to date insufficient funds from
the Federal Government Urban Public
Transport Assistance scheme have been
available to cover these items. I believe that
the limited State funds likely to be available
for railway improvements should be devoted
to upgrading of the Kwinana-Koolyanobbing
line which I see as priority one.

The Minister's intentions are quite plain. He is
interested only in the main line from Kwinana to
Koolyanobbing. I do not know what will happen
at the Kalgoorlie end. As far as the Minister is
concerned the suburban railways can grind to a
halt. His answer to that question clearly indicates
that.

In relation to the cut in the urban transport
grants, the Minister fror Transport said, in
essence, that the reduction of funds from
Canberra would not make any difference to
Western Australia. His actual Words were as
follows-

The Federal Government has decided to
slash its grants to the States for
improvements to their urban public transport
systems this financial year.

There is no need for me to continue reading. We
all know the situation. We all know that the funds
available for transport in Western Australia have
been cut drastically. That is nothing new. This js
what our Minister for Transport had to say-

In Perth yesterday the WA Minister for
Transport, Mr Wordsworth said the cut
would have little impact in Western
Australia. WA had successfully applied early
in the programme for funds and had used
them to upgrade the MUT bus fleet with 100
new buses.

I do not know when these buses will arrive. The
article says 100.

Mr O'Connor: Fifty-eight came last year.
Mr MeIVER: But the Minister made this

statement on the 22nd July this year. He said-
This financial year WA would get

$750 000 plus a share of the $5 million
earmarked for new projects.

This would go towards new suburban rail
carriages and experimental radios in MUT
buses.

It does not matter about the drivers who do not.
have speedometers and who do not have air
pressure gauges. It does not matter about these
drivers who do not have the facilities to transport
the patrons efficiently and safely. No; we have to
buy some radios for MUT buses.

1338



[Wednesday, 14th September, 1977J]33

Mr O'Connor: Security for the drivers, Do you
disagree with that?

Mr McI VER; No, I do not. However, we must
have the right priorities. Let us do one thing at a
time. The MiT is providing a very sterling service
in Perth, but we are grinding to a halt. We need
finance to upgrade the suburban transport system.

Yesterday in Perth the Minister for Transport
(Mr Wordsworth) said the cut would have little
impact. What a shocking statement for a Minister
for Transport to make. It is time the Premier took
the Minister aside and gave him a little lecture on
economics.

Mr T. H. Jones: More than that.
Mr McIVER: We must maintain our suburban

railways. I have often seen figures quoted in the
media which cast a poor reflection upon the
suburban transport system. Of course there will
always be deficiencies irrespective of the efforts
made to improve the situation. It is impossible to
run the suburban service at a profit. Despite the
fact that the State Government in Queensland has
upgraded its suburban service and electrified the
railways, the system will not run at a profit. It is a
fact that the railways are there to transport the
people of the State. Not everybody owns a motor
vehicle.

I have a report dated the 15th October, 1976,
which gives the correct number of persons carried
ex Fremantle, ex Cottesloc, and ex Claremont. I
will nut itemise the months, but will give just the
total. In 1975 the surburban rail service ex
Fremantle carried 252 199 passengers; in 1976
the figure was 310 880 passengers--an increase of
58 681 passengers-making a total increase of 24
per cent. Even with that increase the suburban
service was not profitable; but it is necessary. The
suburban rail service ex Cottesloc shows an
increase between 1975 and 1976 of 51 per cent; ex
Claremont the increase was 46 per cent.

It is most unfortunate that in Western
Australia we have a bus service parallel with our
suburban rail service. From Claremont onwards
there is a great area of vacant land with few
residential houses. If the people must travel a long
way to a railway station why not bring the houses
to the railway by opening up that land for
residential lots, thus increasing the patronage of
the Fremantle to Perth section of the railway and
thereby making it more viable?

That is all I wish to say in relation to the
suburban rail service. I feel that the Government
is not taking very much positive action to upgrade
the service, but that decision must be taken soon.
One of two things will happen: Either there will

be a major catastrophe or, because of lack of'
maintenance, the railcars will grind to a halt.

If ever I felt sorry for someone in authority I
feel sorry for Mr Shea of the MTT. He has a
wonderful programme to co-ordinate bus and rail
services, but there' are not sufficient railcars to
implement fully the programme. It is a wonderful
and comprehensive scheme but he will not be able
to implement it; and the people of Western
Australia will not benefit from it because we just
do not have sufficient railcars to undertake it.

Members should stand at any suburban station
in the peak period and see the different types of
locomotives which haul the suburban passenger
trains. They will see' the "X'-class locomotive,
which is practically outdated, belching smoke and
with oil running over the side. What a great
tourist attraction that is for anybody standing on
a suburban station! Instead of that kind of
locomotive we should have modern and clean
locomotives. The Government ought to be
asha med of its lack of action in regard to this
facet of transport.

A short while ago I spoke about morale among
railway employees. The Government cannot be
blamed for this situation because it is a
departmental matter. What happened was that
the running staff-I am referring now to the
motive power section-who were always under
the jurisdiction of the chief mechanical engineer
were placed under the jurisdiction of the zhi ef
traffic manager. This came about because it was
felt to be an advantageous change. But it was an
exercise in economics which is proving to be an -

utter failure, and is causing more disruption and
trouble than ever.

The morale of employees, from salaried officers
to the porter who sweeps the station, has never
been at a lower ebb. Men with initiative and with
yeirs of service are being wasted when their
services could be fully utilised in their own
sections.

The situation in country depots in the old
concept of things was that the district traffic
superintendent was responsible for the rolling
stock and the traffic side of the running of the
railways. What has happened now is that the
district locomotive superintendent has become the
assistant district traffic superintendent. These
men are in the mechanical section; they know
nothing about the issuing of tickets, the crossing
of trains, or station accouints They have not been
trained for that sort of thing, and they are now
out of place. They are receiving enormous
salaries. Surely we are entitled to receive a little
of their know-how for the money they receive.
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This is a ridiculous situation, and the sooner the
Minister intervenes and we revert to the former
system the quicker morale will get a boost.

I know that the Commissioner of Railways and
the chief traffic manager will strongly disagree
with me. But I am not speaking on behalf of the
chief traffic manager or the commissioner; I am
speaking for hundreds of railway men. Surely
their opinions must have some bearing on the
matter. Not only the salaried officers, who have
been in their jobs for 30 or 40 years, but also the
ordinary running staff are disgusted; and the talk
now is not about the work that is proceeding and
how they can help but about how close they are to
retiring. It is not good in an instrumentality as
large as Westraif for salaried, officers to be
speaking in that manner. Something must be
done.

When I was told about the following situation I
could not believe it. Since dieselisation promotion
has been very slow, but some firemen have
transferred to traffic duties. There is nothing
wrong with that because they are improving their
situations, but because of seniority and because
they have passed the various examinations they
have been posted to country depots as footplate
inspectors instructing drivers on how to drive
locomotives. Is anything more ridiculous than
that?

Mr T. H. Jones: I know the case of a station
master without a station!

Mr McI VER: You may feel, Sir, that this is
irrelevant but let us nbt get away from the cost
involved; this is what it is all about. Today we do
not worry about service; all we worry about is the
economic factor. The running of the Meekatharra
railway line is not based on service; it is based
entirely on cost. I shall come to the Meekatharra
situation in a moment but I think the
consideration of cost is very important and will
have a detrimental effect on the overall situation
of the railway system in Western Australia. The
sooner we get back to the situation in which the
locomotive operating superintendent comes under
the jurisdiction of the chief mechanical engineer
the better it will be for everybody. These people
are out of their class. The situation is like a
drowning man who cannot swim. These men are
telephoning all sorts of people for guidance, not
because they are incompetent but because they
have never been trained in this Field. I do not
think there is any need for mec to labour that
point.

Mr H. D. Evans: What about the "N"-class
locomotives? What happened there?

Mr McI VER: I shall come to the "N"-class

locomotives in a minute. In a speech I made on
this subject in 1969 1 prophesised correctly in this
House that there would be an increased number
of derailments because of the change from the
ganger and his repairers to track cycling
maintenance. I said that in the first year when
there was average rainfall more derailments
would occur. In 1970 we had average rainfall and
the damage to track and tolling stock cost this
Government thousands and thousands of dollars.

Fortunately the Government is doing something
about this matter at least. It has taken a long time
to come about but the Government is now
training younger men to be gangers. It is
providing decent facilities for them in country
areas, particularly in the area represented by the
member for Merredin-Yilgarn; it is doing
something positive at last although it has been a
long haul.

Mr Shalders: There were three years of Labor
Government during that time.

Mr Mc! VER: The Labor Government was just
as much to blame. We cannot hide that under the
carpet, and I shall be the first to admit that it
could have taken action which it did not take.

Mr H. D. Evans: Three years out of 20-fair
go!

Mr MeIVER: At the same time, the Labor
Government could-have taken action. Derailments
are still occurring and they are costly. They result
in spillage of hundreds of tons of wheat and
damage to rolling-stock. This is alt because the
gang concept has been abandoned. At a place like
Dowerin one ganger and two men are responsible
for many kilometres of track. The task is beyond
them. As a consequence, because of the heavier
axle loading and heavier locomotives the track is
being adversely affected in wet weather and costly
derailments occur.

For the information of the House I have here
an article about a derailment which occurred on
the Midland-Muchea line. It refers to a tangle of
27 derailed trucks loaded with wheat seven miles
north of Muchea. I will table the article if anyone
so desires. Such derailment is not uncommon. In
the past when a derailment occurred a
departmental inquiry would follow, but that is not
the case now because derailments occur so
frequently.

I trust the Government will maintain its
training scheme for gangers instead of giving the
work to contractors who are looking for a dollar
and do not know how to tender. They usually
become bankrupt and mostly the men working for
them do not receive any wages for the labour they
have contributed.
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When the Premier was Minister for Railways I
took him to task for stating that I was dealing
with only small issues. Unfortunately he has left
the Chamber, because I would have liked him to
hear what I am about to say.

The decision to transfer operations from the old
locomotive running sheds at Northam to Avon
was made too soon. This was because the then
Minister for Railways, the present Premier, said
that the opening had to occur on a certain day.
Signalling operations had to be innovated at great
cost and the steam engines had to he taken to the
Avon yards and from there they departed to,
various country destinations.

The commission begged the Government not to
do this as it was not ready, but the Government
took no notice. So what happened? The trains
stood idle there for anything up to eight hours
before they turned a wheel on the way to their
destination. The driver, the guard, and the
fireman-and sometimes two guards-did
nothing but sit in the train for eight hours. What
a wonderful job. Of course they could not then
complete their journey and had to be relieved
because, with shunting operations en route, there
was usually another nine or 10 hours involved.

The situation became so bad that the union had
to take the department to the industrial court for
breach of the award because of the long hours the
men. had to work. The men -co-operated in every
way possible, and if Mr Hunter, the assistant
chief traffic manager, were in the House today he
would support me in what I am saying because he
had a great deal to do with the transfer and did a
magnificent job despite the great odds with which
he had to contend.

In addition, the new hump shunting system was
used despite the fact that it had never been tried
before. Consequently on the first day of
operations wagons and buffers were smashed to
pieces. There was not a buffer left in the depot..
Truck after truck was smashed and consignments
of goods were ruined. The situation resembled a
battlefield with broken buffers and twisted iron
all over the place. The hump had to be sunk, but
when this did no good it had to be sunk further.

Members might wonder why I am emphasising
this-aspect. It is because of the cost. The problem
did not end there. It was stated that the complete
takeover by diesels would occur on a certain date
and so the mechanical -staff was transferred from
the Northam depot to Bunbury. Midland, and
various other rail centres. The staff included
boilermakers. and their assistants, and fitters and
thei r assistants. However, they had been gone for
only a short period when they had to return and

this they did on full expenses, and they received
double wages. On top of this they are working in
their home town and living in their own homes.

What a decision! However, it was similar to
many of the decisions this Government had made
over the years. It is one of the reasons we are
short of funds to upgrade our rail system. Yet the
Premier has the temerity to say that I am dealing
with only small issues. Millions of dollars have
been involved.

This brings me to the "N'-class locomotives.
The department is very disturbed about the
situation. These locomotives will be sent to
Eneabba, and will also be used to transport wood
chips. They will be hauling great tonnages.

The contract -for the locomotives was given to
Comengs of Bassendean, and already the
locomotives are 12 months overdue. The
contractors have not come up with the goods. On
Wednesday, the 4th August, 1976, 1 asked-

(1) What is causing the delay in 'the
fulfilment of the order to purchase "N"-
class diesel locomotives?

(2) When is it now anticipated they will go
into service and what area will they
service?

The answer was-
(1) The contractor's inability to meet the

agreed delivery date which for the first
unit was 3rd August, 1976.

(2) From early December 1976 to July
1977. At this stage it is anticipated they
will be utilised on woodchip services
Manjimup to Bun bury; bauxite services
Jarrahdale to Kwinana; mineral sands
services Eneabba to Gerald ton; alumina
services Pinjarra to' Bunbury and
Kwinana; coal services Collie to
metropolitan area.

I suppose it is important that we get the coal to
the metropolitan area.

Mr T. H. Jones:- That is first priority.
Mr MeIVER: These locomotives will play a

major role in our railway system. The frst
question I raise is: why was the contract not given
to the Midland workshops? The former Minister
for Transport asked whether Midland could cope
with the suburban rail problem and I said it
could. I also believe that the contract for the
locomotives should have been given to the
Midland workshops.

In the first instance the Government ordered
eight locomotives in November, 1974, and then in
May, 1975, the order was increased to I11
locomotives. For the I I locomotives the cost was
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estimated at $4 828 780 plus cost escalation. The
full cost is not known at this stage, which is fair
enough. However, I will base my argument on the
$4 828 780.

On the 18th August this year I asked the
Minister: who was constructing the motor for the
"N "-class locomotive? He replied-

(3) (a) Diesel engine constructed by Alpo'
Electrical transmission and control
systems constructed by General
Electric Company, USA.

The USA General Electric Company is a good
one and so is Alco. They construct very fine
engines indeed.

That has to be put onto a frame. So, we do not
know yet when we will get these locomotives
which will alleviate the cost of operations in
connection with'the wood-chipping industry, the
operations at Eneabba, and the haulage of coal.

We are supposed to be looking at the economy,
and basing our situation on economic factors, but
the Government continues to flounder with the
financial side of railway operations.

The Minister informed me that there was an
industrial situation. In answer to a question he
said there was a delay because the unions had
intervened anid, in fact they were considering
placing a ban on the locomotives. The replies to
two questions I have asked in the House have not
been very satisfactory. Therp has been trouble
with the dynamic braking systems. The trains are
fitted with dynamic brakes, apart from the
ordinary air brakes. The dynamic brake turns the
traction motor into a generator. The same
principle applies to a jet aircraft when it lands
and the turbines reverse and act as a brake. The
diesel locomotives operate under exactly the same
system. On a down gradient the dynamic brake is
utilised and the traction motors become
generators, and slow down the train without
jerking. So, this particular type of brake has a
Very important role to play and one can
understand the concern of the unions when those
brakes arc not operating efficiently.

I want to comment on what is known as the
..cab committee." It is a committee which
examines the locomotives, and it comprises men
who have been driving diesels since the
1950s--every type of diesel. The cab committee
classes the new diesels in the same category as the
ASG Garretts, and what a disaster they were.

The ASG locomotives were purchased at the
request of Mr Mills, the then chief electrical
engineer. They were a cast-off from Queensland,
and fancy this State taking anything from Bjelke-
Petersen! Fancy falling for that three-card trick.

Mr T. H-. Jones: Was he Premier then?
Mr McI VER; I do not know.
Mr O'Neil: I think it may have been Kane.
Mr McI VER: It is a bad unit, and it is almost

12 months overdue for release from service. It was
also said that the new diesel would be subject to
frame stress and fracture, and there was no doubt
that it would be expensive to maintain. It was
unreliable, and would be expensive to operate over
the Westrail system. That was a great piece of
news.

Mr T. H. Jones: What did they do? They
scrapped the Garrett.

Mr McIVER: After a dispute, those engines
were modified and finished up on the Esperance-
Coolgardie section where they performed quite
well. Is it any wonder the Government does not
have any money to upgrade our railway system
when it flounders along buying from
Comengs-built by a tremendous firm but on this
occasion it cannot deliver the goods! I consider the
contract should have been given to the Midland
Junction Workshops.

It is a well-known fact that this Government
has not been kind to the Midland Junction
Workshops with regar d to finance for the
upgrading of some sections. The Government is
more concerned with giving money to what it
refers to as "Private enterprise," although I do not
know what that truly means. I am sure some of
the members on the Government side do not know
either.

I was appalled to learn of the procedure which
has to be followed by the chief mechanical
engineer when he wishes to purchase a
sophisticated piece of machinery for the
workshop. The chief mechanical engineer would
not order machinery if he did not need it. I
understand that when the order is made out it
goes to the Secretary for Railways who peruses it.
It is then inspected by the Commissioner of
Railways, and finishes up with the Director-
General of Transport.

With all due respect to the Director-General of
Transport, what would he know about some
sophisticated piece of machinery ordered for the
Midland Junction Workshops? All the
information I am supplying is focused on finance.
The procedure which has to be followed by the
chief mechanical engineer at Midland could be
cut in half in order to reduce costs, and that
would help to expedite the improvement of our
railway services generally.

What is wrong with allowing the Midland
Junction Workshops to make the staunching for
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the electrification of our railways? Naturally,
tenders will have to be called world-wide for the
electrification, but much of the equipment could
be manufactured at Midland. The third rail
between Perth and Frenmantle could be installed
now. Surely it would be better to spend the money
in that direction, instead of on the decision I have
spoken about tonight. It is time the Government
made a start on these matters.

Mr Nanovich: I think the member enjoyed the
train ride from Sydney to Brisbane.

Mr McI VER: I have always enjoyed it.
Mr O'Neil: The train with square wheels.
Mr Coyne: The member for Northam should

have been driving it.
Mr T. H. Jones: It is a pleasant train journey.
Mr O'Neil: The member must have been

anaesthetised!
Mr McI VER: It is unfortunate that over a long

period everyone has treated our railway system as
a cow; everyone wants to milk it, but no-one
wants to feed it. The common-carrier clause in
the Railways Act needs to be examined. Our
railways are utilised to carry small consignments
of goods-unpayable consignments-but the big
monopolies carry the freight which is economical.

At the moment Coles and other large
supermarkets utilise road transport to cart
groceries from Perth to Bunbury and Other
regional centres. However, those monopolies will
not cart small consignments, such as plants and
flowers. So, the railways have to cart those small
uneconomic consignments. If it is good enough for
the large firms to transport the consignments
which would produce revenue for the
Government, they should also have to cart the
rubbish. The common-carrier clause needs to be
examined in great depth. The time has come for
us to see that the railways are utilised and this
brings me to a point concerning primary
producers in Western Australia.

There has to be a closer co-operation and
liaison between primary producers and our
railway system. There are many farmers who
utilise rail transport to the fullest. There are
others such as those who would like to cart their
own goods and this applies to wool particularly.
The Pastoralists and Graziers' Association often
writes to me as Opposition spokesman for
transport asking why its members cannot cart
their own wool. I will tell the House why they
cannot. It is all right if a farmer is in close
proximity to the city. He is able to cart his own
wool. That is not the situation of the farmer in the
far eastern wheatbehl who relies heavily on rail

transport. He has to use rail because it would be
too costly to use road transport and so he has to
bear the costs. He bears the costs for the farmers
in close proximity when they use their own vehicle
for transport.

The department has done everything possible inrelation to the cartage of bulk super to avoid
double handling. However, we see the situation at
Meekatharra where the line there is soon to close.
We have to be realistic when looking at this
matter. Many farmers in these areas have trucks
loaded with produce that go to Perth and then
they back-load, not only for themselves, but for
their Aunty Jean, Uncle Bill and perhaps a cousin
or two. These people have been taking revenue
away from the Meekatharra line.

It gets down to this. A solid policy is needed to
define what belongs to road and what belongs to
rail.

There are signs that there will be a transfer of
freezer traffic from railway to road transport. If
the Premier is sincere in his recent statements in
Canberra he will look at this recommendation. I
trust he will not leave the Matter to the Present
Minister for Transport who has made it quite
plain that he wishes to reduce Westrail's
operations in relation to rail transport. The
Minister made that quite plain on taking over his
Portfolio.

There arc other ways primary producers can
assist with the delivery of superphosphate to these
country areas. When the superphosphate is taken
from the trucks and loaded onto the farmers'
vehicles they could co-operate more fully if they
were to fold the tarpaulins. Many say that is the
Government's job, but they* are hurting
themselves because by doing so they would
expedite shunting operations and allow the trains
to go back to be refilled for further orders. Surely
that is not too much to ask of them. I hope they
will gi~e the matter some consideration.

If the primary producers want the railways to
be kept in operation in the country areas they will
have to co-operate more than they are at present.
I do not say that unfairly as I represent a very
large agricultural area and I am aware of the
frustrations and problems faced by many of them.
However, this is one aspect in which they can
help. Surely in these difficult economic times we
should all put our shoulder to the wheel.

This brings me to the Meekatharra railway. We
should not look at the situation from the point of
view of whether the line is viable and what
tonnage it can cart. We should consider the
$27 000 each pay period that the employees bring
into the Murchison. If the line is closed a chain
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reaction is started. The closure would affect the
grocer, the butcher, the school teacher, and could
close the police station. There would be an exodus
of people. With all the money spent on the
railway terminal surely the Government could
have a look at this problem rather than say the
line has only a certain time left.

I asked a question Qf the previous Minister for
Transport on the 5th August, 1976, about the
annual handling tonnages of the Mullewa-MI.
Magnet line. The Minister replied that the line
was carrying tonnages in excess of 200 000 tonnes
per annum. When considering tonnages carried
we must consider the gross tonnage; we must
include the weight of the wagons that carry the
produce. In the days of the steam engine the
Wiluna express was capable of speeds of 50 miles
an hour on the line to Meekatharra. When I was
there recently with the Leader of the Opposition I
noticed the train left Meekatharra when there
was still 200 tonnes of loading left behind. I found
this to be a daily occurrence.

What is it going to cost to upgrade the roads in
this region? It will undoubtedly cost millions. This
Government is always saying it is conscious of
road safety, although there is only a 12-root strip
of bitumen to be used by trucks carrying nitrate
to the area if the line closes.

The Government should be taken to task for
getting Maunsell and Partners to study the
situation. Why was not this job given to the senior
railway official s? They are just as qualified to
carry out an investigation, and yet the Minister
said that the independent study was not a
reflection on Westrail. It would take at least $23
million to upgrade the line. This is a shocking
situation and the figure in the Maunsell report
may not parallel that sum.

I give full marks to the member for Murchison-
Eyre who has taken a consistent stand on this
question for a long time. The member for Lower
North who has just entered this Parliament
advocated the closure of the line at a recent
meeting. That member advocated the closure of
the line, disregarding the $27 000 received each
fortnight in the Murchison area by the employees
of the railway. He does not seem to care whether
the business people have to close down their
shops.

There is another important factor I wish'to
mention about this line. I spoke to several road
hauliers recently and they indicated they did not
want the responsibility for carting all the goods to
the area. They wanted the railway to remain.

Sir Charles Court: Are you saying we should

adopt the railway report? The railways would
shut the line tomorrow.

Mr McIVER: No, 1 am not.
Sir Charles Court: Why are you objecting to

our getting someone else in to look at the
practicability of keeping the line open?

Mr McI VER: The line is in a shocking state of
repair and the trains at times have to travel at
only 18 or 20 miles an hour. What can Maunsell
and Partners do? What additional information
can they bring forward?

Sir Charles Court: Are you saying we should
take the Railways Department's advice, which
would be to close the railway?

Mr MOIVER: 1 am advocating that it be
retained-I think I made that quite clear-and
not only retained but the Government should be
giving consideration to extending it into the
Murchison.

Decisions which have been made in the past to
close railways have been very ill-advised. The
Hawke Government closed the railway from
Mukinbudin to Bullfinch for the same
reason-because of the economic situation,

Mr Cowan: That was the biggest mistake ever
made.

Mr McIVER: Some of the largest wheat yields
in Western Australia were coming from the lake
district-the Warralakin-Bullfinch-Southern
Cross area-and there was no railway on which to
cart it, so the Government had to spend thousands
of dollars upgrading the roads in the district.

Mr T. H. Jones: Once closed they are never
reopened.

Mr Mc! VER: Every country in the world-and
every other State of Australia-is expanding its
rail network. Take, for instance, the coal trains in
Queensland and New South Wales. 1 will not go
into the reasons for this. We have heard a lot
about the oil crisis and we are told after 1985 no
oil will be exported from the Arabian countries.
In Western Australia we are gearing ourselves up
for a road monopoly when there will be a great
shortage of fuel. I do not have to emphasise that
to the Premier; he knows it, and if he is sincere he
will do something about finance. For heaven's
sake, retain the Meckatharra-Mullewa line and
give consideration to extending it further north to
Newman.

Where are we going in the future? The line
from Pindar to Meekatharra has only 45-pound
rails, and only one locomotive can travel on it;
namely, the "X"-class locomotive. Many other
lines in Western Australia have only 45-pound
rails on which only this locomotive can travel. 1

1344



[Wednesday, 14th September, 1977] 14

asked some questions about the life of the "X"-
class locomotive.

Mr T. Ht. Jones: You are enlightening them
over there. They are really listening.

Sir Charles Court: We are just waiting
patiently while he finds his place.

Mr MOlVER: On the 16th August I asked the
Minister-

Would the Minister advise what centres in
the Westrail system are serviced by 45 lb.
rail-

The answer was-
The following sections of railway are

essentially constructed of 45 lb. rail-
Pindar-Meekatharra.
Lake Grace-Newdegate.
Lake Grace-IKarlgarin.
Katanning-Nyabing.
Ta mbellup-G nowa ngerup.
Wonnerup-Nannup.
Boyup Brook-Katanning.
Quairading-Bruce Rock.
Dudinin-5 km south of Narembeen.

On the 17th August I asked the following
question-

(I) What year was the X-class diesel
locomotive introduced into the Western
Australian rail network?

The answer was-
()Progressively aver the period March

1954 to September 1956.
The next part of my question was-

(2) How many years does the Minister
anticipate the X-class locomotive can
remain operating?

The answer was--
(2) Most of the X-class locomotives have

reached the end of their economic lives.
At a cost, the operational lives of most
of the locomotives can be further
extended, but it is not possible to provide
a more precise answer in terms of years.

That was a fair answer. The third part of my
question was-

(3) Is it -envisaged these locomotives will be
replaced with ,a more modern type of
locomotive?

The answer was-
(3) Yes.

I then asked-
(4) If "Yes" to (3)

(a) when will they be ordered; and
(43)

(b) what type?
The answe~f was-

(4) (a) Subject to the availability of funds
Westrail is looking to
commencement of a programme of
progressive replacement in 1979-80
which would necessitate ordering in
1978-79.

(b) Not yet determined.
I will bet London to a brick on they are not
ordered in that year because the finance will not
be available.

So what will happen? Not only the Pindar-
Meekatharra section of line but all the lines I
have mentioned will be operating at increased
costs. It comes back to the statement 1 made
when I commenced speaking tonight-that both
the State and the Federal Government have railed
miserably to make available sufficient funds to
obviate the problem. No doubt the lines will have
to be closed, yet they service one of the largest
wheat producing areas of Western Australia.

I have spoken at length but transport is a very
broad subject and one which is vital to the people
of Western Australia and Australia generally.
Following the grievance debate tonight, I
intended to speak about the airlines, but other
speakers who will follow me will deal with air
transport.

The Premier may think what I have said
tonight is rubbish and of small importance, but a
matter involving millions of dollars is not of small
importance. The Government must give greater
attention to transport and must somehow get it
through to the bureaucrats in Canberra that we
desperately need the funds to maintain a move for
an efficient transport system in Western
Australia.

Mr T. H. Jones: A job well done!
MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [9.3S p.m.I: in

seconding and supporting the motion moved by
the Member for Avon I would like to commend
him on the ring of authority he brought into this
place, his vigour, and his mastery of the subject.

I wish to take the opportunity to mention
several aspects he did not refer to and about
which the Government is certainly deserving of
strong censure. Paragraph (d) of the motion
reads-

(d) Excessive imposts on private motorists
and users of public transport systems in
W.A.

The Most recent increases, about which there was
some discussion last week, have aggravated the
situation very gravely. Drivers' licences were
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increased from $5 to $7 per annum, although the
increase did not apply to pensioners. The last
increase in motor vehicle licence fees was 30 per
cent on the licence component-the insurance
component was not increased. These latest
increases mean that While the present
Government has been in office vehicle licence fees
have been increased by 114 per cent.

That far outweighed the increase that has been
occasioned by inflation and, of course, the
increase in wages. Wages have increased by about
62 per cent over that period, and vehicle licences,
in common with Most Of the Other imposts levied
by this Government, have increased at a much
greater rate. When the Premier looks at his piggy
bank in his final year in office, he will be in an
advantageous political position and I have no
doubt he is fully aware of this.

I seem to recall from, the debate that the last
increase will be worth about $10 million and the
reason for the increase can be attributed to a
number of things, not the least of which is the
new federalism. Pensioners were not granted any
concession, even though the Opposition
enideavoured to obtain a reduction in the vehicle
licence fees to be paid by pensioners. The
rejection of that approach was, to say the least,
Miserable.

An interesting article appeared about 10 days
ago in the Daily News. It set out the costs of
running a family car, and I am sure many
members of the community were staggered to
discover how much the family car costs to run. Or
course, when one considers the cost of running a
car as a percentage of the weekly pension, the
result is even more staggering. In this context we
must remember that our public transport system
is inadequate. Where adequate services do exist,
they are very expensive, but in many cases, there
is np public transport at all.

In my own electorate, towns such as Walpole,
Nannup, and Boyup Brook are without passenger
services. Pensioners living in these isolated towns
are highly disadvantaged. When medical
attention is required, they must travel a
considerable distance to the nearest major centre.

The article in the Daily News stated that the
average family car costs 17c a kilometre to
operate. This means for pensioners living in towns
such as those I mentioned, the cost of
transportation is disproportionate to the level of
pensions and this disadvantages the pensioners
even further.

I would like to refer to the town of Greenbushes
by way of illustration because many pensioners
reside in this town. It is serviced inadequately by

buses to Bridgetown, Donnybrook, and Bunbury.
So a car to the residents of these towns is not a
luxury but a sheer necessity, and yet this necessity
is being forced rapidly out of the reach of
pensioners.

A question was asked of the Minister
representing the Minister for Transport on the 7th
September, of this year, and the answer set out
the route sections where bus services had been
withdrawn completely over the past three years.
The list was as follows-

Merredin-Wyallcatchem,
Quairading-Corrigin,
Donnybrook-Katanning,
Bussel ton-Nannup,
Jurien Bay Turnoff-Jurien Day,
Pinjarra-Kondinin, via Narrogin.

The bus services to these areas have been
curtailed, and this action has had very serious
consequences on the residents.

I would like to return to the increases in tax
charges to which I referred. One reason for the
increases is the cost of this Government's traffic
control policy. Nothing is more disastrous or more
deserving of condemnation than that policy. Not
only is the Road Traffic Authority costly to
operate, but also it does not furnish the traffic
control necessary and desirable in Western
Australia.

Sir Charles Court: How is it that the reduction
in the death rate has been improving so
dramatically since this Government came into
office?

Mr H-. D. EVANS: Dramatically?
Sir Charles Court: Yes.
Mr JIamieson: Now cut that out-that is wrong.
Mr H. D. EVANS: Let us look at the table of

statistics.
Sir Charles Court: That is on a 10 000 vehicle

ratio.
Mr Jamieson: It has gone up and down, just

like in all the other States
Sir Charles Court: Overall it is better than

anywhere else, when measured on a 10 000
vehicle ratio.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Let us consider the efficacy
of that control. Wages alone-

Sir Charles Court: Where do the vehicle licence
moneys go to?

Mr H. D. EVANS: They go to roads.
Sir Charles Court: They do not go into

Consolidated Revenue; you know they go into
roads.
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Mr H. D. EVANS: It does not matter where
they go.

Sir Charles Court: It does; they go directly into
roads.

Mr H-. D. EVANS: The impost is still the fault
of this Government under its new policy of
federalism.

Sir Charles Court: Nothing to do with
federalism; it goes straight into roads.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The Road Traffic
Authority is very expensive to operate.

Sir Charles Court: You have not got your facts
right.

Mr H. D. EVANS: If we look at the figures (or
the operation of the RTA, we might find they are
quite revealing.

Sir Charles Court: The way you are talking
about vehicle licences you would think they go
straight into revenue.

Mr H-. D. EVANS: Western Australia is
receiving very poor value for its traffic control
dollar; it is receiving very poor service indeed.
Certainly new federalism has had an impact. Let
us look at the breakdown of the figures in regard
to traffic control in Western Australia. In reply to
a question which I asked on the 3rd August. I was
told that there were 1 851 policemen in the Police
Force.

Mr O'Connor: When was that?
Mr H. D. EVANS: That was at the 30th June,

1977. There were 494 officers employed by the
Road Traffic Authority. The Police Force cost the
State $31 161 818 a year to operate, and the
figure for the RTA was $14 952 625. 1 seem to
recall that this matter of cost was raised in debate
and we were told that wages for the RTA would
amount to $693 214 a year. Perhaps there may be
some explanation for that disparity.

These 494 traffic patrolmen in Western
Australia each have six weeks leave per annum
with 12 weeks' leave at the end of 10 years'
service. The patrolmen each have two days off a
week, so they work 45 five-day weeks per annum.

Mr O'Connor: The same as the Police
Department.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Yes, the same as the
figures quoted for the Police Department.

Mr O'Connor: That figure would alter with
shift work.

Mr Tonkin: I agree.
Mr H. D. EVANS: So with the number of

weeks lost each year. we have effectively 428
traffic patrolmen. The two days off duty in every
seven days represents a loss of 122 effective

patrolmen, so we now have 306 patrolmen in the
State.

If we assume that these men are working two or
three shifts at each station, we are left with 102 to
150 patrolmen to serve the whole State at any
given time.

If I recall the figure correctly, we have
approximately 137 country shire councils in
Western Australia, and I would like members to
consider this figure in comparison with the
effective number of road traffic patrolmen
operating in the State at any given time.

if that is satisfactory to the Premier, then it
should not be; and if he turns around now and
looks at the figures, he may be able to have a
second thought. However, it should not be
forgotten that the Minister stated most
categorically that the control of traffic was to be
left to the RTA. The debates in that respect are
interesting to read in retrospect-traffic was
traffic and police was police, and never the twain
should meet. The police would, of course, assist in
emergencies, and although that assistance might
alleviate the pressures on the officers of the RTA
to some small degree, regard must be had to the
office work those officers are called upon to do, to
the documentation that is required, and to
accident investigation work. All this cuts into the
time available for patrol and proper traffic work.

So when we consider that valid figure of the
number of traffic patrolmen available in this
State at any given time, we find it is shorn very
greatly from the initial 494. In a question on the
3rd August, 1977-and this involves my own
area, so I had a personal interest in it-I asked
what centres in the lower south-west had traffic
patrolmen stationed at them. I Find there are 11
patrolmen at Bunbury, four at Busselton, one at
Boyup Brook, one at Donnybrook, four at
Manjimup, and one each at Margaret River and
Bridgetown, making a total of 23 traffic
patrolmen. In addition nine civil servants are
employe in the total area.

If we follow the same mathematical approach
and allow for annual leave of six weeks and long
service leave of one week, that effectively deducts
three men from that total, leaving 20. When we
have regard for the two days' leave per week, the
total is reduced further by six. So in effect there
are 14 patrolmen available each week; and on the
assumption that shifts are worked, at any one
time seven patrolmen are controlling that large
area comprising 12 shire councils. That is the
level of patrol work being carried out in the area.

As you well know, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr
Sibson), the area has many thousands of miles of
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roads, and on top of that some of the main
secondary roads are gravel.

It does not stop there. In the case of Boyup
Brook, Donnybrook, and Bridgetown there is only
one RTA officer in each town, which means only
one shift a day for five days of the week is
worked. The reply to my question also pointed out
that external patrols from Bunbury serviced these
areas. However, those patrols are certainly
minimal. Once again the office work must curtail
severely the overall effectiveness of the work
being carried out.

A further result of the policy of this
Government to have separate traffic patrols is
that the sheer economics of the situation have
forced the Government to make economies that
are most undesirable, and in some towns they
have been disastrous, as the Minister well knows.
The effort to economise as a result of the
Government's policy has meant the closure of
some police stations, and Greenbushes happens to
be one of them. The closure of a police station' has.
a very deleterious effect on an area of this kind.
We should bear in mind the Greenbushes Police
Station is a one-man station. When I inquired the
reason for its closure I was told firstly there was
insufficient work at Greenbushes to justify the
retention of a policeman there; and, secondly, a
more effective service could be provided by the
existing police staff at Bridgetown and at
Donnybrook. That is so much poppycock; it was a
most incorrect, erroneous, and misleading reply.

The true fact is that it is a matter of economics,
and the Government is forced to try to retrieve
the most unfortunate economic situation in which
it finds itself due to the duplication of services by
the police and the RTA, and the unwieldly
fragmentation of administration which has
resulted in the improper use of
manpower-perhaps I should not use that word;
perhaps I should say this policy has resulted in the
administration being unable to use the existing
manpower to its full potential. This has resulted
in the closure of police stations such as that at
Greenbushes.

When we consider the closure of this police
station 'we must bear in mind the area contains
three hotels-one at Balingup and two at
Greenbushes. It also has three licensed clubs, a
major sawmill, several minor sawmills, and a tin
mine. The itinerant nature of many of the workers
in the area renders a proper police service most
desirable, and yet we Find it has deteriorated.

Mr O'Neil: What has that to do with the
motion on transport?

Mr H. D. EVANS: It has everything to do with

it; as a result of the stupidity of the Government's
policy economies are being made in the transport
system. Police stations have to be closed down for
the sheer political expediency of following the
RTA policy because the National Country Party
would not let the evaluation Party do otherwise,
and so the Government found it had to economise
in other directions. One such direction is the
closure of police stations.

Sir Charles Court: Are you going to give us
figures in respect of the cut in the road toll?

Mr H. D. EVANS: I will if the Premier likes.
Sir Charles Court: On the improvement in the

road toll?
Mr H. D, EVANS: We will consider that if the

Premier likes.
Si- Charles Court: Will you give the Figures for

each. of the four years?
Mr H. D. EVANS: Does the Premier mean to

say that with the same amount of money there
could not be a far better result under a different
system?

Sir Charles Court: You couldn't achieve it, and
you had long enough to try.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Yes, three years out of the
last 21 years; that is the sum total of Labor
Government in that period.

Mr O'Neil: Far too much.
Mr H. D. EVANS: And when we took over, the

situation was not a happy one. We did not inherit
an armchair ride, as the Premier well knows.
However, a far more efficient result could be
achieved for the expenditure that is currently
being made, and this is the thing the Premier
must consider.

I will go through the full consequences of this
action of the Government, because it merits airing
in this place. The closure of a police station of this
kind and what it means to a community of the
sort to which I am referring-

Sir Charles Court: What has this to do with the
mailer of traffic and transport?

Mr H. D. EVANS: It is a consequence of the
Government's policy.

Sir Charles Court: Isn't the motion supposed to
deal with transport matters?

Mr H. D. EVANS: My very word, and the
whole thing revolves around economics, as the
Premier well knows.

Mr O'Connor: Why didn't you bring it up in a
grievance debate?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Because the matter
deserves a full and proper debate. I know the
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Government is not happy about it. The closure of
police stations is all part and parcel of the traffic
situation.

Mr Blaikie: Why don't you just concentrate on
the dairy industry?

Mr H. -D. EVANS: This police station is
important to the area because there is a school
and a pine plantation in the area; yet the police
station is being taken away to offset the
uneconomic policies the Government has
followed. The Government raced in before the last
election like a sailor with a tattoo; and now it has
the tattoo imprinted on it, and it is stuck with it.
It is a matter of expediency and also fear of what
the National Country Party might say.

The previous Minister for Traffic will recall
very clearly the Opposition's attitude when the
Bill to establish the Road Traffic Authority was
being debated in this place. The Opposition at the
time demonstrated that the proposed authority
would result in a duplication of services, and this
is what has happened. We predicted it would
result in a fragmentation of operations, and once
again this has occurred. The unwieldy
administration of the two arms of police and
traffic is never more clearly demonstrated than in
the field. With the closure of the Greenbushes
Police Station, officers from the Bridgetown
Police Station will serve Greenbushes for two
periods of two hours each week, during which
time the Bridgetown Police Station will close.
Thus the service provided at Bridgetown will be
inferior to that provided previously.

In addition, Road Traffic Authority officers
will make patrols to the same area of
Greenbushes-Ralingup. If the control of traffic
were restored to the Police Force, as it should be,
the Government would effect a tremendous saving
not only in terms of finance hut also in terms of
the effectiveness of the work carried out by the
department. Members can well imagine the
situation which could arise with both the police
and the RTA making patrols to the Greenbushes-
Balingup area. Both would be dding the same
work, but the. RTA people would say, "Police,
hands off traffic unless it is an emergency" while
the police would say to the RTA, "Do not
interfere in police work."

With crime today being so closely associated
with rapid movement in vehicles, we cannot
divorce the police from the full range of traffic
operations. Many a serious crime has been
detected in the initial stages through the
investigation of a minor traffic infringement. This
is what the Opposition is talking about, and this is
the situation to which we should return.

Earlier, I quoted the number of police officers
and RTA patrolmen employed in Western
Australia. At present, we have 1 851 members of
the Police Force and 494 Road Traffic Authority
officers. Even that figure is not the effective
operating force because leave requirements would
reduce the RIA figure to about 306 operating
personnel. The total cost to the State is in excess
of $45 million, with $14.9 million or nearly one-
third going to traffic. If there is not a better way
of organising traffic and police in this State,
something is sadly lacking.

Mr O'Connor: You have not included civil
servants in those figures figures, have you? Their
numbers are substantial-somewhere around 40
per cent.

Mr H-. D, EVANS: I did for the south-west
figures; they were segregated for me. I take the
Minister's point. However, it still leaves us with
an effective force of 306 RTA patrolmen policing
the entire State-the 137 country shire councils
and the metropolitan area.

I am certain that the future sequence of events
will ensure that control of traffic is returned to
the police. Itrespective of the political
consequences, the Government eventually must
face up to this fact;, it will have to retract its bold
statements prior to the 1974 election, and disband
the RTA which it established in October, 1974.

The epitome of the unwieldy and clumsy nature
of the current dual administration is
demonstrated by the closure of the Greenbushes
Police Station, and the fact that the area will be
serviced both by the police and the RTA. I
imagine I have discussed this matter with
sufficient clarity for the Deputy Premier and the
Premier to be satisfied on that account.

Reference was made by the mover of the
motion to the bread aspects of transport and the
problems likely to be faced in the near future.
This matter will become increasingly important as
time goes by. In fact, it is already of vital
importance to Australia. It has been
demonstrated fairly conclusively that 30 per cent
of the cost involved in moving rural produce from
country areas to the wharves is incurred within
five miles of the port. It is an Unfortunate fact of
life that the major ports in Australia have
developed around the major cities. The situation
is the same whether one looks at Sydney,
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide or Perth, and has
arisen as a result of the nature of the settlement
and development of this country in the last 150
years.

What it means is that in the past 10 years the
rate of travel through the metropolitan areas has
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decreased by half, which in effect means the cost
in the area has doubled. One of the single most
effective factors in increasing freight charges is
not industrial action but the rapid growth of
cities, and the transportation problems caused as
a result of that growth. This is the sort of
planning with which Governments must cope. The
situation will worsen if there is no revitalisation of
the system, and no overall in-depth, long-term
evaluation of the problem with which we are
confronted. If we do not take immediate steps in
this direction, our export industries will suffer
accordingly.

I concede it will be very difficult to avoid
further traffic problems. Each year, the need for
traffic control lights extends further from the
ports. This means traffic has increased in density,
with a consequent loss in time and an increase in
financial loss when transporting goods to the
wharves. In effect, it means that a tremendous
amount of machinery and manpower has been
halved in effectiveness.

The long-term problems of the fuel crisis are
not far away. It has been indicated that the life of
fossil fuel production is something like 30 years.
The Minister for Industrial'Development shakes
his head. Excluding coal, that is the situation; we
have enough coal remaining for the next several
hundred years.

Mr Mensaros: You are too pessimistic.
Mr H. D. EVANS: All right, we will make it

35 years,-which will take us into the twenty-first
century. Even if fossil fuels are still available in
the year 2 000, the costs will not be
commensurate with their present level. This will
have a tremendous effect on Australia's exports.
So, even if fossil fuels are available in the year
2 000 and the conventional methods of transport
we have come to know over the last couple of
decades continue in operation, we will still be
faced with finding other modes of transport. It
has been suggested that the electrification of our
rail system would be the most effective alternative
means of transport, but to my knowledge there
has never been any sort of detailed examination of
possible alternatives. This business of looking
from election to election must cease. Rather, it
should be a matter of looking to the year 2 000
and working out just how the bumper crops from
the Merredin-Yilgarn area will be transported to
the Kwinana terminal.

This is the sort of problem which we will be
facing and the type of planning which will be
needled. Instead of moving forward with this
particular Government, we are moving
backwards. I am glad you have returned, Mr

Speaker. To conclude, I would like to say that it is
with very great pleasure that I support the vigour
and enthusiasm shown by the member for Avon
who moved this motion.

MR COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) [10. 11 p.m.): I
appreciate the opportunity to be able to speak in
this debate and make a few observations on the
transport system in Western Australia. I should
like to commend the member for Avon on the
sincere manner in which he presented his
marathon effort. Many of the matters which he,
raised found favour with me. However, I do not
believe I can support the motion right across the
board.

I wish to deal specifically with the Westrail
situation as it applies to the area I represent,
which is Murchison-Eyre, but I do not wish to
cover ground which I covered in the Address-in-
Reply debate. For that reason I shall confine my
remarks to the section of the transport system
which has been exercising my mind for a number
of 'weeks. I am particularly interested in the
future role of the railway system in Western
Australia.

During the Address-in-Reply debate I spoke at
length on this matter. It is not my intention to
cover it again. To date my views on the
transportation system and the Westrail situation
have not been shared by any of my colleagues.
This disturbs me greatly because it is a matter
which everyone should look at, considering the
interests of this State first. Railways should take
their rightful place as the basic transportation
system in this State. I am determined to pursue
my objective which is to convince the Government
that it should change its mind on this particular
railway-that is, the Meekatharra-Mullewa
line-or alternatively it should advance some
convincing reason as to why my arguments are
spurious or are not worthy of support.

Mr O'Connor: Has the Government made a
decision?

Mr COYNE: I would think the Government
has made a decision. The stock answer which I
am given by people whom I consult about the
need for the railway not to be abandoned is that
there is no money or that the benefits of
upgrading it do not justify the outlay of $23
million. I agree that the railway in its present
situation cannot be maintained; it must be
upgraded; and it must be upgraded with heavier
rails on a better base with new sleepers, possibly
eight feet in length.

One of the matters which is very cogent to a
debate on transport systems, and which has been
mentioned by previous speakers, is the looming
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energy crisis. I believe that this is one of the most
vital reasons why we should return to the railroad
system. I believe the oil crisis will escalate to a
level where we will not be able to support people
living in remote areas as far as providing fuel is
concerned. For that reason we must return to the
railway system.

The other matter which particularly affects
Murchison-Eyre is the effect on decentral isation.
The Westrail report dealt with this matter and
showed some concern about the effect the removal
of the railway line will have on these small towns.
I do not believe it has been fully studied. In that
particular area some towns will vanish
completely- The principal town of Meekatharra,
which has been the railhead for many generations,
will certainly feel the effects more grievously than
any of the other towns. I would like to see
Meekatharra developed as a regional town. It
should be upgraded so that it will become the
jumping off point for people moving to the north.

At this stage I do not think we can support the
extension of the railway system into the Pilbara,
although there have been a number of suggestions
over the years as to why this should occur. Two of
the reports which I have supported are the Pilbara
report and the report of the Bureau of Transport
Economics. Both of these reports favour an exit
from the Pilbara back through the Murchison,
using Meekathara as the entry point into the
Murchison area.

Mr Pearce: Do you know whether the container
loading gang is still to be moved from
Meekatharra?

Mr COYNE: Not necessarily at the present
time.

Mr Pearce: Do you mean it will not be moved
at the present time, but may be moved at a'later
date?

Mr COYNE: It could be moved. The position is
a little vague.

Decentralisation is a very important issue for
the Murchison area. The removal of a few railway
people in each of these towns will have a grievous
effect upon the towns. This is a very important
matter. The other aspect is the developmental role
of railways. A report made in 1966 suggests that
a railway system cannot be related in terms of the
cost criterion that other transport systems use
because it plays a developmental role in these
areas by keeping them alive. I would agree with
that suggestion.

There is another factor which is very necessary.
It is a balancing factor which the railroad
provides by keeping transport costs reasonably
stable. If this railway line disappears from the

area it will leave the people in remote situations at
the mercy of private transport. I am private
enterprise orientated. However, the Railways
Department has to make a very big decision
before it increases railway freights. Transport
costs are a Government responsibility and they
can to some degree ameliorate the cost of living in
remote areas. For this reason the railway system
should be continued.

Mr Pearce: Are you saying that you do not
trust private enterprise?

Mr COYNE: I say that people involved in
private enterprise simply pun their case to the
Transport Commission. The commission, in most
cases, grants an increase in rates without any
hesitation. However, the Government must be
much more responsible and it has to bear in mind
that a transport system is essential to these areas.

Mr Pearce: Don't you think that we on this side
have argued that very point?

Mr COYNE. Since I have spoken in the
Address-i n- Reply debate there have been a
number of developments which seem to contradict
the views of the Minister for Transport that the
people of the Murchison are resigned to the,fact
that the railway will close and it is simply a
matter of when it will close.

Since then the Meekatharra people have called
a meeting and elected a committee to oppose the
closure of the railway. The committee is called
the Meekatharra-Pilbara Regional Railway
Committee. This committee took the initiative
and several other committees have been formed in
the various towns in the area. A delegates'
meeting was held at Mt. Magnet on the 27th
August. About 20 people attended, including the
regional administrator from Geraldton. As a
result of that meeting it was decided that each of
these railway towns would set up committees
which will prepare submissions, eventually to be
presented to the appropriate authorities sometime
in October 1 believe.

Most of these committees are fairly well loaded
with shire councillors, so they are responsible
groups of people who are taking a vital interest in
the Situation. I understand that the Geraldton
Town Council has called a meeting for next
Tuesday and has invited some delegates from the
Murchison region to discuss the situation because
it will have a grievous effect on Geraldton. The
abandonment of the Meekatharra lifeline with its
potential to enter the Pilbara could certainly
hinder the future development of Geraldton and
the town has every reason to reel concerned.

Although the Westrail report covers the
situation fairly well, I do not agree with some
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aspects of it. One of these aspects is featured in
chapter 2.15 which says in effect that the future
level of commodities now being carried is not
expected to increase significantly during the next
25 years. I do not know how anybody can say
that, because since this report was circulated
things have taken a turn for the better.

For instance, the talc mine at Meekatharra. is
now delivering to the railhead approximately
1 200 tonnes of talc a week and that amount is
expected to increase to 1 500 tonnes within the
next few weeks. Unfortunately the rail services
can accommodate only half that amount and the
rest of it must be carted by double-bottomned
vehicles. I think Beliways is carting 50 per cent of
the talc by road.

This talc is of a tremendously high quality; it is
approximately 91.7 per cent pure and is much
sought after. But there will be tremendous
difficulties in marketing it effectively if road
transport has to be used because at the moment
the company depends greatly on the railway.
Apart from that, to accommodate 1 500 tonnes
would involve 21/ trains a week on the downward
journey and on the upward journey approximately
850 to 900 tonnes of ammoniunm nitrate is being
carted, which amounts to two full trainloads a
week. That is only just keeping pace with the
usage of the mining companies, and to build up
some sort of stockpile it would be necessary to
cart approximately 1 200 tonnes. So it can be seen
that those two commodities alone constitute a fair
proportion of the total tonnage from those areas.

One of the other matters in this report that
caught my eye was the assessment of the
transport alternatives. There are three
alternatives. The first alternative is the
continuation of the upgraded railway system at a
cost of $23 million; the second is to use an
integrated rail and road system; and the third is
an all-road system. The all-rail system is naturally
the one I favour. I think the all-road system is
cumbersome and unworkable. I cannot see how
the rail and road alternative can be supported
because it would mean removing the nitrate
loading gantry, transferring it to Wubin, railing
all the other commodities to Wubin, off-loading
them at Wubin, and carting them either forward
or back by road to Meekatharra for the journey
further south. I think that is cumbersome.

I think also the road from Wubin to
Meekatharra would not stand the additional
pounding that would be given to it because of the
double-bottomed vehicles which will be speeding
up and down it. It is noticeable already that the
road is breaking up fairly quickly because of the
extra vehicles being used to cart the increased

amount of talc. 1 travelled down on that road by
truck a couple of weeks ago and it is unbelievable
just how narrow the road is.

Mr Jamieson: Those trucks are travelling
empty one way. It would be better if they had a
full load both ways with the nitrate.

Mr COYNE: They have 16 wheels on each side
and when two of those vehicles pass each other it
takes approximately half a mile for them to get
back onto the bitumen. Members can imagine the
damage done by 16 wheels going up and down
that road.

Mr Jamieson: It would cost approximately $30
million to bring that road up to the standard
required.

Mr COYNE: It would. The road is not yet
ready to enable the rail service to be phased out.
An eight-tonne axle load road has just been
completed from Malcolm to Windarra; it is about
22 feet wide. There is no comparison between that
road and the Wubin to Meekatharra road. The
Windarra road will stand huge 40-tonne vehicles
travelling up and down. Another comparison I
have made with this road is the lO-tonne axle load
road from South Windarra to Windarra itself. I
cannot see how the additional traffic going up and
down the Wubin to Meekatharra road would be
practicable, certainly not in the long term and
certainly not in wet weather.

The committee in Meekatharra of which I have
spoken has suggested that the recycling of the
bins for transporting the nitrate in one direction
and the talc in the other could be studied with a
view to making the whole exercise more profitable
for Westrail.

It is obvious that the railroad cannot cope with
the traffic it has at present. I do not know what
the terms of reference of the proposed study will
be but I imagine that the report will make
recommendations similar to those already made
by Westrail.

Some of the answers that I have been given do
not add up, and since I spoke in the Address-in-
Reply debate I have had the opportunity to study
further developments in other States, and to read
a little more of the debates in the Federal
Parliament with regard to the Tarcoola to Alice
Springs railway. People may say the decision to
build that railway was a political decision, but the
whole exercise was carried out in a responsible
manner, as far as I can see. The decision to start
building the railway was taken only a short time
ago in 1974 and construction is now well under
way. The total cost is about $140 million which is
a tremendous amount of money. I have before me
the second reading speech by the then Federal
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Minister for Transport which I should like to read
because I think some members would be
interested in hearing it.

Mr Blaikie: While you are speaking about the
Tarcoola. to Alice Springs railway, are you
suggesting that it would be necessary to make the
Meekathatra line a standard gauge railway?

Mr COYNE: No. I feel that we could not
support a standard gauge railway for the next
decade, and I should like to see the railway follow
its present alignment to Meekatharra with a 3 ft.
6 in. gauge using 62-pound rails and 4 / in.
sleepers, and upgraded to a capacity of about 50
or 60 kilometres an hour. That would service the
area more effectively.

A red herring has been drawn across the
transport situation of Meekatharra in that some
time ago mention was made of the Northern
Mining Company which was anxious to develop
iron ore deposits at Weld Range.

An approach was made to the Labor
Government in 1973 or 1974 and a guarantee of
$40 million was given for the railway.
Subsequently the project did not get off the
ground, but I was talking to the general manager
recently and he said the prospects were good.

However, there does not seem to be any way by
which the railway I envisage and the railway
which the Government should envisage can fit in
with Northern Mining's plans. The information
concerning that line is as follows-

The railway line proposed by the above
company from Weld Range direct to
Drummond Cove north of Geraldton will be
designed as a high capacity railroad capable
of transporting bulk iron ore at a rate of
2Onm. tons per year. Three trains per day,
each carrying approximately 8,000 tons, will
operate over the 230 mile journey.

It will be a standard gauge link using 126
lb. rail which will allow for loadings of up to
30 tons per axle. The estimated construction
cost will be approximately $220,000 per mile.

The route from Drummond Cove will
follow the abandoned Carey to Yuna line and
thence in almost a direct line to the Weld
Range. Financial backing for the project is
under discussion.

I do not think that those plans could include the
railway I feel is necessary to cope with the
requirements of the Murchison and beyond in the
next decade or decade and a half.

To get back to the second reading speech of the
Commonwealth Minister. On the 2nd October,
1974, Mr Jones said-

This Bill seeks the ratification by the
Parliament of an agreement made between
the Australian and South Australian
Governments for the construction of a
standard gauge railway from Tarcoola on the
Trans-Australia Railway, to Alice Springs in
the Northern Territory. Honourable
members will recall from previous statements
I have made in the House that agreements
had been reached in April with the South
Australian Government for the construction
of the railway.

The construction of a line from Tarcoola
to Alice Springs was an option open to the
Australian Government in the Railways
(South Australian) Agreement Act of 1926,
but instead the present narrow gauge line
from Oodnadatta to Alice Springs was
constructed. The possibility of constructing a
standard gauge line from Tarcoola was not
again considered until 1966 when the
Commonwealth Railways Commissioner took
the initiative and examined the advantages of
a completely new route. I emphasise that it
was the Commissioner who took the initiative
and not the then Liberal-Country Party
Government. In 1967 he made his report
examining 3 alternative proposals but coming
out strongly in favour of the new route which
is now proposed. At that time the
Commissioner was concerned at the very
high cost of maintaining the existing narrow
gauge railway, the continued disruptions to
the service and he was no doubt also
influenced by serious flood damage which
occurred in 1966. The House will remember
that the worst flooding in Central Australia
in living memory occurred this year and that
services on the Central Australian Railway
were virtually suspended for 3 months, with
serious consequences for the people of Alice
Springs and the Northern Territory.

In 1968, the then Government decided to
investigate the relative merits of an improved
road link as against an improved rail link.
The resulting study led to the conclusion that
the economically preferred course was to go
ahead with the standard gauge railway, but
that a fully sealed road to Alice Springs was
also justified. In July 1970 approval in
principle to construct the line was given and
negotiations to obtain the consent of the
South Australian Government for the
construction of that part of the line within
the State were begun.

He goes on to indicate the cost, that the new route
would be 830 kilometres from Tarcoola, and that
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it would be finished in 1982 at a cost of something
like 3146 million. He indicated that there was a
commitment to continue the railway line from
Alice Springs to Darwin.

Surely there is some reason for that. Although
the argument concerning defence has been
advanced I would say that Western Australia has
a greater argument on that score than has the
Northern Territory because of the greater value
of our export potential in the Pilbara and the
north of the State compared with the Northern
Territory.

Before I was sidetracked I was referring to the
Northern Mining railway line which diverted the
attention of the Government arid also the Bureau
of Transport Economics, and the Pilbara study
from the route from Meekatharra to the Northern
Mining group's potential project at Weld Range.
I think that one of the comments made by the
railway departmental officers was that the
railway would not follow its present route because
of the likelihood of flooding and soforth- I
mentioned earlier that.this was not likely because
alongside the railway line is a highway. It is
within a stone's throw of the railway line for the
whole route. This is an important factor because
we must have access to the line and surely this
must substantiate the view that the country which
supports a main highway should also support a,
main railway line. I think that argument is
specious.

I would like to conclude by making a few
comments about what led to the present situation.
To sum up the Westrail situation it appears that a
large proportion of the funds which normally
would have accrued to the operational side of
Westrail's undertakings has been diverted and so
Westrail has been starved for funds over the past
decade or so. The operational side has had to
compete with projects like the Kewdale transit
terminal and the new administrative buildings and
interstate passenger terminal. This is possibly one
of the reasons we are in the present predicament.

Incidentally those responsible, and the
Government-whichever Government-should be
congratulated for the tremendous quality of those
facilities. There is certainly no other State in
Australia which has buildings anywhere near the
same quality as that of the buildings and facilities
in Western Australia. However, now we must
change direction and channel our money into the
operational side of Westrail because certainly
there is need to upgrade the morale of the people,
as the honourable member mentioned.

Mr T. H. Jones: I see you will be voting with us
tonight.

Mr COYNE: I would also like to commend the
crews who Operate the stock trains from
Meekatharra. They have a fairly dangerous task,
and the cattlemen have commented on the
courtesy which is displayed by the drivers and
crews in general, particularly when stock die in
transit. The drivers are only too happy to stop the
train and offload the dead cattle. They insist that
the cattlemen are the customers and should be
looked after, irrespective of the trouble they get
into with their departmental heads in Geraldton
who insist they must cover the distance in a
reasonable time.

One final point I wish to make is that in a
broad consideration of the railway situation over
the last four or five years in the remote areas, we
have had three minuses. These were the
unserviceable, dilapidated railway lines from
Leonora to Kalgoorlie, from Coolgardie to
Esperance, and from Mullewa to Meekatharra.
As a result of the effluxion of time and changed
circumstances in the north-eastern goldfields, two
of those minuses have been reversed to pluses.

We have a profitable operation from Kalgoorlie
to Esperance, and a profitable operation from
Leonora to Kalgoorlie, with a great potential for
the future. That will be a profitable railway for
many decades to come. Surely, with two systems
coming up trumps, the Westrail system can
support the upgrading of the line in the
Meekatharra-Murchison district. There should be
plans to eventually link it with the Pilbara, as part
of an overall plan. We are trying to get the
Government to rethink the whole plan, and set
some goals. The Director-General of Transport
(Mr Knox) called for transport goals in August,
1974. However, as far as I know, there are no
transport goals with regard to the Murchison.. I do
not think anybody, for a long time, has considered
seriously trying to do something. The line has
been allowed to deteriorate, and it has lost much
support.

The railway route to the north is vital; its
geographical situation is too important to allow it
to be forgotten. It has to be considered as a long-
term need. The railway line is needed to balance
the costs of those people in the bourgeoning area
of the Pilbara and the north because there is no
doubt that by 1985 we will have 110 000 or
1 15 000 people there.

It is a Government responsibility to look into
transport costs which, in turn, reflect on the cost
of living in this area. I conclude with those
remarks.

MR O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister for
Works) (10.42 p.m.]: I listened with interest to
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the comments which have been made tonight. The
member for Avon must have been forced to move
this motion by his union or by the party he
represents.

Mr Tonkin: Come on!
Mr O'CONNOR: I imagine the member for

Avon must feel rather sorry for having had to do
so. While I agree there is some sincerity in many
of the remarks made tonight, many 9f them were
ill-informed, and some of them were contradictory
and somewhat cranky. A lot of what was said was
arrant nonsense.

I am sure that those members who have
travelled around Australia must agree that the
Western Australian transport system is second to
none in Australia.

Mr T. H. Jones: Come on!
Mr O'CONNOR: Our transport policy is

second to none. If members look further they will
find that the benefits accruing from the transport
system in this State have generally been as a
result of action by the Liberal-National Country
Party coalition.

The member for Avon mentioned the price of
fuel in New Zealand, and said that we should
follow the pattern set in that country. When I was
in New Zealand three years ago the price of
petrol was approximately $1 a gallon. I am sure
the pattern in that country is one most people
would not want to follow.

Fuel price equalisation was also mentioned.
This did apply in Western Australia, but was
thrown out by a Labor Government. That was a
disaster for Western Australia, and many of us
would like to see the equalisation system
reintroduced so that people in the outback would
be able to get what they deserve,' and would
receive some fairness as far as transport
operations are concerned. However, the
equalisation system was not thrown out by a
Liberal Government, but by a Labor Government.
The Labor Government disregarded the transport
needs of people living in the outback, and I
believe it deserved censure on that issue.

Although there was some mention of oil
companies making a profit of $O.5 million a day,
there was no mention of the outlay of those
companies, nor of the number of employees
involved. I wonder what the percentage of people
employed in the oil industry throughout Australia
would be, and I also wonder what the present
outlay is when compared with the profits.

The member for Avon said that the transport
system in Western Australia had deteriorated
since 1959. Of course, nothing could be further

from the truth and I intend to prove that as I go
along. As an example, let us examine the position
of the State Shipping Service. The Government
has fought to retain and improve that service as
much as possible in the interests of the people in
the north and in the interests of the employment
provided to the people involved.

Because of the dropoff in trade to the north-
west, we put the MV Beroona on the east-West
service in the interests of preserving our transport
system, and in an attempt to retain a further link
with the Eastern States.

Members do not have to cast their minds very
far back to remember the floods which occurred
at Rawlinna, between Kalgoorlie and Eucla when
our train services were disrupted. If the floods had
extended much further our road link with the
Eastern States would have been cut also. We have
endeavoured to retain the link with the Eastern
States by ship. Despite the fact that the ASP took
its ships off the east-west run, we have continued
to operate even though there have been financial
difficulties. If the North-West-Shelf development
goes ahead we hope this ship will be returned to
that area.

The present Government was responsible for
appointing Mr Len Bruton to report on the
operations of the State Shipping Service and
advise on how it could be improved. Not only did
the Government receive recommendations as a
result of that report, but most of them have been
implemented.

We appointed a chief executive officer with
considerable scope to operate as suggested by Mr
Bruton. We went further afield and approached
the Commonwealth Minister for Transport (Mr
Nixon) in an effort to retain the ships we had
because under a previous arrangement made by
the Labor Government the present State ships
were to be disposed of last year. We would then
have been in the position where we would not
have the flnance to replace those ships because
the price in Australia would have been
prohibitive. We have been able to make
arrangements to retain the present number of
ships, and we have also retained employment for
the people involved in the service both to the
north-west and to the Eastern States.

Returning to the subjet of transport, I had to
smile when I heard members opposite say this
Government had done nothing to improve our
transport system. The Director-General of
Transport conducted a study of a policy of a
central authority, in an effort to obtain the views
of the public, and to find out whether or not the
people wanted limited growth.
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We negotiated with the Commonwealth for a
direct Perth-Bali air service, and we also fought
very bard for the service to operate from Port
Hedland. We have encouraged new international
connections by sea and air, but what other
Governments have taken that sort of action in this
State previously? No other State has made
anywhere near the same effort.

We combined with the Commonwealth, with
Queensland, and with the Northern Territory to
get regular air services to isolated areas in the
north. That was initiated by the Western
Australian Government. Had this Government
not taken that action many small centres in the
north of this State would be without a transport
service. Yet, members opposite claim we have
neglected the transport system in this State. We
went ahead and instituted the SWAT study in an
effort to modernise and update our transport
system.

Mr T. H. Jones: What has that achieved up to
now, besides costs?

Mr O'CONNOR: When it is completed, the
member will find out.

Mr Mclver: It has taken the freezer traffic
from Westrail.

Mr O'CONNOR: Members will be aware that
the railways transport system of this State has not
been upgraded since 1938, and it badly needs that
upgrading now. There are certain goods which it
is not economic for the railways to carry. There
are other better suited means of transport, and
this is the kind of thing which is being sorted out
by the commissioner in his study. It would be
foolish to continue to transport goods by one
particular service if it was uneconomic to do so.

For a long period of time this has occurred in
Western Australia. Small parcels going by rail for
20c involve handling fees of $1.20 against
handling fees of 50c or 60c if transported by road.
The handling of bulk commodities by rail is
superior to any other form of transport. This is
where the railways do well and where rail
transport will beat any other transport' in
Australia or anywhere else in the world.

We have co-operated very well with ATAC in
an effort to get standardisation in Australia. This
is essential and we have played our part. We have
co-operated with the Commonwealth Government
in an effort to locate a second airport in the
metropolitan area.

Mr Mclver: When is that going to take place?
Mr O'CONNOR: I suppose the member is

hoping it will go to Northam but that is a little
far away.

Mr Skidmore: The Swan would be a good
place.

Mr O'CONNOR: That is too close to my
place! We have given active support to Australian
rail organ isations. Members opposite talk about a
lack of activity by this Government on transport
matters since 1959. In fact, this Government has
led all States in the utilisation of transport.
Members opposite should look at the grain
wagons which are second to none in Australia.

Mr T. H. Jones: What about suburban rail
wagons?

Mr O'CONNOR: We have bought new ore
wagons and established a Fine depot at Kewdale.
This was introduced under a Liberal-Country
Party Government with the leadership of the
present Premier. The Kewdale yards are the best
in Australia by far and are the envy of all the
other States. Members of the South Australian
Government saw it and told us they had not seen
Anything like it. Members will agree it was
established because of the foresight of the
Government and the present Premier.

It was a Liberal-Country Party Government
that initiated the standard gauge railway between
here and the Eastern States.

Mr Jamieson: It was done on a cheap basis.
Mr O'CONNOR: The State cannot be blamed

for that as the Leader of the Opposition knows.
Mr T. H. Jones: It should be blamed for it.
Mr O'CONNOR: 1 was involved in the

negotiations at the time and the member does not
know what he is talking about.

Mr Jamieson: I was involved long before you
were in the picture.

Sir Charles Court: He has damaged a lot of
things.

Mr Jamieson: You did the damage.
The SPEAKER; Order!
Mr O'CONNOR: I was involved along with

the present Premier in the negotiations with the
then Federal Minister for Transport. The Liberal-
Country Party Government from Western
Australia fought very hard to get a heavier line.
As a matter of fact I have not seen anyone battle
harder than we did at that time. We believed the
line the Commonwealth was agreeing to was too
light and we wanted a heavier line. What we said
proved to be right but we did not have control of
the purse strings. If the Commonwealth
Government had been as farsighted as we were we
would not be in such trouble. It was a Liberal-
Country Party Government which established the
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standard gauge line which takes millions of tonnes
of goods backwards and forwards every year.

The ore wagons and grain wagons, the Kewdale
establishment, and the standard gauge were all
introduced by this Government, yet members
opposite say we are lax in this regard. It is
difficult to find anything that any other
Government did.

Mr McIver: I do not think these things have
much to do with the debate.

Sir Charles Court: Of course they do. You
condemned the whole of the railway system.

Mr O'CONNOR: As I pointed out, it was a
Liberal-Country Party Government that
introduced the original standard gauge project. It
was also that Government that initiated further
upgrading of the line between Kwinana and
Kalgoorlie. The Government is now upgrading the
Bunbury line to carry the massive amounts of
cargo to be moved by rail. It was a Liberal-
Country Party Government that initiated the
standardisation of the Kalgoorlie-Esperance line.
It was a Liberal-Country Party Government
which initiated work that enabled the WAGR to
carry wood chips. That was opposed by some
Opposition members.

It was a Liberal-Country Party Government
that initiated the idea of a railway to the mineral
sands projects at Eneabba and Dongara. It was a
Labor Government that would not put up funds
for this. We had to battle that out. It was a
Liberal-Country Party Government which
supported Westrail in obtaining a fleet of buses
for country service.

Mr T. H. Jones: They don't service the areas
often.

Mr O'CONNOR: I am sure the member for
Collie would know how very costly it is to operate
passenger services by rail. Even in built-up City
areas the economics are not good, but Over long
distances in country areas it is certainly not on at
all.

Mr T. H. Jones: What about decentralisation?
What do you think about that?

Mr H. D. Evans: Tell us about the RTA.
Mr O'CONNOR: I will deal with my own

points first 'of all. The member for Avon
performed for three hours and got nowhere. If our
trains went like him we would soon run out of
money.

On the question of roads, we fought to retain
our share of road funds for Western Australia,
despite the recommendations of the Bureau of
Roads. Who was it who put in the east-west link

across the Eyre Highway? It was a Liberal-
Country Party Government.

Mr T. H. Jones: Are you blaming Whitlam for
this 30 per cent rise?

Mr O'CONNOR: A lot of our trouble stems
from the Whitlam era.

Sir Charles Court: Because of Whitlam we had
to put rat es uip 65 per cent.

Mr O'CONNOR: Despite reductions in
Commonwealth funds we have continued to
improve our road system. Through the efforts of
myself, the department, and the Premier, we were
able to get last year an additional $3.2 million
from the Commonwealth for roads in this State.
During the Whitlam era we were sold out by
Charlie Jones. The Opposition's colleagues in
South Australia will tell them that it was the
Federal Labor Government that sold the State
out.

Mr Pearce: Who reduced the funds this year?
Mr O'CONNOR: I would reply to the

honourable member, but as I said before, Mr
Speaker, I am sure you would not want me to
engage in a battle of wits with an unarmed man.

Mr T. H. Jones: You could become a comic
writer. You have plenty of wit tonight.

Mr O'CONNOR: It was a Liberal-Country
Party Government which was responsible for
bitumninising the road to Carnarvon through to
Port Hedland. I shall give the figures of funds the
State had to produce over the last few years,
together with the amounts contributed by the
Federal Government. -in 1974-75 the State figure
was $26.53 million and for the Commonwealth,
$55.96 million. In 1975-76 the figure for the State
was $33.47 million and for the Commonwealth
the figure was $60.23 million. In 1976-77 the
State had to find $49.26 million and the
Commonwealth provided $60.83 "million. For
1977-78 the State has to find $51.55 million and
the Commonwealth has provided $60.62 million.

So the Commonwealth Government has given
us an extra $5 million during that period and we
have had to put in another $25 million. The State
has had to obtain that money in order to carry out
a reasonable road programme.

When one sees the contradictions in the motion
one wonders whether members opposite know
what they are talking about. Paragraphs (c) and
(d) of the motion read-

(c) Inadequate funding for road
construction in W.A.

(d) Excessive imposts on private motorists
and users of public transport systems in
W.A.
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On one hand we are criticised for having
inadequate funds, and on the other hand we are
criticised for obtaining funds. Nothing could be
mnore contradictory than that. I wonder who drew
up the motion.

Turning to the MTT, it is the best bus system
in Australia. It has the best commissioner in
George Shea and a great lot of chaps working for
it.

Mr Mclver: Who said it was not?
Mr O'CONNOR: The honourable member has

criticised the transport system and said it was no
good. The equipment is second to none.

Mr T. H. Jones: Give him some credit.
Mr O'CONNOR: HeI gave no credit to the

transport system in Western Australia. The MiT
system in this State is second to none in Australia,
and no-one can deny it. We have Mercedes Benz
air-cooled buses; no-one in the metropolitan area
has to walk more than a quarter of a mile to a
bus; the City Clipper is something I have not seen
operating elsewhere; and our fare structure should
also be mentioned.

Mr Mclver: Why don't you extend it?
Mr O'CONNOR: Members opposite have

talked about the Eastern States and the great
systems they have seen there. We have a fare
structure of 40c for 15 sections which allows (or a
return within two hours. In Adelaide, under a
Labor Government, the fare for 15 sections is 45c
with -no free return. In Sydney, which members
opposite extol as having the greatest system in
Australia, the fare for 15 sections is 60c with no
free return.

Mr Mclver: I did not mention the bus service. I
was talking about the rail service.

Mr O'CONNOR: It is obvious this is hurting
members opposite, and I am not surprised,
because the motion is half-cocked. Let us come to
the poor people in the community who cannot
afford to pay.

Mr Jamieson: That is a laugh, too.
Mr T. H. Jones: You took away the free travel

concession to pensioners.
Mr O'CONNOR: I listened intently to

members opposite, hoping they would say
something. I wish they would extend me the same
Courtesy. The fare for pensioners is l~c with a
direct transfer from one service to the other. In
Sydney the fare for pensioners is 15Sc, with no
transfer.

In respect of patronage on buses, Western
Australia is the only State of Australia that has
had continual improvement for a number of years

as far as the number of passengers is concerned.
In all the other States the number of passengers
carried has dropped back. The member for Avon
commented on the fact that New South Wales is
putting $75 million into its system; it needs to
because it is more than $75 million behind us
now.

Mr Mclver: It would be, because it had a
Liberal Government for long enough.

Mr O'CONNOR: New South Wales sustained
a loss of $280 million on its railway system last
year, while the loss in Victoria was $180 million.
The loss in Western Australia was down to about
$3 million.

Mr T. H-. Jones: And no service.
Mr O'CONNOR: Mention was made of the

Commonwealth taking over the South Australian
railways. It took over part of the system, not all of
it.

Reference was made to wasting money on two-
way radio connections on buses, Two-way radio
was installed in Western Australia as a protection
for the drivers, because late at night in various
areas they have been attacked, pushed around,
and beaten up. At the request of the union Mr
Shea introduced this system. I think it is good and
is not money wasted.

Mr Mclver: Is it in all buses?
Mr O'CONNOR: No, but it will be eventually.

We cannot put it in all buses overnight. Funds
have something to do with it.

When we come to operation and running costs,
1 forget what the Figures are but there is a loss of
something like 20c for every passenger trip on an
MTT bus and about 80c for every passenger trip
on rail. That is a fair amount of money. It must
be realised that today many people are not keen
on travelling by public transport. We must try to
encourage them back into that field.

We have the best freeway system of any State
of Australia.

Mr Skidmore: What is its purpose?
Mr O'CONNOR: Its purpose is to divert

traffic around the city rather than through it, and
it is very successful because only about 25 per
cent of the traffic coming over the freeway goes
into the city these days.

Mention was made of the taxi industry and it
was suggested we are not doing enough for the
industry. The taxi industry was originally crippled
by a Labor Government when Mr Graham, who
was the Minister at the time, lifted the restriction
on the number of plates issued. This brought the
industry to its knees, and it was a Liberal-
Country Party Government which raised it up
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again by restricting the number of plates issued
for a long period of time. There is a split in the
industry as far as fare increases are concerned.
Some want the increase and some do not want it
because they believe it will reduce the number of
passengers.

Mr Mclver: Are you in favour of the courtesy
car service?

Mr O'CONNOR: I do not believe it can be
prevented, but we should encourage taxis and
support them as far as we can.

Mr Mclver: You cannot do that with courtesy
cars operating.

Mr O'CONNOR: We have not been slack in
planning for future needs. We made efforts to
have the metropolitan railway line electrified.

The Director-General of Transport and I went
to Canberra especially to see the Labor Minister
for Transport at that time (Mr Jones). We
appealed to him to assist us with the introduction
of an electric railway system. We were advised we
should hand the railways over to the
Commonwealth-and members know from
figures just how efficiently the Commonwealth
runs the financial aspect of railways. We came
back and after about 18 months' work prepared a
submission to the Commonwealth for the
electrification of the system. The submission was
studied by the Commonwealth Government and
sent back with a request for further detail.
Another submission has been forwarded. This is
the Government which members opposite say has
not done anything in this regard.

We have sent to the Commonwealth a
submission on the upgrading of the standard
guage line. We realise it needs upgrading. The
cost runs into something like $65 million.

As far as the railway system is concerned,
anything that has been done has been done by
Liberal-Country Party Governments. The sealing
of the Eyre Highway, the bituminising of the road
through to Port H-edland, and much of the other
substantial road work has been done by Liberal-
Country Party Governments. I could mention the
freeway system-

Mr Skidmore: Commonwealth funding, of
Course.

Mr O'CONNOR: -the railway equipment,
and various other things.

A comment was made, I think by the member
for Warren, about the Road Traffic Authority. I
fail to see how this relates to the transport system,
but nevertheless it was raised, and I wish to make
some brief points about it. The member for
Warren said that if we reverted to traffic control

by the Police Force we would save money. I want
to assure members that the introduction of the
RTA into Western Australia has resulted in
savings.

Mr Skidmore: At the expense of other services
in Western Australia.

Mr O'CONNOR: If that is so, it is well worth
while because there has been a saving of lives.
That is something of concern to members on this
side of the House, but maybe not to members
opposite. I am sure that fundamentally it is of
concern to everyone.

Since the introduction of the RTA, and since
this Government came to power in 1974, there
has been a reduction in the road toll. In 1973
there were 371 deaths on our roads. The following
year there were 339, the year after that 308, and
last year the Figure was 310. So far this year the
road toll is 21 behind last year's figure.

Mr Laurance: That speaks for itself.
Mr O'CONNOR:. That is a reduction every

year.
Mr H. D. Evans: You could be doing better

using the money you had.
Mr O'CONNOR: How come the Labor

Government could not do better when it was in
office? The figure was 371 road deaths during its
last year in office.

Mr H. D. Evans: Figures are not the whole
story.

Mr O'CONNOR: Surely the member is not
going to criticise the figures?

Mr H. D. Evans: I am very pleased to see those
Figures, but they could be better.

Mr O'CONNOR: The figures show that the
increase in vehicle numbers was about 8 per cent
annually. Our State went from having the worst
figures in Australia as far as deaths per 10 000
vehicles were concerned, to having the best. The
worst rate per 10 000 vehicles was 14.2 deaths for
every 10000 vehicles. The figure then dropped
year by year to 7.3, 6.9, 5.4, 5.2. then 4.9 deaths
for every 10 000 vehicles. Members Opposite
cannot say this is silly!

A comment was also made about substandard
vehicles and it was suggested that the heavy
haulage vehicles should be inspected by the
Transport Commission rather than the RTA. I do
not think it is the job of the Transport
Commission to inspect vehicles; it is the job of the
RTA, and it should remain so.

Comments have been made about the closure of
the Meekatharra-Mullewa railway line. The
member for Murchison-Eyre has this matter very
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much at heart. When we consider the transport
system of the State, we must look at several
things. Firstly, we must look at people, then
economics, and then need.

Mr Carr: Are they equal in your book?
Mr O'CONNOR: I do not think anyone would

deny that this line is substandard. If it were to be
upgraded, probably it would need to be resited.
The cost of a new line would be about $23
million, and the service would operate at an
anticipated loss of $2 million a year. Now, that
$23 million capital cost and $2 million a year
running cost must come from somewhere. It must
come either from funds which are supporting
something else at this stage, or from additional
taxation from the people. We must have
substantial justification before we can upgrade
the line to the extent needed.

Mr Coyne: Would not 100 000 people deserve
some consideration?

Mr O'CONNOR: They have had some
consideration. They have roads, a ship, and
railway lines going to Dampier and Port Hedland.

Mr Coyne: Ships losing $10 million a year.
Mr O'CONNOR: I do not know what else the

member wants. This motion is a waste of the time
of the House; it was brought forward without due
thought. I do not want to continue any longer
because of the lateness of the hour. Quite clearly,
the motion is without foundation, and I oppose it.

MR T. H. JONES (Collie) 111.14 p.m.]: Unlike
the Minister who has just resumed his seat, I have
much pleasure in supporting the proposition
before the House tonight. It is remarkable, and I
must point it out, that the only reference the
Minister made to the metropolitan rail system
was to say that the Government had applied to
the Commonwealth Government for money to
electrify it. Nothing else was said.

Due credit must be given to the member for
Avon. He took a great deal of time to spell out
clearly the precarious situation in regard to
transport and the run-down state of the suburban
system.

The motion before the House is very well
planned and well timed. It says-

that, in the opinion of this House, the
present State Government and the Federal
Government are deserving of censure because
of their:-

(a) Inability to face W.A.'s present
transport problems or to plan for
future needs.

What are the plans for the future? This is the
question that the Opposition wants answered. We

were not told tonight by the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport what plans had been
made for money to electrify the system. The
Minister spoke about the Kewdale railway depot,
the new iron ore wagons, and other things, but he
did not tell us what the Government intended to
do for the future.

No-one in this House can deny that a problem
is just around the corner regarding traffic control
in Western Australia, and particularly in the city
area. One only has to drive through the traffic in
peak hours to know that this problem will
increase. It has increased in the last few years,
and it will continue to increase considerably in the
years to come. However, the Minister said
nothing about it.

The member for Avon should be congratulated
on the manner in which he presented the motion
to us this evening. In paragraph (b) he censured
the State and, Federal Governments for their
failure to preserve the metropolitan and rural rail
systems of Western Australia.

The metropolitan rail system is a disgrace. Last
week, so that I would know the true situation of
travelling by train in the suburbs, I took a ride in
one of our old trains. I did not travel in one of the
new trains, but rather one of our (rains which
leaves a great deal to be desired. I did this so that
I would have first-hand information on the
matter, and I wanted to see for myself whether
what I had been told was correct. Indeed, I had
not been wrongly informed; the system is run
down.

Mr Skidmore: I thought the train had square
wheels, and I got out to find it did not have any
wheels!.

Mr T. H. JONES: For obvious reasons this
system has been permitted to run down.

Mr Laurance: You got back all right.
Mr T. H. JONES: Luckily for the member, I

did get back. I merely wished to draw attention to
the present situation.

Paragraph (c) of the motion refers to the
inadequate funding for roads in Western
Australia. When we were debating in this House
a Bill to increase licence fees, what was the
argument advanced by the Government for those
increases? The argument was that the increases
were necessary because of lack of funding by the
Commonwealth Government. So it can be seen
clearly why the member referred to that matter in
the motion.

The last paragraph of the motion, paragraph
(d), refers to excessive imposts on private
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motorists and users of public transport systems in
Western Australia.

As I asked last year when I spoke to the
measure to initiate the Road Traffic Authority,
where are tbe results of this new system about
which we had heard so much? The expected
results have not materialised, so certainly the
member for Avon is to be congratulated on his
foresight in bringing this motion to the House.

I want to ask this question: Where is the State
headed in regard to transport generally? I am
interested not only in the railway system, but also,
and perhaps more importantly, in our road
situation.

Let us look at the money the Government has
expended over the years in an attempt to find a
solution. The records spell out clearly that since
1959 eight studies have been undertaken and
completed at a cost of $ 1.099 million. I indicate
to members that the figure does not include the
cost of the Warren report.

Eight studies were initiated by Liberal
Governments, and these studies cost $1.099
million. Are we any better off today than before
these studies were set up?

Mr Skidmore: We are worse off.
Mr T. H. JONES; The honourable member

knows the answer. Of course, this sum of money I
mentioned, the $ 1.099 million, is a direct cost and
it does not include salaries or staff. So we spent
$ 1.099 million of the taxpayers' money.

Mr Shalders: How much?
Mr T. H. JONES: We spent $ 1.099 million to

set up the studies. The member for Murray may
laugh-

Mr Shalders: You have said it five times.
Mr T. H-. JONES: The Minister handling the

matter also thinks it is a joke, but it is no joke.
Unfortunately the people of Western Australia
are paying the penalty. In addition to those eight
inquiries, the Minister has been around the world
several times to study transport systems in other
parts of the world. What has been the cost of that
to the public of Western Australia? The Director-
General of Transport (Mr Knox) also has had
several trips overseas. Where are the benefits
from these overseas trips? Where are the benefits
from the studies that have been undertaken by
successive Governments? Those are the questions
the Opposition asks.

Mr Laurance: You have had your world trip.
Mr T. H. JONES: What I am worried about is

where we are heading in respect of our transport
systemi, generally, in Western Australia. Whilst it
is easy for the Minister to criticise the Cost

involved in operations in New South Wales and
Victoria, at least those States have services that
are attracting patrons to the railways. Can we say
the same in Western Australia? Of course not.
Everyone knows of the efficient underground
servce that is available in New South Wales, and
of the underground system currently being
installed in Melbourne.

Mr Shalders: Why is the number of people
using that service dropping if it is doing such a
good job?

Mr T. ff. JONES: The number of patrons is
not dropping. For the benefit of the member for
Murray, the system in New South Wales is being
extended. If he goes to Melbourne and inspects
the situation as the member for Avon and I have
done, he will find the Government of that State is
currently undertaking the massive
undergrounding of the railway system in that city.
Of course, that Government is looking at the
long-term result and is not living from day to day
as this Government is doing.

What have been our policies for the extension
of rail services in Western Australia? We have
seen no extension of the services. Does any
member argue that the railway system should not
be extended south of the river to the Kwinana
area? Does anyone argue that the system should
not be extended to the north of the city to
overcome the congestion on the roads and to
provide a service to people in the areas
concerned?

I repeat that nothing is being done in this
regard. We are merely living from day to day,
and apparently the Government is prepared to
carry on with its very short-sighted policy. We
should be looking ahead and taking a leaf from
the book of the Labor Government in New South
Wales. Members might not like me referring to
this, but I feel we should have a look at the
policies being implemented to overcome the
traffic problem in New South Wales.

Mr Shalders: Have you been for a ride on their
buses? They are disgraceful.

Mr T. H. JONES: I would like to quote from
the magazine Railways of Australia Network of
August, 1977. 1 refer to page 5, wherein appears
the heading, "Intensive Five Year Public
Transport Plan for New South Wales". That is
some plan; at least that Government has a policy.
What policy has this Government? Can any
member of the Government advise me that this
State has a policy in respect of our transport
needs in the future? If there is such a policy. I
would like to hear about it, because the Minister
did not inform the House of it. He certainly did
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not inform the House of the programming and the
policies being considered by his Government. He
went on about what has been done in respect of
the Eyre Highway and an approach that was
made to the Federal Government, and some other
matters; but he said nothing about the
Government's programming and policy in respect
of transport.

Western Australia could well take a leaf from
the book of the Government of New South Wales.
How far that Government is looking ahead can be
seen in the article to which I have referred, and
from which I quote briefly as follows-

It is generally agreed that transport, along
with such matters as the environment and
resources policies, stands at the centre of the
great national debate generated in the late
1960's and early 1970's on basic community
issues.

Under the subheading, "The Government's
Transport Policies", the article states-

Independently and substantially from its
own resources..

That State is not worrying about funding from
the Federal Government. The Government of
New South Wales is implementing this
programme from its own resources. It is not
complaining about the new federalism policy, but
is implementing its progressive policies from State
resources.

Mr O'Neil: Didn't they get a special grant from
the Commonwealth Government in respect of
upgrading their railways?

.Mr T. H. JONES: I am talking about this
particular policy, not what has occurred in the
past.

Mr O'Neil: I am talking about the amount of
money the Commonwealth made available to
New South Wales to upgrade its run-down
railways.

Mr T. H. JONES: I am referring to the five-
year plan of New South Wales. Has the Deputy
Premier's Government a similar plan?

Mr O'Neil: Let's talk about the question that
you can't answer. You have said this five-year
plan is being undertaken from the State's own
resources. What about the special grant gi ven to
New South Wales by the Commonwealth to
upgrade its railways?

Mr T. H. JONES: I am not talking about the
past, but about the present policy-

Mr O'Neil: I am talking about now, too.
Mr T. H. JONES: -and initiative of the New

South Wales Government. Can the Deputy

Premier match it? Where is this Government's
five-year plan for transport?

Mr O'Neil: Tell us about their five-year plan.
Mr T. H. JONES: This is what the motion is

all about; this is why the Opposition is censuring
the Government. Could the Deputy Premier table
tomorrow in this House a plan in respect of future
transportation in Western Australia? If there is
such a plan we have not heard of it, and that is
the reason the motion has been moved.

To continue with the programme of New South
Wales-and I know this hurts the Deputy
Premier because it has been initiated by a Labor
Government-the point I made earlier is that the
Government of this State could well follow the
initiative and foresight of the Labor Government
of New South Wales. The article to which I have
been referring continues-

Independently and substantially from its
own resources, N.S.W. is embarking on an
all-embracing improvement of transport in
the total sense.

The basic planks of that transport policy
are:

The modernisation and rationalisation of
public transport services and resources.
The development of a. viable transport
system, within the economic, social,
environmental and resource constraints,
to provide reasonable and equitable
mobility for both public transport and
private vehicles.

Further on, the article states-
As Stage I of the programme, investment

in new and on-going projects in 1976-77
amounted to about $160 million.

That is not from Commonwealth funds, but from
the State's own funds. The report also states-

It is our intention to increase this outlay
substantially in 1977-78 with, in addition, a
special allocation of about $40 million to get
the track upgrading programme under way.

The Labor Government in New South Wales is
not saying, "We have to scrap our programme
because the Commonwealth Government will not
make available sufficient money"; it is taking the
initiative and doing something, just as the
Government of Western Australia should be
doing, and just as the motion calls upon it to do.
The article goes on to state that New South
Wales also intends to purchase new buses. Then it
goes on to say-

The Public Transport Commission
currently has contracts let for 300 new
double-deck suburban passenger carriages
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valued at almost $90 million. Eighty of these
have already been put into service.

When I was in New South Wales earlier this year
I took the opportunity to ride on one of those
double-decker carriages to see how efficient they
were and I found they were very efficient. What is
Western Australia doing about this? I will tell the
House, because recently I received an answer to a
question in this place. The point I am making is
that whilst this upgrading programsme is
proceeding in New South Wales with 300 double-
decker rail carriages being purchased at a cost of
$90 million, just what are suburban passengers in
this State putting up with?

The member for Avon directed a questi on to
the Minister representing the Minister for
Transport in this House on the 25th August,
1977. The first part of the question was-

What is the age of the oldest passenger
carriages still in operation on rail routes?

The answer to that question was-
28 years.

Twenty-eight years, Mr Speaker! No wonder our
rail services are inefficient. The second part of the
question asked-

When were new diesels last purchased for
use on suburban rail routes?

The answer supplied by the Minister was-
1968.

That was nine years ago, and since then nothing
has been done. Question (3) was-

What is the age of the latest type of
locomotive currently in use on suburban rail
routes?

The answer supplied was-
23 years.

This is supposed to be a progressive Government,
a Government on the move. It is moving, all right,
but I do not know to where. The answers to that
question are a clear indication to members just
where our rail services are going. We are certainly
a State on the move, but we are moving
backwards! Is it any wonder that the Minister
refrained from mentioning these facts? He knew
he was on very dangerous ground because he had
no answer to the allegations so strongly and
capably put forward by the member for Avon.

I recall the present Minister for Works
travelling around the world, studying the various
transport systems in operation. He visited San
Francisco and other parts of the world. When are
we going to see the benefits of his overseas
jaunts? When will we receive the benefit of the
studies undertaken by Mr Knox, and the eight

inquiries which we established? When will we see
the benefit of the expenditure of $1 .099 million on
studies and inquiries?

We heard the Minister say that the Liberal
Government had done this and that and had been
responsible for all sorts of initiatives. When is the
Government going to initiate some moves to
improve our metropolitan transport services? Mr
Speaker, you would know that weekend rail
services have been curtailed.

Mr T. *J. Burke: Mr Speaker is a country
member.

Mr T. H. JONES: We are not improving the
service, as a result of which patronage is
dropping.

The Minister mentioned the upgrading of the
Perth-'unbury line. He refrained from
mentioning the Australind, on which nothing has
been spent. We expect people to continue to use
rail transport, while doing nothing about
improving the service we offer.

Let us have a look at those fast special
passenger services from Perth to Albany and from
Perth to Geraldton. Members may be interested
to know it takes as long today to travel to
Geraldton and Albany on these special trains as it
did 40 years ago. Yet each election time we are
asked to accept the proposition that we arc the
State on the move. We are certainly moving; one
could walk as fast as those two trains!

As the service deteriorates, people leave rail
transport. I know some initiatives have been made
to provide parking at suburban railway stations,
but that is not good enough. We must provide an
efficient and fast transport service. I am confident
if we had an efficient suburban rail system, people
would not use their motorcars. I would sooner
leave my car at home and travel by train, if an
adequate service were available.

Mr Skidmore: I would, too, if I could get away
from this place.

Mr T. HA. JONES: I am sure most members
would use rail transport if it were efficient. I
believe it is time to look towards the
electrification of our railways. It is all right for
the Minister and the Premier to say we are
waiting for this new federalism to come into
operation. I do not know how long we are to wait.
According to the Premier, when it comes into
operation all our worries will be over; money will
flow into each State of the Commonwealth. Of
course, that will never be the situation, as
members well know.

I believe tonight we must applaud the member
for Avon for moving this motion. No-one can
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deny there is traffic congestion in the city area,
particularly during peak hours. We must look
towards keeping vehicles out of the city. If any
member cared to visit Nottingham in England as
I did some two years ago he would see the
authorities there have established very efficient
busways to transport people from outer parking
areas into the central city. That has been an
efficient answer to the problem faced by
Nottingham, and a similar concept has
application in Perth. I raised this matter two
years ago after I inspected the system at
Nottingham but for two years, nothing has been
done except for some extensions to the Mitchell
Freeway.

It cannot be denied that the traffic problem on
the freeway during peak hours is quite severe. It is
d nightmare, particularly during winter, to travel
over the freeway during peak hours, yet we have
been tolerating this situation for some time. What
does the Government intend to do about this
matter?

At the moment there is a strike involving
owner-drivers who cart commodities to the north-
west. Having examined the issues involved, I do
not blame them for taking strike action, an I am
sure the Minister for Labour and Industry joins
with me on that point. The freight rates they are
receiving are not commensurate with the costs
involved. Cut-throat tactics are being employed in
this area of the transport industry, and the
Government must act now to relieve the situation.

Once freight rates are upgraded, the only long-
term answer is to register subcontractors in
Western Australia, as is done in Britain. We must
contain the number of contractors entering the
industry, otherwise the industry will be
overloaded to the point where it becomes
uneconomic. As members representing north-west
electorates would know, it is easy to get a load to
the north, but difficult to get a load back, and this
is where operators start to undercut. This leads to
many of the owner-drivers going to the wall and
becoming bankrupt. I believe if the Government
adopted the British system of restricting the
number of people commencing transport
operations the industry could be made more
economic.

Another point which concerns the Opposition is
the condition of the railway tracks throughost the
State. The Meekatharra-Mullewa line has been
mentioned. I was told in answer to a question that
there were hundreds of miles of railway track in
Western Australia subject to speed limits.

Mr O'Connor: There are hundreds of miles on
the Meekatharra line alone.

Mr T. H. JONES: In addition to the
Meekatharra line, hundreds of miles of railway
line in the south-west areas have speed limits
placed upon them. I cannot speak for the north,
but in the south, there are speed limits left, right
and centre. Such speed limits interfere with the
efficiency of our railway system. These have been
in operation for years and years. Despite requests
from time to time for the Government to do
something about it, unfortunately no approval has
been given. I would urge the Government to
investigate this very important facet of upgrading
the line to overcome the speed restrictions
imposed generally in Western Australia.

Earlier tonight the Minister indicated that
some commodities could be better transported by
rail than road. I go along with that. I agree that
livestock and some perishable goods are more
easily transported by road. I agree it is cheaper to
transport large tonnages by rail. However, I must
ask the question: What are we doing about
operating the two services efficiently? I believe
there is room for both. The curtailment of a road
service always provokes an argument, as does the
curtailment of a rail service. We have not been
able to decide exactly which commodities should
be carried by rail and which commodities should
be carried by road. The reason for this is that the
two systems-are working in competition.

Mr O'Connor: I could not disagree with that.
Mr T. H. JONES: I prophesy that once a

railroad is closed it will be very difficult to open it
again. Certain areas have been suggested for
possible closure. I believe one is the Donnybrook-
Boyup Brook section. Of course, we do not know
what the position will be in 30 years' time. If we
close other sections of the railway line will our
roads be capable of servicing the needs of the
people of Western Australia? I doubt it very
much. We know the congestion that is
experienced on the roadways at the present time.
Can anyone indicate what the traffic will be on
the roads in 50 years' time? Should we say here,
as administrators, that we agree to rail closures
when the future is not known? Of course, this is
something that must be given close consideration.

Coupled with this as another member
mentioned earlier tonight, is the question of the
availability of fuel. As I mentioned in the House
last week, a seminar in Washington earlier this
year stated that by 1985 the world would not be
capable of supplying any additional needs for fuel
oil. This is a matter of great concern. Everybody
knows the position regarding fuel. If we close our
railways, what is the alternative?

Mr Coyne: We can walk.
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Mr T. H. JONES: I do not know whether the
member opposite would like to walk to
Meekatharra when he leaves the House tonight.

Mr Coyne: I am saying that walking is the only
alternative.

Mr T. H. JONES: We have to do something
about our railways. The Minister knows that the
Midland Junction repair depot is in a shocking
state. The Minister would know this as well a!s I
do. This was brought to my attention when I
made an inspection of the repair depot about 12
months ago. A great deal of the equipment was
worn out. These machines had been in service for
some 80 years and when I made my inspection the
operators complained to me about their state of
repair. Is it any wonder that the Western
Australian Government railway repair depot is
not in a position to cope with the demands of
private industry? That question is easily
answered. The depot has no chance of coping with
the needs Of private industry. It may be able to
cope with the situation in some areas; but due to
the fact that the depot is operating with
antiquated machinery, is it any wonder that the
Western Australian Government depot at
Midland Junction cannot cope with the demands
of private industry generally in this State? This
matter should be investigated. It should not be
necessary for the Government repair depot and
workshops to be forced to let contracts to private
industry. The situation should be examined and
something should be done to improve the
conditions; otherwise before long there will be no
repair depot. The Minister cannot deny this. He
knows as well as I do that most of the equipment
at the Midland Junction Workshops is worn out.
It has passed its useful life. What are we doing
about it?

It is for this reason that 1 am on my feet
tonight supporting the motion so capably moved
by the member for Avon. I do hope that although
the Minister opposed the proposition, the
Government will race up to the realities of the
situation and will draw up an improvement
programme. In this age we cannot live from day
to day. We are in a changing world. Not only is
the imminent shortage of fuel a matter of grave
concern, but there is also the price factor. Whilst
the shortage of fuel is all-important, the price of
fuel available to the Government must surely be
causing some concern.

In conclusion, Mr Speaker, I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion so ably moved
by the member for Avon. I hope the Government
will heed all the points raised by the Opposition
tonight. It is hoped that a transportation policy

for Western Australia will be introduced in the
future. I support the motion.

MR JAMIESON (Welshpool-Leader of the
Opposition) [11.46 p.m.]: I am glad the Minister,
when replying to the motion on behalf of the
Government, opened the history books, because it
gives me an opportunity to tell him the history of
some of these developments. For the Minister's
edification, if he does not already know, in 1947
when a Mr Marshall was the Minister for
Railways, agreement had been arrived at by the
Chifley Government for the standardisation of the
railways. The file shows very clearly that shortly
after this the McLarty-Watts Government came
into office and did not persist with this policy.
The agreement lay in limbo until the Hawke
Government came into office. At this stage it was
resurrected and the file shows the many
difficulties that Were experienced when
endeavouring to interest the Menzies Government
in combining with the State in financing the
standardisation project.

The discussions continued until the Hlawke
Government was removed from office in 1959.
The present Premier then became Minister for
Railways. A strange thing about the file is that
for seven years not one more page was added.
That is an indication of how interested the
Government was at that stage in the development
of the standard gauge line. This file is readily
available. I have seen it; other members have seen
it; and it is available to Ministers. The ile shows
exactly what happened.

After being asked a number of questions the
present Premier was suddenly galvanised into
action and then the standardisation of railways
became the big thing. He said, "We will go for
the standardisation line." He raced in and did a
number of things to initiate the system overnight.
However, despite the Premier's approach to the
Commonwealth, which usually brings more
rebuffs than assistance, he was able to gain
agreement in principle to the scheme from the
Federal Government. The Commonwealth was
only prepared to enter into this development with
limited funds. The Premier treated this matter
with great urgency and wanted it done then and
there. As the Premier said, the scheme was
tackled with a smaller amount of finance and a
lesser degree of efficiency than should have been
the case in a major rail development of this
nature. The Premier must accept a great deal of
the blame for this because he was in such a hurry,
despite the fact that he had forgotten about it for
approximately seven years.

After that the Minister who defended the
Government tonight inherited the railway
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portfolio. I think he acted as understudy for a
period of time before he became fully responsible
for it. The history is not quite as robust as it
would initially appear to be if we go back and
look at the actions of Liberal Governments over
the years in relation to this matter.

As I mentioned earlier this session, I had the
opportunity to travel to see the Meekatharra line
with the member who moved this motion. One
matter that always concerns me is the figures that
engineers throw around, if they do not want to do
anything. They will throw a figure into the air.
They will say, "$23 million". As a result the
Government shudders and says, "We cannot
touch that."

One must be very careful about what such
people are talking about in this sort of
proposition, because when one asks them for an
explanation of their figures they say such things
as, "Oh well, that meant that if we upgraded and
rerouted in certain areas and did this, that, and
the other to it". I think this line, even in its
present location, can he upgraded at a much lower
cost than the figure mentioned.

The things that have been done to it during the
last few years are shameful. The sleepers used on
the line came from the Midland railway line and
were probably the original sleepers on that
railway line if one were to judge from the amount
of sand that was carted with them and the
number of holes which had been bored in them.
The sleepers had to be put in at an angle so that
dog spikes could be put into them because there
were already so many holes in the sleepers. If we
use worn-out equipment such as that, of course we
will wreck the line; and this sort of thing has been
going on for a number of years.

As the member who represents the district has
amply shown tonight, this line is carrying capacity
loads in each direction and, as long as it is in
service, it will continue to do so beyond the
lifetime of members of this Parliament. As far as
I know, there is no chance of the talc deposits
being exhausted for a considerable time;, my
information is that considerable deposits are being
mined. In addition, there is certainly no likelihood
of a decrease in the requirement for nitrate at Mt.
Newman for 100 years. So it looks as though such
a line should have a reasonable future.

As the member for Murchison-E~yre also
indicated, the alternative is the upgrading of the
Wubin to Mt. Magnet road. But what would be
the cost of that? It would be approximately $30
million. People run away from millions of dollars
these days so we must find ways of overcoming

the cost structure; and there would probably be
ways of doing so.

One of the reports referred to by my
colleague-the Nielsen report-gave an
indication of how to finance such things from
State moneys. Some of the comments were very
refreshing and attacked the problem quite well,
While the report is concerned mainly with
metropolitan transport, I think the principle
evolved by Nielsen for financing that sort of a
system could be applied to the financing of
railway systems. I am sure this needs to be looked
at.

I should hate to recommend to the Government
that it unfold too many of these reports because
they seem to be produced ad nauseuni, but if we
had decided to go ahead with one of the earlier
plans and had spent a lot of money on it we would
not have wasted money on other plans. The
situation is rather like building a house. If one
continues to have plans drawn up without finally
selecting a plan the house does hot get built. It is
as simple as that; and this has been the procedure
adopted by a number of Governments over many
years.

Some of the things that were done were quite
remarkable. When I became the Minister
responsible for main roads I inherited a grandiose
highway system, but nobody had ever thought
about how to get buses in'to the centre of Perth.
They were still running down Murray Street and
then travelling up Wellington Street and under
the subway. It was only when a few people started
to think about that situation and the PERTS
Committee was for med to try to find some way
out of that -im passe that the development of a
system for buses to travel on a busway over the
railway line took place. The determination of that
system was made quickly and within six or eight
months of it being made the bus statlion had been
constructed and was commencing operations.
Such things are necessary when planning because
people are not attracted to slow bus or train
servicems

Proper plans must be adopted and an Act of
Parliament must be passed to put them into
effect. The last proposal concerning anything like
this was the one for undergrounding of the
railways and that still lies in one of the many
pigeonholes in the department. The present
Minister for Police and Traffic was one of the
carping critics of that scheme and he said it would
cost $55 million. That was an astronomical
amount in those days and such a scheme would
probably cost $150 million today. Nevertheless,
we must undertake such schemes.
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Our transport system must also include good
land usage, and an Act of Parliament would be
required to do the things that must be done and to
raise the revenue to provide this sort of service. If
we do not do this sort of thing we will certainly be
sorry in the ultimate.

There are many ways of determining future
transport needs and one of the most necessary
things is to make sure that people are discouraged
from bringing their vehicles into the city by
encouraging them to use alternative means of
transport. The Minister said that no other
transport system is as good as ours. One example
of how to encourage people to use trains can be
seen in South Australia. The South Australian
Government seems to be managing well with its
diesel coaches and it has extended the railway line
to Christie's Beach. This has made a tremendous
difference to the ability of people to travel from
those southern suburbs, which are similar to our
northern suburbs, into the centre of the city. The
thousands and thousands of cars that are parked
by the stations each day are evidence of the effect
of the extension of this line purely for suburban
passenger transport. Of course, one must bear in
mind that the South Australian Government does
not now have the responsibility for main line
transport.

One can see that there is a necessity to plan
ahead. There has not been the necessary amotint
of planning. I get a little tired of the attitude to
transportation of people such as Mr Knox because
every time we seem to be getting somewhere they
want to call for another report. There must be
about 50 reports by Mr Knox alone in the
archives of the State Government. I am not being
overcritical of him because I realise he has a
problem in trying to accommodate Governments
as they come and go. I know that he had to
change his attitude to our ideas when we were in
government and he probably had to change it
again when the Court Government came to office.
He has probably never been able really to settle
down.

Unless the Government is prepared to introduce
a Bill to set a programme for the development of
a fast-moving railway system which will
incorporate land use in the costing of the railway,
we will not get anywhere. If we did that we could
have a section of the railway running to the north
and a section running to the south, which will
eventually have to be done. If we do not start to
do that this year we will have to dolit in 10 years'
time; and, as with all these schemes, the longer
they are left the more they cost.

These systems might be expensive to construct,
but the pipeline to Kalgoorlie would not have

been started if the Government of the day
worried about its cost because it is
understanding that all the finances of
Government for two years were used to do
one job.

had
my

that
that

Of course I realise we could not do that now.
However, we must remember that in those days
funds would probably have been as hard to obtain
for the small colony as they are to obtain today
for an efficient transport system.

We know that the railways cannot be made to
pay for themselves. Members have spoken about
passenger miles and the costs involved for each
passenger journey. They have said that the
Government is subsidising the services. However,
those same members said nothing about the
problems faced by the public when travelling to
and from work. The provision of an efficient
transport service for the public cannot be assessed
in dollars and cents. It is assessed in relation to
the convenience it is to the community; and I am
sure the community would soon indicate by usage
of the facilities if they were provided that they
preferred them rather than the frustration of
travelling on freeways on which at times they are
held up for long periods.

The member for Avon ably moved the motion
in all sincerity. He covered the whole transport
system, but I wanted to deal only with the trunk
lines because I feel these will be important in the
future as they have been in the past. Unless we
make provision for them now we will not be
applauded by citizens in future years.

The main trunk lines are always a problem, but
they provide a convenience. I am referring to the
lines to Kalgoorlie, to Geraldton, and so on. The
member for Collie referred to the slow speeds. If
one considers the old Greenough Flats-Guildford
railway agreement which would be in the archives
here somewhere, one would see that the company
involved at the time was obliged as a minimum to
run one train each way each day at an average
speed of 25 miles an hour. I doubt whether the
present trains on that line are achieving that
minimum now, so we have not advanced very far
in our transport system. Despite this, some people
wonder why the public choose to use fast motor
transport for the transport of wool from the
Mur~hison district, and other products to the
various markets.

A concrete plan is required. We do not need all
kinds of advisers from overseas. Let us adopt a
plan and let our own department use its initiative
because at the moment we are getting exactly
nowhere. Of course we have a wonderful terminal,
and all credit to Westrail for it. It was planned a
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long time ago so I am sure that no particular
Minister can take credit for it. Many years ago
the department was investigating the sale of land
in an endeavour to obtain finance to establish a
suitable headquarters for the railway system in
this State. To the department's credit it has
achieved this quite effectively.

The other terminals which have been
established were necessary because we had an
appalling set of goods yards and their ass6ciated
problems in Perth, Fremantle, and Midland. Now
we have a very good depot at Kewdale which is
where the depot should be.

This was all planned in the scheme of things,
but now we need a plan under which to develop
our railways. We must certainly consider the
trunk lines for the future and how much they will
be needed and what is likely to be transported on
them. Perhaps fortunately in the early days when
the lines were established to Wiluna, Sandstone,
and other similar places, the Government did not
consider the economics of the line because there
was certainly no economic value to be gained
from them. After all, once all the necessary
material had been carted on the line to build the
town, the only requirement for the line would
have been for passengers and consumer goods.
There was and is no backloading at all.
Consequently those railway lines never did pay
and were bound to race financial problems.
However, every time a gold strike was made at
Menzies, Leonora, or anywvhere else, pressure was
brought to bear on Parliament to finance the
establishment of a railway line to the areas
involved. The lines were established without any
thought to financial returns.

If that could be done in those days. when the
population was so sparse and money was so short,
surely it can be done today so that effective
services can be provided for places like
Meekatharra. All these trunk lines should be
studied because they need to be made more
efficient in order that they might bring the
produce from the various areas to the markets.
Perhaps we should consider again some of the
smaller lines to decide whether or not they should
be retained. However, apart from those we have
gone about as far as we can go in the closure of
railway lines. Instead we should be implementing
a concrete plan for the future.

I hope that as a result of the motion we will
have at least brought to the attention of the
Government the desirability of not appointing
consultants all the time to give us yet more plans
and suggestions. The Government should decide
on a plan, introduce the necessary legislation for
it, and then forge ahead with it. We know that

mistakes will be made and problems will arise.
We cannot avoid these; but at least we will have
something concrete on which to work for the
future. At the moment we have nothing. We are
talking of electrifying the railway system, but we
do not know where it will run or whether any
extensions will be made. This is why we must
have a plan so that something worth while will be
achieved for the future. I support the motion.

MR MeIVER (Avon) [12.07 aim.]: I will be
very brief, having regard for the lateness of the
hour. I thank those members who have
contributed to the debate. I was very disappointed
indeed that not one Country Party member took
part in the debate, particularly on the question of
the price of oil. We all know that country people,
particularly farmers, are subsidising the city
motorists at a time when farmers can do with
every dollar on which they can place their hands.
I must assume from their silence that they are
well and truly satisfied with the present situation,
but I wonder what those people they supposedly
represent are thinking.

In the usual fashion of Ministers who have the
numbers, the Minister on this occasion
contributed nothing concrete to the debate. We
know that when we move a motion of this nature
we have no chance of having it passed. However,
what we have achieved is to make the
Government aware of the present situation of the
transport system.

As the member for Collie indicated, the
Minister spoke about everything except the
contents of the motion. He referred to the State
Shipping Service, but nowhere is that service
mentioned. However, in relation to oil prices,
which I stated represented a national scandal, he
said that I was idiotic and cranky. I invite him to
ring the Secretary of the Western Australian
Automobile Chamber of Commerce for
confirmation of what I have said tonight.

The Minister referred to the Kewdale loading
facilities. We have not said a word against those,
nor against the grain wagons provided at the
CBH- terminal. We have always supported
anything to do with those facilities.

What the Minister said does not alter the fact
that we must have some positive planning in
relation to the transport system in Western
Australia, with particular reference to suburban
and country rail services.

They can only go so long before they grind
themselves to a halt, which will be the case if
there are no new plans. I thought the effort of the
Minister, when he spoke to my motion, was very
poor indeed. He did not refer to the actual safety
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of the people who are carried on th 'e transport
system which, I felt, was a pertinent point of the
motion.

I again emphasise that I trust the Government
will do something to correct the situation,
otherwise we will have another Granville disaster
if the drivens have to operate locomotives with
inoperative gauges.

I want to correct a point made by the member
for Collie. He referred to the fact that the age of
the carriages we have in Western Australia was
28 years. The Minister paid me the courtesy of
indicating that the member for Collie was not
correct, but the information he supplied to me
further aggravated the situation. The
undercarriages were constructed in 1885.

Mr T. H. Jones: A bit older than I thought.
That was probably the carriage I went to Midland
in recently.

Mr McI VER: The information supplied by the
Minister clearly indicates the shocking situation
facing us in Western Australia with regard to
transport generally.

With those few words I thank members for
their attention and the decorum displayed while I
was speaking to my motion. Although I am aware
it will not succeed, I trust my remarks will be
studied and, as a result, some of the points I have
raised will be examined.

Question put and a division taken with the
following result-

Mr Barnett
M r Bertram
Mr T. J1. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr H. D. Evans
Mr Hodge
Mr Jamieson

Mr Blaikie
Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr Hassell
Mr Herzfeld
Mr Laurance
Mr MacKinnon
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor

Ayes 14
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr Mclver'
Mr Pearce
Mr Skidmore
Mr Tonkin
Mr Wilson
Mr Bateman

Noes 25

Mr Old
Mr O'Neil
Mr Ridge
Mr Rushton
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Spriggs
Mr Stephens
Mr Tubby
Mr Williams
Mr Young
Mr Shalders

Pairs
Ayes

Mr Grill
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr Davies
Mr Bryce
Mr Harman
Mr T. D. Evans
Dr Troy

N oes
Mr McPharlin
Mr Watt
Mr Crane
Mr Clarko
Mr P. V. Jones
Mrs Craig
Dr Dadour

Question thus negatived.
Motion defeated.

House adjourned at 12.1 6 am. (Thursday)

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
PRIVATE PLEASURE BOATS

Registration

698. Mr WATT, to the Minister representing the
Minister for Transport;
(1) In connection with the registration of

private pleasure craft, could the
Minister advise if separate records are
kept to show the number of registrations
in any given town, region or locality?

(2) If so, could he advise the number of
boats registered in the
(a) Great Southern;
(b) Nornalup-Wal pole; and
(c) Esperance-Hopetoun areas?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) No. Registrations are recorded in

numerical order only.
(2) Answered by (1).

HARBOUR AND LIGHT DEPARTMENT
Inspectors

699. Mr WATT, to the Minister representing the
Minister for Transport:

(1) Would the Minister please advise the
number of Harbour and Light
Department inspectors based-

(Teller) (a) in the metropolitan area?
(b) outside the metropolitan area?

(2) Of those based outside the metropolitan
area, what is the general area under the
control of each inspector?

(3) What are the duties, in broad terms, of
the inspectors?

(4) On how many days during each of the
past three years has an inspector worked
in the south coastal region?

(5) Are there any plans in the foreseble
future for an officer to be based in
Albany to service the needs of the south

(Teller) coastal region?
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Mr
(1)

O'CONNOR replied:

(a) Nine. These are patrol inspectors
who cover all navigable waters in
the State including the
metropolitan area.

(b) Two.
(2) One inspector, Mandurab-covers Peel

Inlet, Southern Estuary and Murray and
Serpentine Rivers.
One inspector, Geraldton-covers
Geraldton district and from Shark Bay
to Freshwater Point 70 miles south of
Geraldton.

(3) They are involved in enforcement of
Navigable Waters Regulations (private
craft) and Marine Act Regulations
(commercial craft).
They are also involved in search and
rescue operations as necessary.

(4) 1974-75-15 days
1975-76-14 / days
1976-77-23 days (to date).

(5) There are no plans at this stage but the
situation is being closely watched and an
inspector will be based in Albany when
the time is considered appropriate.

PROBATE DUTY

Estates Passing to Children
700. Mr CRANE, to the Premier:

With reference to the Government's
commitment to abolish State probate
duty in the next three budgets, can he
inform the House whether the next step
will be to abolish all duty on estates
passing to children as has now been
announced in Victoria?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The Government's programme in respect
of probate duty will be explained when
the Revenue Budget is introduced into
Parliament in the near future.

EDUCATION FUNDING

Federal-State Tax Sharing
701. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for

Education:
(1) In his answer to question 597 of 19-77

where he stated that he did not
recognise the figure of 6% in relation to
extra funds for the States for education
referred to by the Federal Minister, did
he mean that he could not identify the
6% or that he disputed it?

(2) Is he prepared to seek clarification of
the Federal Minister's statement and
make it available to the Parliament?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) 1 do not know how the Federal Minister

arrived at the figure of 6% quoted, and
neither the education department, nor
the Treasury, can identify the
aggregates to which he may have been
referring.

(2) No, as I do not regard the point as
relevant for reasons which I gave when
replying to the member's earlier
question.

HOUSING
Girrawbeen and Koondoola

702. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Housing:
Can he explain-
(a) the possible inconsistencies in his

answers to question 53 of 1977,
when he stated that 89 of the 98
houses for purchase in Girrawheen
and Koondoola had been sold; and

(b) question 604 of 1977 (asked one
month later) where he stated that
50 keys had been made available to
Purchasers, 38 houses had been
offered and accepted and 9 are
currently under offer?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a)

(b)

There are no inconsistencies in my
replies.
Sales are effected on acceptance by
applicants of offer made to them. Keys
are made available on completion of
documentation.
The position as it stands today is that-

83 keys have been handed to
purchasers;
10 keys are held pending
completion of documentation;
4 keys are currently under offer.

POLICE

Domestic Violence
703. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Police and

Traffic:
(1) Are there administrative guidelines

which govern police decisions to act or
not to act in reported cases of domestic
violence involving husbands and wives or
de facto spouses?
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(2) If "No" what is the basis for police
decisions in such situations?

Mr O'NE1L replied:
(I) Yet.
(2) Answered by (1).

PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION
Children under Five: Levy

704. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Education
(1) Are the levies paid by parents of

children under five attending community
based pre-school centres to be based on
a percentage of the staff salary at such
centres?

(2) Will the parents of children under five
at such centres pay a higher levy if a
trained assistant rather than an
untrained aide is employed?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) No. The present rate is 7c per hour per

child at centres'which have a trained
teacher in charge. The rate is reviewed
from time to time.

(2) No.
705. This question was postponed

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR AND
INDUSTRY

Industrial inspectors

706. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Labour and
Industry:
(1) How many industrial inspectors are

employed by the Department of
Labour?

(2) What qualifications are required of
persons appointed as industrial
inspectors?

(3) For what period of time has each
industrial inspector currently employed
by the Department of Labour been
employed in that capacity?

(4) H-ow many awards and industrial
agreements are the industrial inspectors
responsible for policing?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Three.
(2) Qualifications for -permanent

appointment as required by ti
Service Board.

(3) 1:4 years
1:10 months

13 weeks
(4) State industrial awards - 414

he Public

State industrial agreements - 180

707. This question was postponed.
708. This question was postponed
709. This question was postponed.

PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION
Child Care Services Certificate Course: Miss

Louisa Pearse

7 10. M r HODG E, to the Minister for Heal th:
(1) Is it a fact that Miss Louisa Pearse was

dismissed on 4th March, 1977 from the
child care certificate course by the Pre-
School Doard because the Government
medical officer, Dr C. Anderson,
diagnosed that she was an epileptic?

(2) Is it also a fact that two general
practitioners, a consultant neurologist
and an associate professor of neurology,
have stated in writing that Miss Pearse
is not suffering from epilepsy?

Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) and (2) 1 do not believe it would be in
Miss Pearse's best interest to answer
these questions in Parliament.

PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION

Child Care Services Certificate Course:,
Miss Louisa Pearse

711. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Will he table all correspondence and

files that his department holds in respect
to the dismissal of Miss. Louisa Pearse
by the Pre-School Board from the child
care certificate course?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr RIDGE replied:

(1) and (2) No. The correspondence and files
relating to the dismissal of Miss Pearse
contain medical information of a
confidential nature. However, if the
honourable member has the written
permission of Miss Pearse to view the
correspondence and files, these will be
made available to him for perusal in the
office of the Commissioner of Public
Health and Medical Services.

GREENBUSHES POLICE STATION

Closure: Use of Reserve

712. Mr H-. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Works:
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Following the closure of the
Greenbushes police station, to what
purpose will the reserve upon which the
station stands be put?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
No decision has been made.

FARMERS

Tanation Averaging Concessions
713. Mr H. D. EVANS. to the Minister for

Agriculture:
(I) Is it a fact that the taxation averaging

concessions announced by the Federal
Treasurer this week will cost
approximately one hundred million
dollars?

(2) Of the total cost how much is it
expected will go to-
(a) farmers whose annual income is

expected to be over $16 000 which
was the previous ceiling for
averaging eligibility;

(b) farmers whose annual income is
expected to be below $16 000?

(3) How many farmers is it estimated fall
into each of the categories referred to in
(a) and (b) above?

Mr OLD replied:

(1) and (2) This does not conic within my
area of responsibility and should be
directed to Commonwealth authorities.

SINGLE-PARENT FAMILIES
Financial Support

714. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Community Welfare:
(1) How many single-parent families with

the father alone bearing the
responsibility of raising the particular
family are there in Western Australia?

(2) What is the maximum assistance which
these fathers can obtain from the-
(a) Federal Government;
(b) State Government?

(3) Following the refusal of the Federal
Government to assist these families any
further, does the State Government
propose to grant any further assistance
to them?

(4) What is the maximum assistance which
mothers supporting single-parent
families can obtain from the-
(a) Federal Government;

(b) State Government?
Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Not known. However, the Department

for Community Welfare is currently
assisting 27 such cases.

(2) (a) $47.10 plus $7.50 for each child per
week. This is a "special benefit"
generally restricted to supporting
fathers with at least one dependent
child under six years of age and
where the father stays home to care
for the children.

(b) $47. 10 plus $7.50 for each child per
week. In addition $4.00 per week
equivalent to the mothers'
allowance paid to supporting
mothers is made available. Rent
allowance of $5.00 per week is paid
where such a commitment exists.
This may be increased in situations
where a high rental commitment is
causing financial hardship.
Payment of benefit is available to
all eligible supporting fathers with
dependent pre-school children or
with children attending school.
Where there are children under six
years of age a further allowance of
$2.00 per week is paid. Again the
father must stay home to care for
the children to be eligible for the
full benefits.

(3) No. State rates are already comparable
with the supporting mothers' benefit.

(4) (a) As in (2)(b) except that the rent
allowance is limited to a maximum
of $5.00 per week;

(b) as in (2)(b).

RENTAL ACCOMMODATION
Rent: Rebate

715. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Housing:
(1) Was the report in The West Australian

of 8th September, 1977 quote "Tenants
receiving rebates would not have their
rents increased" correct?

(2) Are rebates still assessed on the same
formula as has existed for a number of
years?

(3) If not, when were changes made and
what is the nature of such changes?

(4) When was the last general adjustment
made as a result of social security
pension increases?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(I) Yes, provided there has been no change

in their financial circumstances at the
date of the normal six-monthly rebate
review.

(2) and (3) The rebate assessment code was
revised as from the 1st January, 1975.
The revision provides greater relief to
tenants in necessitous circumstances.

(4) The scale of assessed rebated rents is
adjusted once annually, and is based on
the minimum wage declared as at May,
each year.
The assessed rebated rent in relation to
pensioner tenants is determined as at the
Ist July, and is based on the social
security pension applicable as at the
preceding month of May.

PAY-ROLL TAX

Estimated and Actual
716. Mr DAVIES, to the Treasurer:

(1) What amount of money was received as
payroll tax by the State Government for
the year ended 30th June, 1977?

(2) How did this compare with the budgeted
estimate?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) 5127 912 521._
(2) Exceeded estimate by 2.5 per cent.

ACTS AMENDMENT (CONSTITUTION)
BILL

Royal Assent

717. Mr JAMILESON, to the Premier:
Is he aware if the Bill for an Act to
amend the Constitution Act, 1889-1 970
and the Constitution Acts Amendment
Act. 1899-1975 will be one of those Bills
which shall be reserved for the
signification of Her Majesty's pleasure
under the Australian States Constitution
Act. 1901?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
It is the Government's desire in
presenting the legislation to Parliament
that the Bill be reserved for the
signification of Her Majesty's pleasure
under the Australian States Constitution
Act 1907.

ROAD MAINTENANCE TAX

Single Axle Dual Tyred Trucks

718. Mr COWAN, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:,
(1) How many single-axle dual-cyred trucks

are subject to road maintenance tax?
(2) How much revenue was received from

tax on these vehicles last year?
(3) What was the total revenue from road

maintenance tax last year?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The information requested by the

honourabie member is not readily
available and to obtain it would involve
considerable research.

(2) As for (1)above.
(3) $4 621 937.

POLICE

Male and Female Strippers

719. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:
(1) With reference to the 1977 annual

report of the Commissioner of Police,
has he seen the statement on page 21 as
Follows:-

"Action against the appearance of
male strippers in August 1976 has
apparently had the desired effect
and this type of entertainment has
stopped."?

(2) Can he explain why police action is
taken against male stripping as a form
of entertainment, whilst femaleC stripping
appears to be allowed as a form of
entertainment?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Action is not determined by the sex of

the offender, but only as to whether the
exposure is considered to be lewd and
obscene.

ERIC CHARLES RICHARDS

Land Agents Supervisory Committee Action

720. Mr TONKIN, to the Chief Secretary:
Adverting to question 482 of 1917 in
which he said that the land agents
supervisory committee was not loath to
act against Eric Charles Richards and
also to question 483 of 1977 in which
Mr Speaker said that a complaint was
directed by the Commissioner for
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Consumer Affairs because of an alleged
want of administrative action by the
committee against Richards, and
bearing in mind that the committee
after this complaint did act against
Richards:
(1) How does he reconcile and explain

the possibly contradictory answers
given to questions 482 and 483 of
1977?

(2) Why did the committee not act
against Richards until the
Commissioner of Consumer Affairs
made the complaint?

(3) What action is he taking to see to it
that the cbmmittee does its job?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) The answers to questions 482 and 483

are not contradictory. The Land Agents
Supervisory Committee was not loath to
act against 'Eric Charles Richards and
was not prompted in any way by the
Parliamentary Commissioner for
Administrative Investigations. The
committee's decision to act in this
matter was made some time before the
Parliamentary Commissioner became
involved. The honourable member will
note that in the answer to question 483
the Speaker replied: "Some
investigations were conducted but the
complaint was withdrawn before its
merits *were determined and no
recommendation was made."

(2) In view of the answer to part (1), it
seems that the honourable member has
been misinformed.

(3) This question is based on 'an incorrect
assumption which appears in the
preamble to the questions. I am
perfectly satisfied that the committee
has acted properly and I deplore the
imputation, apparently based on false
information, that it has not so acted.

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
AMENDMENT DILL

ACT

Intervention of Attorney-General

721. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

With reference to the Industrial
Arbitration Act Amendment Bill
presently before the House., when has
the Attorney-General attempted to
intervene in the public interest pursuant
to section 98A of the Act?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
The Attorney-General has not
attempted to intervene under Section
98A on any occasion. ?

INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
AMENDMENT BILL

Solicitor-General's Opinion

ACT

722. Mr TON KIN, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

Will he table the Solictor-General's
opinion referred to in his second reading
speech on the Industrial Arbitration Act
Amendment Bill?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
No. It is an opinion given to the
Attorney-General and was conveyed to
me as a confidential matter.

FACTORIES AND SHOPS ACT AND
INDUSTRIAL AWARDS

Prosecutions

723. Mr TONKIN, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:

How many prosecutions have been
brought by-
(a) the Department of Labour and

Industry;
(b) any other Government agency,

before industrial magistrates for
breaches of-

(i)the Factories and Shops Act;
(ii) industrial awards,

in each of the years 1971, 1972, 1973,
1974, 1975, 1916, 1977?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:

(i) (a) and (b) There were no prosecutions
under the Factories and Shops Act
brought before an industrial magistrate
by the Department of Labour and
Industry or any other Government
agency in the years mentioned.
However, prosecutions under the
Factories and Shops Act have been
brought before stipendiary magistrates
in another court, but not by industrial
inspectors.

(ii) (a) Prosecutions under industrial awards
by the Department of Labour and
Industry were-

1972- Ii
1974 - 2
1977 - 3
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In 1975 one action was commenced and
in 1976 four were commenced, but these
were withdrawn when settlement out of
court was effected.
(b) No prosecutions under industrial
awards were brought by any other
Government agency in the years
mentioned.

SILVER GULLS
Interdepartmental Discussions

724. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife:
0I) Would the Minister advise the House of

the names and departments of every
Person who attended the meeting
referred to in my question without notice
of 13th September, 1977?

(2) Would the Minister now advise the
House precisely what the
recommendations referred to in part (5)
of that question were?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) No.
(2) Yes.

SILVER GULL COMM ITfTEE
NOTE

Although the minutes of the meeting of the
above Committee on July 13, 1977, list the
undermentioned as "recommendations", it will be
seen that they are not precise recommendations in
the normal. sense. The Committee obviously
reached tentative conclusions that more
information was needed and while that was being
obtained, the merits of various options should be
considered by their respective departments.

"COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS-

(a) The Committee recognises that the
present management methods used at
landfill waste disposal sites was a
contributing factor to the increase in the
number of Silver Gulls and considered
that a study of sites should be
undertaken with a view to improving
management procedures on those sites
supporting Silver Gulls.

(b) There was a definite need for an initial
reduction in the number of Silver Gulls
followed by a continuing programme to
control numbers.

(c) The Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife obtain costs for poisoning birds
on the offshore islands.

(d) The Metropolitan Water Board and
Public Health Department to indicate
the serious health risk caused by Silver
Gulls."

ELLIS ALFRED ROBINSON

High Court Judgment

725. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Cultural
Affairs:

Re the matter of the judgment of the
High Court of Australia on an action
between Ellis Alfred Robinson and the
Museum of Western Australia:
(1) Is it a fact that the High Court

judgment was confined to the
question of the validity of the State
legislation involved, dealing with
protection of historic shipwrecks on
the Western Australian coast from
looting and destruction?

(2) Is it a fact that the High Court did
not pass judgment on the question
of who were the discoverers of the
Gilt Dragon wreck and that no
evidence on this aspect has yet been
heard by the High Court?

(3) Is it a fact, contrary to the
representations of the media,
Robinson has not won his action
but merely succeeded in resisting
the Crown's attempt to have the
claim summarily dismissed?

(4) Is it a fact that the four people who
claim to have discovered the Gilt
Dragon wreck signed a document
drawn up by the Crown Law
Department of Western Australia
in 1963, not long after the event, to
assign ownership and control and
responsibility of the Gilt Dragon
wreck to the Museum of Western
Australia?

(5) Are Western Australia's historic
shipwrecks now protected by
Commonwealth legislation?

(6) If the answers to the above are in
the affirmative, will he make a
statement on the matter to explain
the true position for the record and
for the information of the general
public?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) to (6) Tb. matter is still pending in the

High Court and the judgment on the
demurrer covers only some of the
matters originally in issue.

For that reason it is considered wrong to
answer these questions at this time.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

SAWMILLS IN SOUTH-WEST

Ownership

Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Lands
and Forests:

In considering any tenders it receives for
the three Forests Department sawmills
of which it proposes to dispose, will the
Government give priority to tenders
from Western Austral ian-owned firms?

Mrs CRAIG replied:

That will be determined when tenders
are received by the Forests Department.

AUSTRALIAN UNION OF STUDENTS

Sponsorship of P.L.O. Member's Visit

2. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is the Minister aware that the
Australian Union of Students is
proposing to sponsor a visit later this
year to Australian university campuses
by a member of the Palestinian
Liberation Organisation?

(2) If so, is the Government able to prevent
such a visit taking place regarding
Western Australian campuses, it being
apparent that this is part of a continuing
programme of anti-Semitic activities by
individuals and organisations financed
by the Australian Union of Students?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) Yes. I was made aware last week when I
was in the Eastern States that a visit
such as that referred to is proposed.

(2) The initial answer would be that the
State Government is not able to prevent
such a visit so far as Western Australian
campuses are concerned. The Financial
aspects of these matters will be debated
in this House shortly because it would
be of some concern to all persons that
the activities of such groups are
supported by compulsorily collected fees.
Whilst not being able to prevent such a
visit, the Government's concern would
be levelled at the fact that the visit
would be financed by many students
who would be offering no support to the
cause but would be forced to contribute
financially towards it because of the
system which prevails.

SAWMILLS IN SOUTH-WEST

Ownership

3. Mr BRYCE, to the Minister fo r Lands and
Forests:

With regard to the Government's
decision to dispose of the State
Government-owned sawmills, will the
Minister give this House an assurance
that when her department considers the
tenders the actual ownership of those
sawmills will not pass into the hands of
foreign-owned and controlled
companies?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
The decision will be a Cabinet decision.

SAWMILLS IN SOUTH-WEST

Availability of Pine

4. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for Lands
and Forests:

Will the Minister give an assurance that
the disposal of the three sawmills owned
by the Forests Department will not
affect the amount of pine available to
existing sawmill operations in the south-
west?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
The honourable member well knows that
that question is of a complex nature, and
I request him to put it on the notice
paper.

SAWMILLS IN SOUTH-WEST

Disposal

5. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister (or Lands
and Forests:
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(1) Does the Government consider that the
Forests Department is incapable of
successfully operating its sawmills at
Orimwade, Pemberton, and Margaret
River?

(2) If so, why?
(3) If the Government does not consider

that the Forests Department is incapable
,of operating the mills why is it disposing
of them?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) No.

(2) and (3) 1 ask the honourable member to
place these parts of the question on the
notice paper.

SAWMILLS IN SOUTH-WEST
Ownership

6. Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for Lands
and Forests:

Will the Minister recommend to
Cabinet that the ownership of the three
State Government-owned sawmills
should not pass into foreign hands?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
I request the honourable member to put
that question on the notice paper.

PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGES ACT

Breach

7. Mr TON KIN, to the Speaker:
(1) Did he receive a letter from me pointing

out that a grave breach of the
Parliamentary Privileges Act occurred
last night when the Minister for Labour
and Industry issued a challenge to fight
another member?

(2) Will he explain to the House his reason
for not acting to uphold the law as he is
required to do by his oath of office?

(3) Would he have invoked the law if the
challenge to fight had been made not by
a member of Parliament but by a
member of the general public?

(4) Is he aware that there is provision in the
Parliamentary. Privileges Act for a fine
or imprisonment for a breach of the
Act?

(5) What action does he intend to take in
respect of the breach?

The SPEAKER replied:
In the first place, 1 would point out to
the honourable member that, as
Speaker, I am not required to answer a
question without notice. The proper

method to adopt to ask a question of the
Speaker is to place it on the notice
paper. However, I intend to give the
member for Morley an answer as
follows.
It is highly irregular for a member to
attempt to raise a point of order by way
of a question in the House, particularly
when that Matter is not then before the
House. I must point out that objections
to rulings of Presiding Officers must be
taken at once-see Standing Order No.
140.
However, as the member did give me
some 15 minutes' notice of his intention
to ask the question, and assuming that
he is genuinely seeking information on
the matter and not just continuing an
argument, I provide the following
information-
(I)
(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)

8.

Yes.
The matter of whether or not words
are unparliamentary is ultimately a
decision of the House. The question
of whether a breach of
parliamentary privilege has
occurred is again a matter which is
decided by the House following
motion in the proper form.
This question is hypothetical.
Yes.
None.

MINISTERS OF THE CROWN

Reason for Resignation

Mr BARNETT', to the Premier:
Is it a fact that under the Westminster
system, if a Minister has been found to
lie to the House he is required to resign;
and if so, should he resign merely his
portfolio, or resign his position as a
member of Parliament also?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The question asked by the member for
Rockingham, according to my
understanding of Standing Orders, is
inadmissible under normal
circumstances, but I suggest that if he
wants to persist with the question he not
only places it on the notice paper, but
also sets out the circumstances about
which he complains, and then we can
deal with a specific question rather than
a hypothetical one.
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PARLIAMENTARY PRIVILEGES ACT
Breach

9. Mr GRAYDEN, to the Speaker:
A few moments ago, the member for
Morley-

Point of Order

Mr- BRYCE: On a point of order, I ask under
what circumstances the Minister for
Labour and Industry is addressing the
Chair? Is he, in fact, raising a point of
order?

Sir Charles Court: Your fellows got away
with murder.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! If the Minister had

had an opportunity to ask his question I
would have been able to determine what
it is he wants to find out.

Questions Without Notice Resumed

Mr GRAYDEN: A few moments ago the
member for Morley attributed to me
certain statements which I did not make
and which are therefore quite untrue
but-

Mr Bryce: On a point of order-
Mr GRAYDEN: -the inference is I have

made the statements.
Mr Bryce: On ac point of order-
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister was

not asking a question and I cannot
entertain any debate on any subject
which has been dealt with Previously.

Mr GRAYDEN: I am about to ask the
question. The question I ask you. Sir, is
what redress do I have when the
member for Morley makes statements
which are untrue.

Mr Bryce: On a point of order-
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister will

resume his seat.

Point of Order

Mr BRYCE: The Minister has not risen in
his place on a point of order. He has not
the right at this stage of our proceedings
to stand and ask for advice:

Mr Grayden: I am asking a question.
Mr Brypce: Put it on the notice paper:.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir Charles Court: Why didn't the member
for Morley put his on the notice paper?
He knows the rules.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! If the Minister for

Labour and Industry wishes to take
exception to particular words used by
the member for Morley he should ask
for a withdrawal and as he rose
immediately I had answered the
question without notice posed by the
member for Morley, I can only assume
he gave way to the Speaker and did not
rise prior to my rising to my feet, so I
will hear him for the express
purpose-and that purpose alone-of
ascertaining whether he wishes to
request the withdrawal of words.

Mr GRAYDEN: You may recall that I rose
immediately, and you gave the call to
someone else. I want to ask that the
statement be withdrawn. It does not
appear in Hansard I did not make it; so
it is quite untrue.

The SPEAKER: Which statement?
Mr GRAYDEN: I think he said I asked him

to go outside and have a ight.
members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Tonkin: Let us deal with the truth.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for

Labour and Industry has taken an
opportunity to explain to the House that
the words used by the member for
Morley in his questin were not
accurate. In my view no words used have
been unparliamentary. It is true that the
Minister does not agree with what the
member for Morley has said, but
nothing which has been said has been
unparliamentary and the Minister has
had an opportunity now to refute what
has been said by the member for
Morley. I intend no further action with
respect to this particular point. Might I
say at this stage that I did not have to
answer the question asked by the
member for Morley. I did so because I
felt it needed to be answered here and
now. I will not entertain any further
questions or submissions on this
particular subject. If members wish to
take the matter further they can do so
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by way of question on notice at the next
sitting of the House.

Questions Without Notice Resumed

PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION
Child Care Services Certficate Course: Miss

Louisa Pearse
10. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

If Miss Louisa Pearse indicates she
considers that it would be in her best
interests for the Minister to answer
question 710, will the Minister answer
it?

Mr RIDGE replied:
No. I do not believe that Miss Pearse's
personal business should be paraded in
this House.

Government members: Hear, hear!

Mr RIDGE: As far as I am concerned if the
honourable member wants access to the
files in question and has Miss Pearse's
specific approval, the files, can be
inspected in the office of the
Commissioner of Public Health.

POLICE

Male and Female Strippers

11. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Police and
Traffic:

Following question 719, if, in fact, as he
says, action is not determined by the sex
of the offender, why does the annual
report of the commissioner, at page 21,
in the statement quoted in my question,
specifically refer to male strippers?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
The responsibility for the preparation of
the annual report of the Police
Department is that of the commissioner.
I do not write the report.

The SPEAKER: I will take two more
questions without notice.

SAWMILLS IN SOUTH-WEST

Ownership

12. Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
In the light of the inability of his
Minister (or Lands and Forests to give
this House a definitive statement on
Government policy, and in view of his
clear undertaking to the people that he
will encourage local ownership of
Western Australian industry, will he
give this House an assurance of his

Government's policy in respect of these
sawmills? Will he give the assurance
that they will not pass into the control of
foreign companies?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I am sure that on reflection the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition will agree that
the questions which were directed to the
Minister concerned, obviously by some
planned campaign, which is not new in
this House-

Several members interjected.
Mr Bertram: We appear to be learning.
The SPEAKER: Order!

Sir CHARLES COURT: -were merely
intended, or at least had- the strong
implication that they were merely
intended, to try to embarrass. If
members opposite want a clear
declaration of policy on this particular
issue they are at liberty to place
questions on the notice paper.

Several members interjected.
Mr Bryce: You cannot answer it yourself. It

is as clear as the nose on your face.
Either stand up for what you believe in
and said at election time or*- run away
from it.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order? 1 believe that since I

have been Speaker I have shown
considerable tolerance in this House
with respect to questions without notice.
I am not too sure of the exact number,
but I think there have been
approximately 10 questions asked
without notice today. It seems to me
that the session of questions without
notice is becoming rowdy and it is doing
this in 'stitution no good. The Premier has
been asked a question by the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition who was
Uninterrupted while asking it as far as I
can recall, and I believe the Premier has
the right to answer the question. I will
say no more on that. He has the right to
answer the question in the way he thinks
it should be answered.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If(1 might continue
the answer I was giving, I invite
members, if they want to know more
detail, to place their questions on the
notice paper so that a considered reply
can be given.
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I want to say when the tenders have
been called and received the
Government then has the responsibility
to make a decision as to which tenders
will be accepted and on what conditions.
I would be quite irresponsible, as would
the Minister, if at this time in order to
answer a trick question from the
Opposition I committed the Government
to any particular course of action.
I can state that the decision we finally
make will be in the best interests of the
forests and in the bet interests of this
State.

Mr Bryce: There is only one foreign interest
in this Chamber, and it is not on this
side of the House.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: Why do you not

behave yourself?

PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION

Child Care Services Certificate Course: Miss
Louisa Pearse

13. Mr HODGE, to the Minister for Health:

If Miss Louisa Pearse gives me
permission to view the f iles in
department, will those files still
considered to be confidential?

her
the
be

Mr RIDGE replied:

I thought it was understood by all
members in this House that rles viewed
in. the presence of a Minister, or a
departmental officer-on the basis
requested by the member-were
confidential in nature. As far as I arr.
concerned, that is the way it should be.

1380


